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To  the  Honorable 

Col.  Jeremiah  Wadswortpi, 

President   of  the  State    Society   of  the 
Cincinnati  in  Connzcticut,  &c.  &Co 

My  dear  Sir, 

UNAVOIDABLE  abfence  will  prcven: 
me  from  performing  the  grateful  tafk^ 
afiigned  me  by  the  State  Societv  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati, on  the  fourth  day  of  July  next. 
Though  I  cannot  perfcnally  addrefs  them,, I 
wiHi  to  demonftate  by  fome  token  of  affec- 
tionate remembrance,  the  (cnCQ  1  entertain  of 
the  honor  they  have  more  than  once  confer- 
red upon  me  by  their  fuffrages. 

Meditating  in  what  manner  to  accom- 
pliih  this  objed,  it  occurred  to  me,  that  an  at- 
tempt to  preferve  the  acftions  of  General  Put- 
nam, in  the  archives  of  our  State  Societv, 
would  be  acceptable  to  its  members  ;  as  they 
had  all  ferved  with  great  fatisfaction  under 
his  immediate  orders.  An  eiTay  on  the  life 
of  a  perfon  fo  elevated  in  military  rank,  and 
fo  converfant  in  extraordinary  fcenes,  could 
not  be  deditute  of  amufement  and   inftruc- 
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tion,  and  would  poffefs  the  advantage  of  prc- 
ienting  for  innitacion  a  refpedable  model  of 
public  and  private  virtues. 

General  Putnam  is  univerfally  acknow- 
Jedged  to  have  been  as  brave  and  as  honell  a 
xnan  as  ever  America  produced  ;  but  the  dif- 
tinguifhing  features  of  his  charader,  and  the 
particular  tranfadlions  of  his  life  are  but  im- 
perfectly known.  He  feems  to  have  been 
formed  on  purpofe  for  the  age  in  which  he 
lived.  His  native  courage^  unlhaken  inte- 
grity, and  eftablifhed  reputation  as  a  foldier, 
were  neceifary  in  the  early  ftages  of  our  op- 
pofition  to  the  defigns  of  Great  Britain,  and 
gave  unbounded  confidence  to  our  troops  in 
their  firft  conflids  in  the  field  of  battle. 

The  iHclofedmanufcriptjuftly  claims  in- 
dulgence for  its  venial  errors,  as  it  is  the  firft 
effort  in  biography,  that  has  been  made  on 
this  continent.  The  attempt,  I  am  confcious 
is  laudable,  whatever  may  be  the  failure  ia 
point  of  execution. 

I  AM  happy  to  find  that  the  Society  of  the 
Cincinnati  is  now  generally  regarded  in  a  fa- 
vorable manner.  Mankind,  with  few  excep- 
tions, are  difpofed  to  do  juftice  to  the  mo- 
tives on  which  it  was  founded.      For  our- 


(        V        ) 

felves,  we  can  never  recall  to  mind  the  occa- 
fion,  without  feeling  the  moft  tender  emo- 
tions of  friendfhip  and  fenfibility.  At  the 
diirolution  of  the  army,  when  we-  retired  to 
feparate  walks  of  life,  from  the  toils  of  a  fuc- 
cefsful  war,  in  which  we  had  bsen  aflbciated 
duriiig  a  very  important  part  of  our  lives  -,  the 
pleafing  idea,  and  the  fond  hope  of  mieeting 
once  a  year,  which  gave  birth  to  our  fraternal 
infiitvaiony  weie  necelTary  confolations  to 
footh  the  pangSi  that  tore  our  bofoms  at 
the  melancholy  hour  of  parting.  When  our 
hands  touched,  perhaps,  for  the  lad  time  and 
our  tongues  refufed  to  perform  their  ofHce  in 
bidding  farewell.  Heaven  witnefrtd  and  ap- 
proved the  purity  of  our  intentions  in  the  ar- 
dor of  our  affe6tipns.  May  v/e  perfevere  in 
the  union  of  our  t'riendrnip,  and  tlie  exertion 
of  our  benevolence  3  regardlefs  of  the  cen- 
fures  of  jealous  fufpicion^  which  charges  our 
dengns  with  feliifbnefs,  and  alcribes  our  ac- 
tions to  improper  motives  ;  while  we  realize 
fentiments  of  a  nobler  nature  in  our  anniver- 
fary  fefiivities^  and  our  hearts  dilate  uith  an 
honed  joy,  in  opening  the  hand  of  beneficence 
to  the  indigent  widow  and  unprotected  orphan 
of  our  departed  fi^iends. 

I  PRAY  you/  my  dear  Sir,  to  prefent  my 
A    2. 
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moft  refpe^tful  compliments  to  the  members 
of  the  Society,  and  to  afTure  them  on  my  part, 
that  whenfoever  it  fhall  be  in  my  power,  I 
Jhall  efteem  it  the  felicity  of  my  life  to  attend 
their  anniverfaries. 

I  HAVE  the  honor  to  be,  with  fentiments  of 
the  higheft  confideration  and  efteem,  your 
moft  obedient  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

D.  HUMPHREYS. 

Mount  Vernon,  in  Virgin ia^. 
June  4'h,  i?^^' 


A    N 

E      S      S       A       Y 

ON    THE    LIFE    OF 

General    P  U  T  N  A  M. 


TO  treat  of  recent  tranfaclionsand  perfons 
flill  living,  is  always  a  delicate  and  fre- 
quently a  thankiefs  office.  Yer,  while  the 
partiality  of  friends  or  the  malignity  of  ene- 
mies decides  with  rafhnefs  on  every  delinea- 
tion of  charadter,  or  recital  of  circumftances ; 
a  confolation  remains  that  diftant  nations 
and  remoter  ages,  free  from  the  influence  of 
prejudice  or  paiTion,  will  judge  with  impar- 
tiality and  appreciate  with  juftice.  We  have 
fallen  upon  an  srafingularly  prolific  in  extra- 
ordinary perfonages,  and  dignified  byfplendid 
events.  Much  is  expelled  from  the  fele6lions 
of  the  judicious  biographer,  as  well  as  from 
the  labors  of  the  faithful  hiftorian.      What' 
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ever  prudential  reafons  may  now  occur  to 
poftpone  the  portrait  of  our  own  times  j  the 
difFiCultles  v/hich  cppoie  themfelves  to  the 
execution,  inileadof  being  diminifhed,  will 
encreafe  with  the  lapfe  of  years.  Every  day 
will  extlnguifh  fome  life  that  was  dear  to 
fam^e,  and  obliterate  the  memorial  of  fome 
deed  which  would  have  conftituted  the  delight 
and  admiration  of  the  world. 

So  tranfient  and  indiftinguifhable  are  the 
traits  of  charailer,  fo  various  and  inexplicable 
thefprings  ofa6tlon5ib  obfcureandperilhabis 
the  remembrance  of  human  aiTairs,  that,  un- 
lefs  attempts  are  made  to  fl^etch  the  pi6lure, 
while  the  prefent  generation  is  living,  the 
likenefs  will  be  forever  loft,  or  only  preferv- 
ed  by  a  vague  recolied-ion  3  difguifed,  per- 
haps, by  the  whimiical  colorings  of  a  creative 
imagination. 

It  will  doubtlefs  hereafter  be  an  objedt  of 
regret  that  thofe,  who,  having  themfelves 
been  confpicuous  actors  on  the  theatre  of 
public  life,  and,  v^'ho  in  conjunclion  with  a 
knowlege  of  fa6ts,  poiTefs  abilities  to  paint 
thofe  charaders  and  defcribe  thofe  events, 
which  (during  the  progrefs  of  the  American 
I^evolution)  interetted  and  adonifhed  man- 
kind, Txiculd  feel  an  iafuperable  reiudance  to 
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afTiime  the  talk — a  taflc,  which  (ifexecuted 
with  fidelity)  muft,  from  the  dignity  of  its 
fubje6l,  become  grateful  to  the  patriots  of  all 
nations,  and  profitable  in  example  to  the  re- 
moteft  poflerity.  Equally  fevere  will  be  the 
mortification  of  contemplating  the  reveries 
and  fictions,  which  have  been  fubflituted  by 
hacknied  writers  in  the  place  of  hiftorical 
fa6ls.  Norfhoiold  we  fupprefs  our  indigna- 
tion againftthat  clafs  of  profellional  authors, 
v/ho,  placed  in  the  vale  of  penury  and  obfcu- 
rity,  at  an  immiCnfe  diftance  from  the  fcenes 
of  aft  ion  and  all  opportunities  of  acquiring 
the  necefTary  documents,  with  infufFerable  ef- 
frontery, obtrude  their  fallacious  and  crude 
performances  on  a  credulous  public.  Did 
the  refult  of  their  lucubrations  terminate  on- 
ly in  relieving  their  own  difirefTes  or  gratify- 
ing their  individual  vanity,  it  might  bepafT- 
ed  in  filent  contempt.  But  the  eifed;  is  ex- 
tenfive,  permianent  and  pernicious.  The 
lye,*  however  improbable  or  monflrous, 
which  has  once  afiumed  the  femblance  of 
truth,  by  being  ofcen  repeated  with  minute 
and  plaufible  particulars,  is.  at  length  fo  tho- 

*  The  writer  had  here  particularly  in  his  eye,  the 
Rhapfody,  palmed  upon  the  public,  under  the  name  of 
aHiftory,  by  a  certain  Frenchman  called  D'Auberteiul : 
Perhaps  lb  much  falfhood,  folly  and  calumny  was  nev- 
er before  accumulated  in  a  fingle  pcrfcimance. 
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roughly  cftablilhed,    as  to  obtain  iiniverfa! 
credit,  defy  contradiaion  and  fruftrate  every 
effort  of  refutation.      Such    is  the   mifchief, 
fuch   are  the  unhappy  confequences  on  the 
bewildered  mind,  that  the  reader  has  no  al- 
ternative,but  to  become  the  dupe  of  his  credu- 
lity, or  diftruft  the  veracity  of  almofl  all  human 
teftimony.     After  having  long  been  the  fr^ort 
of  fidion,  he  will  perhaps  probably  run  in- 
to the  oppofite  extreme,  and  give  up  all  confi- 
dence  in  the  annals  of  ancient  as  well  as  mo- 
dern times  :  and  thus  t'le  eafy- believer  of  fine 
fables  and  marvellous  (lories  will  find,  at  laft, 
his  hiftorical  faith  change  to  fcepticifm   and 
end  in  infidelity. 

The  numerous  errors  and  falfehoods  re- 
lative to  the  birth  and  atchievements  of  Ma- 
jor General  Putnam,  which  have  (at  a  former 
period)  been  circulated  with  affiduity  on 
both  fides  of  the  Atlantic,  and  the  uncertftin- 
ty  which  appeared  to  prevail  with  refped  to 
his  real  J  charader,  fii  ft  produced   the  refo- 

^  t  The  following  lines  are  extraaed  from  a  poem,  en- 
titled -  The  Prolpe(ft  of  America  :"  written  by  the 
late  ingenious  Dr.  Ladd. 

•'  Hai!  Putnam  !  hail,  thou  venerable  name  ! 
*'  Tho'  dark  oblivion  threats  thv  mighty  fame, 
*'  It  threats  in  vain—for  long  fli'dt  thou  be  known, 
"  .Who  iiiil  111  virtue  and  in  batik  Ihcne, 


V 
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iutlonofwritingthis  efiay  on  his  life  and  in- 
duced the  editor  to  obtain  *  materials  fronn 
that  hero  hidilelf.  If  communications  of 
fuch  authenticity,  if  perfonal  intim.acy  as  an 
aid-de-camp  to  that  General,  or  if  fubfe- 
quent  military  employments,  which  afforded 
accefs  to  fources  t  of  intelligence  not  open  to 

*«  When  fourfcore  years  had  blanch'd  thy  laurell'd  head, 
'*  Strong  in  thine  age,  the  flame  of  war  was  fpread." 
On  which  Dr.  Ladd  made  this  note  : 
*f  The  brave  Putnam  feems  to  have  been  almoil  ob- 
**  fcured  amidil  the  glare  of  fucceeding  worthies  ;  but 
"  his  early  and  gallant  fervices  entitle  him  to  an  ev- 
**   erlalling  remembrance." 

Other  bards  have  alfo  afierted  the  glory  of  this  vener- 
able veteran.  In  the  firft  concife  review  of  the  princi- 
pal American  heroes  who  fignalized  themfelves  in  the 
laft  war,  the  fame  charader  is  thus  reprefented  : 

**  There  flood  Ilcrn  Putnam,  feam'd  with  many  a  fear, 
**  The  veteran  honors  of  an  earlier  war.'* 

The  Vifion  of  Columbus,  Book  V. 
*  The  editor  feizes  with  eagerncfs  an  opportunity  of 
acknowledging  his  obligations  to  Dr.  Albigence  \Val- 
do,  who  was  fo  obliging  as  to  commit  to  writing  many- 
anecdotes,  communicated  to  him  by  General  Putnam  in 
the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year. 

f  A  multitude  of  proofs  might  be  produced  to  de- 
monftrate  that  military  fads  cannot  always  be  accurate- 
ly known  but  by  the  commander  in  chief  and  his  confi- 
dential officers.  The  marquis  de  Chafielleux  (whofe 
opportunity  to  acquire  genuine  information,  refpeifling 
thofe  parts  of  the  American  war  which  he  hath  cafually 
mentioned,  was  better  than  th.it  of  any  other  writer) 
gives  an  account  of  a  grand  Forage  which  general  Heath 
<;»rdcrcd  co  be  made  towards  Kingibridge  in  the  autuma 
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Others,  give  the  writer  any  advantages  ;  the 
unbiafTed  mind  will  decide  how  far  they  ex- 
culpate him  from  the  imputations  of  that  of- 
ficioufnefs,  ignorance  and  prefumption,  which 

of  1780.  The  Marquis,  who  was  prefent  when  the  de- 
tachmeat  marched,  and  to  whom  General  Heath  (hewed 
the  orders  that  were  given  to  General  Stark,  the  com- 
manding ofHcer  of  the  expedition,  obferves  that  he  had 
never  feen,  in  manufcript  or  print,  more  pertinent  in- 
ftruftions.  Now  the  fadt  is,  that  this  detachment,  under 
the  pretext  of  a  forage,  was  intended  by  the  Command- 
er in  chief  to  co-operate  with  the  main  army  in  an  at- 
tempt againft  the  enemy's  polls  on  York-Ifland  ;  and 
that  General  Heath  himfelf  was  then  ignorant  of  the  re- 
al defign.  The  Commander  in  Chief  fpent  a  whole 
campaign  in  ripening  this  project.  Boats,  mounted  on 
traveling  carriages,  were  kept  conftantly  with  the  army. 
The  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  at  the  head  of  the  Light  In- 
fantry, was  to  have  made  the  attack  in  the  night  on  fort 
Walhingtcn.  The  period chofen  for  this  enterprife  was 
the  very  time,  when  the  army  were  to  break  up  their 
camp  and  march  into  winter-quarters  :  i'o  that  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  moving  in  the  dufk  of  the  evening, 
would  have  been  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudfon,  with  his 
whole  force,  to  have  fupported  the  attack.  The  cautious 
manner  in  which  the  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the 
troops  fent  by  General  Pleath,  on  the  pretended  forage, 
was  to  have  been  condufled,  will  be  underftccd  from  the 
following  fecretinltrudions. 

"  To  Brigadier  General  Stark. 

Head  garters  Fajfaic  FalLN-yv.  21,  1780. 

"Sir, 
"  Colonel  Humphreys,  one  of  my  aides  de  camp,  is 
"  charged  by  me  with  orders  of  a  private  and  particu- 
■•'  lar  nature,  which  he  is  to  deliver  to  you,   and  which 
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in  others  have  been  reprehended  with  fever!- 
tv.  He  only  wifhes  that  a  premature  and 
unfavorable  conftru6lion  may  not  be  formed 
of  his  motive  or  object.      Should  this   elTay- 

*'  you  are  to  obey.  He  will  inform  you  of  the  necefnty 
«'  of  this  mode  of  communicaiion. 

^'  I  am.  Sir,  &-c. 

**  Geo.   Wafhington." 
"   To  Lieut.  Col.  Da-jld Humphreys,  A.  D.  Cump. 
**    S  1  R, 

«*  You  are  immediately  to  proceed  to  Weft-Point  and 
**  communicate  the  bufinefs  committed  to  you,  in  conji- 
**  deuce,  to  Major  General  Heath,  and  to  no  other  per- 
**  fon  whatfoever  ;  from  thence  you  will  repair  to  the 
**  detachment  at  the  White  Plains,  on  Friday  next,  ta- 
♦*  king  meafures  to  prevent  their  leaving  that  place,  be- 
**  fore  you  get  to  them.  And  in  the  courie  of  the  fuc- 
**  ceeding  night  you  may  inform  the  commanding  cfH- 
**  cer  of  the  encerprize  in  cotitemplationagainftthe  en- 
**  emy's  pofts  on  York  Ifland. 

**  As  the  troops  are  conilantly  to  lie  on  their  arms,  no 
"  previous  notice  fhould  be  given  ;  but  they  may  be 
*^  put  in  motion  precifely  at  4  o'clock,  and  commence 
**  a  flow  and  regular  m.arch  to  King's  Bridge,  until  they 
^*  fhall  dilcover  or  be  informed  of  the  concerted  fignals 
*♦  being  made— '.vhen  the  m.arch  muft  be  prelied  with 
**  the  greateft  rapidity.  Parties  of  horfe  Paould  be  fent 
**   forward  to  keep  a  look  out  for  the  fignals. 

*'  Although  the  main  body  ought  to  be  kept  com- 
**  pad,  patroles  of  horfe  and  light  parties  might  be  fent 
*•  towards  Eaft  and  Weft  Chefter  :  and  upon\he  fignals 
*'  being  difcovered,  Sheldon's  regiment  and  the  Con- 
**  necticur  State  troops  (which  may  alio  be  put  in  mo- 
*'  tion  as  foon  as  the  orders  can  be  comniunitated  after 
'*  4  o'clock)  lliould  be  puihed  forward  to  intercept  any 
B 
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1)aveany  influence  incorrefting  miftakes,  or 
refcuing  from  oblivion  the  actions  of  that 
diilinguifhed  Veteran  i  fnould  it  create  an 
emulation  to  copy  his  domeftic,    manly   and 

'^  of  the  enemy,  who  may  attempt  to  gain  Frog's  Neck, 
**  and  to  cut  off  the  Refugee-corps  at  Morriffania.  A 
*'  few  men,  with  feme  addrefs,  may  fpread  fuch  an  a- 
"  larm  as  to  prevent  an  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  re- 
**  treat  to  Frog's  Neck,  from  an  apprehenfion  of  fur- 
**  rounding  parties. 

'^^  You  will  communicate  thefe  inrtradions  to  the  com- 
"  manding  officer  of  the  detachment,  who,  upon  his 
**  approach  to  King's  Bridge,  will  receive  orders  from  me 
*^  as  early  as  pGlTible. 

"  Should  the  fignals  not  be  difcovered,  the  troops 
**  will  halt  at  leaft  fix  miles  from  the  bridge,  until  fur- 
'*   ther  intelligence  can  be  obtained. 

"  The  abfoi'Jte  neceffity  of  the  moft  perfedl  fecrecy  is 
"  the  occaficn  of  communicating  my  orders  through 
**  this  channel." 

Given  at  Head-QuaVters,  Paffaic  Falls, 

this  2  2d  day  of  Nov.  1780, 

Geo.  WaJJ^ington. 

Never  was  a  plan  better  arranged  :    and  never  did 

circumltances  promife  more  fure  or  complete   fuccefs. 

The  Brirlfn  were  not  only  unalarmcd,  but  our  own  troops 

were  likevvife   entirely  mifguidcd  in   their  expedlations. 

The  accidental  intervention  of  fome  veiTels  prevented  at 

this  time  the  attempt :  which  was  more  than  once  refum- 

ed  afterwards.      Notwithftanding  this    favorite  project 

was  not  ultimately  effeded,  it  was  evidently  not  lefs  bold 

in  conception  or  feafible  in  accomplifhment,    than   that 

attempted  fo  fuccefsfully    at  Trenton  ;    or  than  that, 

which  was  brought  to  fo  glorious  an  iilue  in  the  fuccefs- 

f.:;i  lie^e  of  Yojk-Town. 
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heroic  virtues  i  or  Hiould  it  prompt  fome 
more  flcilful  hand  to  pourtray  the  illuflrriiHis 
groupe  of  Patriots,  Sages  and  Heroes,  who 
have  guided  our  counfels,  fought  our  battles 
and  adorned  the  memorable  Epocha  oflnde- 
pendence,  it  will  be  an  ample  compenfanon 
ibr  the  trouble  and  excite  a  confolatory  reflec- 
tion through  every  vicilTitude  of  life. 

ISRAEL PUTNAM,who  through  a  regu- 
lar gradation  of  promotion  became  the  fenior 
Major  General  in  the  army  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  next  in  rank  to  General  Wafh- 
ington,  was  born  at  Salem  in  the  Province, 
now  State,,  of  MaiTiichufetts,  on  the  yrhday 
of  January  1718.  His  father,  Capt.  Jofeph 
Putnam  was  the  fon  of  Mr.  John  Putnam, 
who  with  two  brothers  came  from  the  fouth 


It  is  true  the  Marquis  de  Chaftcllux,  whofe  profclTion- 
al  knowledge  and  fountain-head  inteiiigence  have  ena- 
bled him  to  delcribe  ieveral  anions  better  than  they  are 
eliewhere  described,  ipeaks  in  this  inllance  of  an  ulterior 
obje^  :  and  fays  that  feci  ets  were  preierved  more  invio- 
lably in  the  American  than  in  the  French  army.  His 
words  are  : 

*'  C'eft  que  le  fecret  ell  garde  tres  exa<5teinent  a 
I'armee  Americaine  ;  peu  de  perfonnes  oat 
part  a  la  confirmee  du  Chef,  et  en  general  on  y 
paile  moins  que  dans  les  armees  Francoiies-  dcs  op- 
erations de  la  guerre,  et  de  ce  que  Ton  appelie 
chca  nou5  les  Nou-vfUei.^' 
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of  England  and  were  among  the  firfl  fettlers 
of  Salem. 

When  we  thus  behold  a  perfon,  from  the 
humble  walks  of  life,  darting  unnoticed  in 
the  career  of  fame,  and,  by  an  undeviating 
progrefs  through  a  life  of  honor,  arriving  at 
the  higheil  dignity  in  the  flate  ;  curiofity  is 
ftrongly  excited,  and  philofophy  loves  to  trace 
the  path  of  glory  from  the  cradle  of  obfcurity 
to  the  fummit  of  elevation. 

Although  our  anceflors,  the  firft  fettlers 
of  this  land,  amidft  the  extreme  prelTure  of 
poverty  and  danger,  early  inftituted  fchools 
for  the  education  of  youths,  defigned  for  the 
learned  profeffions ;  yet  it  was  thought  fuf- 
ficient  to  inftrudl  thofe  declined  to  labor  on 
the  earth,  in  reading,  writing  and  fuch  rudi- 
ments of  arithmetic,  as  might  be  requifite  for 
keeping  the  accounts  of  their  little  tranfac- 
tions  with  each  other.  Few  farmer's  fons  had 
more  advantages,  none  lefs.  In  this  fbate  of 
mediocrity  it  was  the  lot  of  young  Putnam  to 
be  placed.  His  early  inftruclion  was  not 
confiderable,  and  thea6live  kenes  of  life,  in 
which  he  was  afterwards  engaged,  prevented 
the  opportunity  of  great  literary  improve- 
ment. His  numerous  original  letters,  though 
deficient  in  fcholaftic  accuracy,. always,  difplay 
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the  goodnefs  of  his  heart,  and  frequently  th€ 
firength  of  his  native  genius.  He  had  a  cer- 
tain laconic  mode  of  exprelTion,  and  an  unaf- 
fedted  epigranpiinatic  turn,  which  chJiraderif- 
cd  mofl  of  his  writings. 

To  compenfate  partially  for  the  deficiency 
of  education  (though  nothing  can  remove  or 
counterbalance  the  inconveniences  experienc-r 
ed  from  it  in  public  life)  he  derived  from  his' 
parents  the  fource  of  innumerable  advantag- 
es in  the  (lamina  of  a  vigorous  conftitution. 
Nature,  liberal  in  bellowing  on  him>  bodily 
ftrength,  hafdinefs  and  activity,  was,  by  no 
means,  parfimonious  in  mental  en'^owmen'^s. 
While  we  leave  the  qualities  of  the  under- 
{landing  to  be  developed  in  the  procefs  of 
lit'e,  it  may  not  be  improper,  in  this  place,  to 
defjgnate  fome  of  tlie  circumftances,  which . 
were  calculated  to  diftinguiHi  him  afterwards 
as  a  partizan  officer. 

Courage,  enterprize,  a6livity  and  perfe- 
verance  were  the  firft  chara6leriflics  of  his 
mind.  There  is  a  kind  of  mechanical  cour- 
age, the  offspring  of  pride,  habit  or  difci- 
piine,  that  may  pufh  a  ccv/ard-not  only  to 
perform  his  duty,  but  even  to  venture  on  afts 
of  heroifm,  Putnam's  courage  was  of  a  dif- 
B   2 
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ferent  fpccies.  His  undaunted  feelings  dr« 
pended^  lefs  than  the  feelings  of  moil  others, 
on  external  obje61s^  adventitious  aids,  or  the 
influence  of  example.  He  Hood  alone^  and 
collefled  within  himfelf,  always  polTeiTed  in- 
trepidity equal  to  the  occafion.  His  brave- 
ry, that  appears  to  have  been  conflitutionaj, 
never  for  a  moment  deferted  him  in  the  try- 
ing fituations>  to  which  his  life  was  often  ex- 
pofed.  It  was  a  fpecies  of  cool,  deliberate 
fortitude,  not  afFe6led  by  the  paroxifm  of 
enthufiafm,  or  the  phrenzy  of  defperation. 
It  w^as  ever  attended  with  a  ferenity  of  foul, 
a  clearnefs  of  conception,  a  degree  of  ielf-pof- 
fefTion  and  a  fuperiority  to  all  the  vicifTitudes 
of  fortune,  entirely  diftindl  from  any  thing 
that  can  be  produced  by  the  ferment  of  blood, 
and  flutter  of  fpirits,  which,  not  unfrequent- 
ly,  precipitate  men  to  aftion,  when  ftimulat- 
ed  by  intoxication  or  fome  other  tranfient  ex- 
hilaration. The  heroic  charafter,  thus  found- 
ed on  confbitution  and  animal  fpirits,  cherifli- 
ed  by  education  and  ideas  of  perfonal  free- 
dom, confirmed  by  temperance  and  habits  of 
cxercife,  v/as  completed  by  thedi6tate  ofrea- 
fon,  the  love  of  his  country  and  an  invincible 
fenfe  of  duty.  Such  were  the  qualities  and 
principles,  that  enabled  him  to  meet  unap- 
pa'led  ihf  •^- nfs  f  fT:^":T^''"v,  and  to  pafs  in 
tiAun   h  ■  i.r;;:l:::!ic:i. 
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His  Ciifpofition  was  as  frank  and  gener- 
ous, as  his  mind  was  fearlefs  and  independ^ 
ent.  He  difguifed  nothings  indeed  he 
feemed  incapable  of  difguife.-  Perhaps,  in 
the  intercourfe  he  was  ultimately  obliged  to 
have  with  an  artful  worlds  his  fmcerity,  on 
feme  occafionsj.  outwent  his  difcretion.  Al- 
though he  had  too  much  fuavity  in  his  n3.- 
ture  to  commence  a  quarrel,  he  had  too 
much  fenfibiiity  not  to  feel,  and  too  much 
honor  not  to  refent  an  intended  infult.  The 
firft  tim.e  he  went  to  Bofton,  he  was  infulted 
for  his  ruilicity  by  a  boy  of  twice  his  fize  and 
age;  after  bearing  the  farcafms  until  his  pa- 
tience was  worn  out,  he  challeno;ed,  en2;a£jed 
and  vanquiilied  his  unmannerly  antagonill:,. 
to  the  great  diverficn  of  a  crowd  of  fpedla- 
tors.  While  aftripling  his  ambition  was  to 
perform  the  labor  of  a  man;,  and  to  excel  in 
athletic  diverfions.  In  that  rude,  but  maf- 
culine  age,  whenever  the  village-youth  af- 
fembled  on  their  ufual  occafions  offeftivity  j 
pitching  the  bar,  running:,  leaping  and  wreft- 
ling  were  favorite  amuTements.  At  fuch 
gyminaftic  exercifes  (in  which  during  the 
heroic  timies  of  ancient  Greece  and  Rome, 
conqued  was  confidered  as  the  promife  of 
future  military  fame)  he  bore  the  palm  froai 
almofl  cvay  ring. 
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Before  the  refinements  of  luxury  and  thc^ 
confequent  increafe  of  expences  had  render- 
ed the  maintenance  of  a  family  inconvenient 
or  burdenfome  in  America,  the  fexes  entered 
into  matrimony-  at  an  eaily  age.  Compe- 
tence, attainable  by  ally  was  the  limit  ofpur- 
fuit.  After  the  hardfhips  of  making  a  new 
fettlement  were  overcome  and  the  evils  of 
penury  removed,,  the  inhabitants  enjoyed,  in 
the  lot  of  equality,  innocence  and  fecuriry,- 
fcenes  equally  delightful  with  thofe,  pi61:ured 
by  the  glov/ing  imagination  of  the  poets,  in 
their  favorite  paftoral  life  or  fabulous  golden 
age.  Indeed  the  condition  of  mankind  v/as 
never  more  enviable.  Neither  difparity  of 
age  and  fortune^  nor  fchemes  of  ambition 
and  grandeury  nor  the  pride  and  avarice  of 
high-minded  and  mercenary  parents,  interpof- 
ed  thofe  obilacles  to  the  union  of  congenial- 
fouls,  which  frequently  in  more  polifned  fo- 
ciety  prevent,  imbitter  or  deftroy  all  the  fe- 
licity of  the  connubial  Hate,  Mr.  Putnam 
before  he  attained  the  twenty-firil  year  of 
his  age,  married  Mifs  Pope,  daughter  of  Mr. 
John  Pope  of  Salem,  by  whom  he  had  ten 
children,  feven  of  whom  are  flill  living. 
He  loQ:  the  wife  of  his  youth  in  1764. 
Some  time  after  he  married  Mrs.  Gardiner, 
widow  of  the  late   Mr.  Gardiner  of  Gacdi- 
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ner's  I  (land,  by  whom  he  had  no  iiTae.      She 
died  in  1777. 

In  the  year  1739  ^^  removed  from  Salem 
to  Pomfret,  an  inland  fertile  town  in  Con- 
ne£li cut,  forty  miles  eall  of  Hartford  :  having 
here  purchafed  a  confiderable  tra(5l  of  land, 
he  applied  himfeif  fuccefsfully  to  agricuiture» 

The  firft  years,  on  a  new  farm,  are  nor, 
however,  exempt  from  difafters  and  difap- 
pointments,  which  can  only  be  remedied  by 
ftubborn  and  patient  induftry.  Our  farmer, 
fufficientiy  occupied  in  building  an  houfe  and 
barn,  felling  woods,  making  fences,  fowing 
grain,  planting  orchards  and  taking  care  of 
his  (lock,  had  to  encounter,,  in  turn,  the  ca- 
lamities occanoned  by  drought  in  fummer, 
blafl:  in  harved,  lofs  of  cattle  in  winter,  and 
the  defolacion  of  his  fbeep-foid  by  wolves. 
In  one  night  he  h.ad  feventy  fine  Iheep  and 
goats  killed^  beiides  many  lambs  and  kids 
wounded.  This  havoc  was  committed  by  a 
fhe-wolf,  which,  with  her  annual  whelps,  had 
for  feveral  years  infilled  the  vicinity.  The 
young  were  commonly  deftroyed  by  the  vi- 
gilance of  the  hunters,  but  the  old  one  was 
too  fagacious  to  come  within  reach  of  gun- 
fhot :  upon  being  clofely  purfued  fhe  would 
generally  fly  to  the  weilcrn  woods,  and  re- 
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turn  the  nexc   winter  with  another  litter  of 
whelps. 

This  Wolf,  at  length,  became  fuch  an  in- 
tolerable  nuifance,  that  Mr.  Putnam  entered 
into  a  combination  with  ftve  of  his  neighbors 
to  hunt  alternately  until  they  could  deftroy 
her.  Two,  by  rotation^  were  to  be  conilant- 
iy  in  purfuit.  It  was  known,  that,  hav- 
ing lod  the  toes  from  one  foot,  by  a  fteei- 
trap,  fhe  made  one  track  fliorter  than  the 
other.  By  this  veftige,  the  purfuers  recog- 
nized, in  a  light  fnow,  the  route  of  this  per- 
nicious animal.  Having  followed  her  to 
Conne(5]:icut  river  and  found  fhe  had  turned 
back  in  a  dire(5l  couife  towards  Pornfret,  they 
immediately  returned,  and  by  ten  o'clock  the 
next  morning  the  blood-hounds  had  driven 
her  into  a  deny  about  three  miles  diflant  from 
the  houfe  of  Mr.  Putnam  :  The  people  foon 
colleded  with  dogs,  guns,  ftraw,.  fire  and  ful- 
phur  to  attack  the  common  enemy.  With 
this  apparatus  feveral  unfuccefsful  efforts 
were  made  to  force  her  from  the  den.  The 
hounds  came  back  badly  wounded  and  re- 
fufed  to  return.  The  fmoke  of  blazing  draw 
had  no  effed.  Nor  did  the  fumes  of  burnt 
brimftone,  with  which  the  cavern  was  filled,, 
eom^pel  her  to  quit  the  retirement.  Wearied 
withfuch.fruitlefsattempis(wh;ich.hadbrougiu 
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the  time  to  ten  o'clock  at  night)  Mr.  Put- 
nam tried  once  more  to  make  his  dog  enter, 
but  in  vain  j  he  propofed  to  his  negro  man  to 
eo  down  into  the  cavern  and  fhoot  the  Wolf : 
the  negro  declined  the  hazardous  fervice. 
Then  it  was  that  their  mafter,  angry  at  the 
difappointment,  and  declaring  that  he  was  a- 
fnamed  to  have  a  coward  in  his  family,  re- 
foived  himfelf  to  dellroy  the  ferocious  bead, 
left  Ihe  fhould  efcape  through  fome  unknown 
filTnre  of  the  rock.  His  neighbors  ftrongly 
remonftrated  againft  the  perilous  enterprize  : 
but  he,  knowing  that  wild  animals  were  in- 
timidated by  fire,  and  having  provided  fever- 
ai  ftrips  of  birch-bark,  the  only  combuftible 
material  which  he  could  obtain,  that  would 
afford  light  in  this  deep  and  darkfome  cave, 
prepared  for  his  defcent.  Having,  according- 
ly, divefted  himfelf  of  his  coat  and  waiftcoat, 
and  having  a  long  rope  faftened  round  his 
legs,  by  which  he  m.ight  be  pulled  back,  at  a 
concerted  fjgnal,  he  entered  head  foremoft, 
with  the  blazing;  torch  in  his  hand. 

The  aperture  of  the  den,  on  the  e aft  fide 
of  a  very  high  ledge  of  rocks,  is  about  tv/o 
feet  fquare ;  from  thence  it  defcends  oblique- 
ly fifteen  feet,  then  running  horizontally  a- 
bout  ten  more,  it  afcends  gradually  fixteen 
feet  towards  its    termination.      The  fides  of 
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this  fubterraneous  cavity  are  compofed  of 
[mooth  and  iblid  rocks,  which  fetm  to  have 
been  divided  from  each  other  by  fonne  form- 
er earthquake.  The  top  and  bottom  are  al- 
fo  offtonej  and  theentrance,  in  winter,  being 
covered  with  ice,  is  exceedingly  (lippery.  It 
is  in  no  place  high  enough  for  a  man  to  raife 
himfelf  upright:  nor  in  any  part  more  than 
three  (tti  in  width. 

Having  groped  his  paiTage  to  the  horizon- 
tal part  of  the  den,  the  moft  terrifying  dark- 
ncfs  appeared  in  front  of  the  dim  circle  of 
light  afforded  by  his  torch.  It  was  filent  as 
the  houfe  of  death.  None  but  monfters  of 
the  defert  had  ever  before  explored  this  foli- 
tary  manfion  of  horror.  He,  cautioufly  pro- 
ceeding onward,  came  to  the  afcent;  which 
he  flowly  mounted  on  his  hands  and  knees 
until  he  difcovered  the  glaring  eye-bails  of 
the  wolf,  who  was  fitting  at  the  extremity  of 
the  cavern.  Started  at  the  fight  of  fire,  fhe 
gnafhed  her  teeth  and  gave  a  fallen  growl. 
As  foon  as  he  had  made  the  neceffary  difcov- 
ery,  he  kicked  the  rope  as  a  fignal  for  pull- 
ing him  out.  The  people,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  den,  who  had  liftened  with  painful  anxi- 
ety, hearing  the  growling  of  the  wolf  and 
fuppofing  their  friend  to  be  in  the  mod  im- 
minent dcfnger,  diew  him  forth  with  fuch  ce- 
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lerity  th:it,hls  fhlrt  was  dripped  over  his  head 
and  his  ikin  feverely  lacerated.  After  he 
had  adj Lifted  his  cloaths  and  loaded  his  gun 
with  nine  buck-fhot,  holding  a  torch  in  one 
hand  and  the  mufquet  in  the  other,  he  de- 
fcended  a  fecond  time.  When  he  drew  near- 
er than  before,  the  Wolf,  aiTuming  a  ftill 
more  fierce  and  terrible  appearance,  howling, 
rolling  her  eyts,  fnapping  her  teeth,  and 
dropping  her  head  between  her  legs,  was  evi- 
dently in  the  attitude  and  on  the  point  of 
fpringing  at  him.  At  the  critical  inilant  he 
levelled  and,  fired  at  her  head.  Stunned 
with  thefnockand  fulfocated  withihe  fmoke, 
he  immediately  found  himfelf  drawn  out  of 
the  cave.  But  having  renefiied  himfelf  and 
permitted  the  fm.oke  to  diifipate,  he  went 
down  the  third  time.  Once  more  he  came 
within  fight  of  the  Wolf,  who  appearing  ve- 
ry pafTive,  he  applied  the  torch  to  her  nofe; 
and  perceiving  her  dead,  he  took  hold  of  her 
ears,  and  then  kicking  the  rope  (ftill  tied* 
round  his  legs)  the  people  above,  with  no 
fmall  exultation,  dragged  them  both  out  to- 
gether, 

I    HAVE    offered    thefe  Hicls    in     greater 


to* 


fcha- 


detai),  becaufe  they  contain  a  difplay  o 
raderj  and   becaufe  they  have  been  errone 
C 
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oufly  related  in  feveral  European  publications, 
and  very  much  mutilated  in  the  hiftory  of 
Connedblcut,  a  work  as  replete  with  falfehood 
as  deftitute  of  genius,  lately  printed  in  Lon- 
don. 

Prosperity,  at  length,  began  to  attend 
the  agricultural  affairs  of  Mr.  Putnam.  He 
was  acknowledged  to  be  a  fkilful  and  inde- 
fatigable manager.  His  fields  were  moflly 
enclofed  with  Hone  walls.  His  crops  com- 
monly fucceeded,  becaufe  the  land  was  well 
tilled  and  manured.  His  paftures  and  mea- 
dows became  luxuriant.  His  cattle  were  of 
the  befl  breed  and  in  good  order.  His  gar- 
den and  fruit-trees  prolific.  With  the  avails 
of  the  furplufage  of  his  produce  foreign  ar- 
ticles were  purchafed.  Within  doors  he 
found  the  compenfation  of  his  labors  in  the 
plenty  of  excellent  provifions,  as  well  as  in 
the  happinefs  of  domeftic  fociety. 

A  MORE  particular  defcriptlon  of  his  tran- 
fition  from  narrow  to  eafy  circumflances 
might  be  given ;  but  the  mind,  that  fhall 
have  acquired  an  idea  of  the  habits  of  labor 
and  fimplicity,  to  which  the  induftrious  colo- 
nifts  were  accuftomed,  will  readily  fupply  the 
omifiion.  The  effe£l  of  this  gradual  acqui- 
fition  of  property,  generally  favorable  to  in- 
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dividual  virtue  and  public  felicity,  fliould 
not  however  be  pafTed  over  in  filence.  If 
there  is  fomething  fafcinating  in  the  charms 
of  a  country  life,  from  the  contemplation  of 
beautiful  landfcapesj  there  is  likewife  fome- 
thing elevating  to  the  foul,  in  the  confciouf- 
nefs  of  being  lord  of  the  foil  and  having  the 
power  of  creating  them.  The  man  can 
fcarcely  be  guilty  of  a  fordid  adion,  or  even 
delcend  ro  an  ungenerous  thought,  who,  re- 
moved from  the  apprehenfionof  want,  fees  his 
farm  daily  meliorating  and  afuiming  whate- 
ver appearance  he  pleafes  to  prefcribe.  This 
fituation  converts  the  farmer  into  a  fpecies 
of  rural  philofopher,  by  infpiring  an  honed 
pride  in  his  rank  as  a  freeman,  flattering  the 
natural  propenfity  for  pcrfonal  independence, 
and  nourifhing  an  unlimited  hofpitality  and 
philanthropy  in  his  focial  charader. 

But  the  time  had  now  arrived,  which  was 
to  turn  the  inftruments  ofhufbandry  into 
weapons  of  hoftility,  and  to  exchange  the  hunt- 
ing of  wolves,  who  had  ravaged  the  Iheep- 
foids,  for  the  purfuit  after  Savages  who  had 
defolated  the' frontiers.  Mr.  Putnam  was 
about  J7  years  old,  when  the  war  between 
England  and  France,  which  preceded  the  lad, 
broke  out  in  America.  His  reputation  mu ft 
have  been  favorably   known  to  the  govern- 
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ment,  fmce  among  the  firfl  troops  that  were 
levied  by  Conne6licut,  In  1755,  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  of  a  company  in 
Lyman's  regiment  of  Provincials.  I  have 
mentioned  his  age  at  this  period  exprefsly  to 
obviate  a  prevalent  opinion,  that  he  was  far 
advanced  in  life  when  he  commenced  his  mi- 
litary fervice. 

As  he  was  extremely  popular,  he  found 
no  difficulty  in  enlifting  his  complement  of 
recruits  from  the  mod  hardy,  enterprizing  and 
refpedlable  young  men  of  his  neighborhood. 
The  regiment  joined  the  army,  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  campaign,  not  far  diflant  from 
Crown-Point.  Soon  after  his  arrival  in 
camp,  he  became  intimately  connected  with 
the  famous  partlzan  Captain,  afterwards.  Ma- 
jor Rogers  ^  with  whom  he  was  frequently 
afTociated  in  traverfing  the  wildernefs,  recon- 
noitring the  enemy's  lines,  gaining  intelli- 
gence, and  taking  draggling  prifoners  j  as . 
well  as  in  beating  up  the  quarters  and  fur- 
prifmg  the  advanced  pickets  of  their  army. 
For  thefe  operations  a  corps  of  rangers,  was 
formed  from  the  irregulars.  The  firft  time 
Rogers  and  Putnam  were  detached  with  a 
party  of  thefe  light  troops  it  was  the  fortune 
of  the  latter  to  preferve,  with  his  own  hand, 
the  life  of  the  former,  and  to  cement  their 


fi*Iend{hip  with  the  blood  of  one  of  their  ene- 
mies. The  object  of  this  expedition  was  to 
obtain  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  pofition 
andftate  of  the  works  at  Crown  Point,  It  was 
impra6]:icable  to  approach  with  rheir  party  near 
enough  for  this  purpofe,  without  being  dif- 
Govered.  AJonC;,  the  undertaking  was  fuffi- 
ciently  hazardousj  on  account  of  the  fwarms 
of  hoilile  Indians,  who  infefted  the  woods. 
Our  two  partizans^.  however^  left  all  their  men 
at  a  conv-enient  diftance^  w.ith  Uriel  orders  to 
continue  concealed  until  their  return..  Hav- 
ing thus  cautioufly  taken  their  arrangements,, 
they  advanced  with  the  profoundeil  filence,. 
in  the  evening;,  and  lay,  during  the  night, 
contiguous  to  the  fortrefs.  Early  in  the- 
morning,  they  ap[)roached  fo  clofe  as  to  be  a^ 
hie  to  gjve  fatisfaclory  Information^,  to  the 
general  who  had  fent  them,  on  the  fcveral 
points  to  which  their  attention  had  been  (H- 
r.edled  :  but. Captain  Rogers,,  being  at  a  little 
diftance  from  Captain  Putnam,  fortuitouQy 
met  a  ilout  Frenchman, who  inftantly  feized. 
his  fuzee  with  one  hand  and  with  the  other 
attempted  to  ftab  him,,  while  he  called' to  an 
adjacent  guard  for  afTiftance,.  The  guard 
anfvv'ered.  Putnam,  perceiving  the  immi- 
nent dangerof  his  friend,,  and  that  no  tim:: 
was  to  be  loll  or  farther  alarm  given  bv  fir- 
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ingy  ran  rapidly  to  them,  while  they  were  yet 
ilruggling,  and  with  the  butt-end  of  his  piece 
laid  the  Frenchman  dead  at  his  feet.  The 
partizans,  to  elude  purfuit,  precipitated  their 
flight,  joined  the  party  and  returned  with- 
out lofs  to  the  encampment.  Not  many 
occafions  occurred  for  partizans  to  difplay 
their  talents  in  the  courfe  of  this  fummer. 
The  war  was  chequered  with  various  fortune 
in  different  quarters — fuch  as  the  total  defeat 
of  General  Braddock,  and  the  fplendid  vic- 
tory of  Sir  William  Johnfon  over  the 
French  troops  commanded  by  the  Baron 
Diefkau.  The  brilliancy  of  this  fuccefswas 
necefiary  to  confole  the  Americans  for  the  dif- 
grace  of  that  difafter.  Here  I  might,  indeed., 
take  a  pride  in  contrafting  the  condu6l  of  the 
Britifh  Regulars,  who  had  been  ambufcaded 
on  the  Monongahela  -,  with  that  of  the  Pro- 
vincials (under  Johnfon)  who,  having  been 
attacked  in  their  lines,  gallantly  repulled  the 
enemy  and  took  their  General  prifoner  :  did 
I  confider  myfelf  at  liberty  to  fwell  this  elTay 
with  refiedions  on  events,  in  which  Putnam 
not  dire6lly  concerned.  The  time  for  which 
the  colonial  troops  engaged  to  fervc,  termin- 
ated with  the  campaign.  Putnam  was  re-ap- 
pointed and  again  took  the  field  in  1756. 

Few  are  fo  ignorant  of  war  as  net  to  know. 
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that  military  adventures,  in  the  night,  are  al- 
ways extremely  liable  to  accidents.     Captain 
Putnann,  having  been  commanded  to  recon- 
noitre the  enem.y's  camp  at  the  Ovens y    near 
Ticcnderoga^  took  the  brave  Lieutenant  Ro- 
bert Durkee  as  his  companion.     In  attempt-^ 
ing  to  execute  thefe  orders,  he  narrowly  miff- 
ed being    taken   himfelf  in  the  firft  inftance 
and  killing  his  friend  in  the  fecond.     It  was 
cuftomary    for  the  Britilh    and    Provincial 
troops  to  place  their  fires  round  their   camp, 
which  frequently  expofed  them  to  the  enemy's 
fcouts  and  patroles.      A    contrary   pra6lice, 
then  unknown  in  the  Englifh  army,  prevail- 
ed among  the  French  and  Indians.      The 
plan  was  much  more  rational  -,  they  kept  their 
fires  in  the  centre,  lodged  their  men  circular- 
ly at  a  diftance  and  polled  their  centinels  in 
the   furrounding  darknefs.      Our  partizans 
approached    the    camp — and  fuppofing  the 
centries  were  within  the  circle  of  fires,  crept 
upon  their  hands  and  knees  with  the  greateft 
poflible  caution,  until,  to  their  utter  aftonifh- 
ment,  they  found  themfelves  in  the   thickeft 
of  the  enemy.      The   centinels,  difcovering 
them,  fired  and  (lightly  wounded  Durkee  in 
the  thigh.     He  and  Putnam  had  no  alterna- 
tive.,    They  fled.      The  latter,   being  fore- 
nioft  andfcacely  able  to  fee  his  hand  before 
him,  foon  plyngcd  into  a  clay-pit.     Durkee, 
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almoft  at  the  identical  moment,  came  tumo - 
ling  after.  Putnam;,  by  no  means  pleafed  at 
finding  a  companion  and  believing  iiim  to  be 
one  of  the  enemy,  lifted  his  tomahawk  to  give 
the  cieadly  blow — when  Durkee,  (who  had 
followed  fo  clofely  as  to  know  him)  enquired 
whether  he  had  efcaped  unhurt.  Captain 
Putnam,,  inftantly  recognizing  the  voice, 
dropped  his  weapon  :  and  both,  fpringing 
from  the  pit,  made  good  their  retreat  to  the 
neighboring  ledges,,  amidft  a  fhower  of  ran- 
dom lliot.  There  they  betook  themfelves  to 
a  large  log^  by  the  fide  of  which  they  lodged, 
the  remainder  of  the  night.  Before  they  lay 
down.  Captain  Putnam  faid  he  had  a  little 
rum  in  his  canteen,  which  could  never  be 
more  acceptable  or  necellary  ;  but  on  exam- 
ining the  canteen,  which  hung  under  his 
arm,  he  found  the  enemy  had  pierced  it  withi 
their  balls  and  that  there  was  not  a  drop  of 
liquor  left.  The  next  day  he  found  fourteen 
bullet  holes  in  his  blanket. 

In  the  fame  fummer  a  body  of  the  enemy^, 
Gonfifting  of  600.  men,  att  icked  the  baggage 
and  provifion  waggons  at  a  place  called  the 
half-way  brook  j  it  being  equidiilant  from 
Fort  Edward,,  and  tl^e  fouth  end  of  lake 
George.  Having  killed  the  oxen  and  plun- 
dered the  waggons,  they  rctreat'>:d  v/ith  their 
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booty  without  having  met  with  fuch  renrrancc 
as  might  have  been  expe6led  from  the (trength 
oftheefcort.  General  Webb,  upon  receiv- 
ing intelligence  of  this  difafter,  ordered  .  the 
Captains  Putnam  and  Rogers  "  to  take  lOO 
"  volunteers  in  boats,  with  two  wall-pieces 
*^  and  two  blunderbulTes,  and  to  proceed 
*'  down  lake  George  to  a  certain  point :  there 
*'  to  leave  the  batteaux  under  a  proper  guard, 
"  and  thence  to  crofs  by  land  fo  as  to  harrafs 
"  and  if  pra6licable  intercept  the  retreating 
*^  enemy  at  the  narrows."  Thefe  orders 
were  executed  with  fomuchpundluality,  that 
the  party  arrived  at  the  deftined  place  half  an 
hour  before  the  hoftile  boats  came  in  view. 
Here  they  waited,  under  cover,  until  the  en- 
emy (ignorant  of  thefe  proceedings)  entered 
the  narrows  v/ith  their  batteaux  loaded  with 
plunder.  Then  the  volunteers-poured  upon 
them  volley  after  volley,  killed  many  of  the 
oarfmen,  funk  a  number  of  the  batteaux, 
and  would  foon  have  deftroyed  the  whole 
body  of  the  enemy,  had  not  the  unufual  pre- 
cipitancy of  their  paiTage  (favored  by  the 
wind)  carried  them  through  the  narrows  into 
the  wide  part  of  South  Bay  -,  where  they  were 
out  of  the  reach  of  mufquet  (hot.  The  fhat- 
tered  remnant  of  the  little  fleet  foon  arrived 
at  Ticonderoga  and  gave  information  that 
Putnam  and  Rogers  were  at  the  narrows.    A 
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frefh  party  was  inftantly  detached  to  cut  them 
in  pieces,  on  their  return  to  Fort  Edward. 
Our  partizans,  fenfible  of  the  probability  of 
fuch  an  attempt,  and  being  full  twenty  miles 
from  their  boats,  ftrained  every  nerve  to  reach 
them  as  foon  as  poflible  ;  which  they  effefted 
the  fame  night.  Next  day,  when  they  had 
returned  as  far  as  Sabbathday  Point,  they 
difcovered,  on  fhore,  the  before  mentioned 
detachment  of  300  men,  who  had  pafled  them 
in  the  night,  and  who  now,  on  perceiving 
our  party,  took  to  their  boats  with  the  great- 
eft  alacrity,  and  rowed  out  to  give  bat- 
tle. They  advanced  in  line,  maintaining  a 
good  mein  and  felicitating  themfelves  upon 
the  profpeft  of  an  eafy  conqueft,  from  the 
great  fuperiori ty  of  their  numbers.  Fiulhed 
with  thefe  expedations,  they  were  permitted 
to  come  within  piftol-fhot  before  a  gun  was 
fired.  At  once,  the  wall-pieces  and  blunder- 
bufles,  which  had  been  brought  to  rake  them 
in  the  moft  vulnerable  point,  were  difcharg- 
ed.  As  no  fuch  reception  had  been  forefeen, 
the  affailants  were  thrown  into  the  utmoft 
diforder.  Their  terror  and  confufion  were 
greatly  encreafed  by  a  well- di reded  and  moft 
deftruclive  fire  of  the  fmall  arms.  The  lar- 
ger pieces  being  reloaded,  without  annoy- 
ance, continued  akernately  with  the  mufquet- 
ry  to  make   dreadful  havoc,    until    the  rout 
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was  completed  and  the  enemy  driven  back 
to  Ticonderoga.  In  this  a6lion,  one  of  the 
bark  canoes  contained  twenty  Indians^  of 
whom  fifteen  were  killed.  Great  numbers, 
from  other  boats,  both  of  French  and  In- 
dians wxre  feen  to  fall  overboard  :  but  the 
account  of  their  total  lofs  could  never  be  af- 
certained.  Rogers  and  Putnam  had  but  one 
man  killed  and  two  (lightly  wounded.  They 
now  landed  on  the  point  and  having  refrefli- 
ed  their  men  at  leifure,  returned  in  good  or- 
der to  the  Britilh  camp. 

Soon  after  thefe  rencounters,  a  lingular 
kind  of  race  was  run  by  our  nimble-footed 
Provincial  and  an  a6live  young  Frenchman. 
The  liberty  of  each  was  by  turns  at  Hake. 
General  Webb,  wanting  a  prifoner  for  the 
fake  of  intelligence,  fent  Capt.  Putnam  with 
five  men  to  procure  one.  The  Captain  con- 
cealed himfelf  near  the  road  which  leads  from 
Ticonderoga  to  the  Ovens.  His  men  feem- 
ed  fond  of  fhewing  themfelves,  which  unlbl- 
dierlike  condu6t  he  prohibited  with  the  fe- 
vereft  reprehenfion.  This  rebuke  they  im- 
puted to  unnecelTary  fear.  The  obfervation 
is  as  true  as  vulgar,  that  perfons,  diftinguifh- 
able  for  temerity  when  there  is  no  apparent 
danger,  are  generally  poltroons  whenever 
danger  approaches.     They  had  not  lain  long. 
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in  the  high  grafs,  before  a  Frenchman  and  an 
Indian  pafTed — the  Indian  was  confiderably  in 
advance.  Asfoonas  the  former  had  gone  by, 
Putnam,  relying  on  the  fidelity  of  his  men;, 
fprang  up,  ran  and  ordered  them  to  follow. 
After  runinng  about  thirty  rods,  he  feized  the 
Frenchman  by  the  fhoulders  and  forced  him 
to  furrender  :  But  his  prifoner,  looking 
round,  perceiving  no  other  enemy  and  know- 
ing the  Indian  would  be  ready  in  a  mom.cnt 
to  alTift  him,  began  to  make  an  obftinate  re- 
fiftance.  Putnam,  finding  himfelf  betrayed 
by  his  men  into  a  perilous  dilemma,  let  go 
his  hold,  ilepped  back  and  fnapped  his  piece, 
which  was  levelled  at  the  Frenchman's  breaft. 
It  miffed  fire.  Upon  this,  he  thought  it  mod 
prudent  to  retreat.  The  Frenchman,  in  turn, 
chafed  him  back  to  his  men,  who,  at  laft  raif- 
ed  themfelves  from  the  grafs  j  which  his  pur- 
fuer,  efpying  in  good  time  for  himfelf,  made 
his  efcape.  Putnam,  miortified  that  thefe 
men  had  fruilrated  his  fuccefs,  difmifTcd  them 
with  difgrace  ;  and,  not  long  after  accom- 
pliilied  his  objed.*  Such  little  feats,  as  the 
capture  of  a  fingle  prifoner,  may  be  of  infi- 
nitely more  confequence  than  fome,  who  are 
unacquainted  with  military  affairs,  would  be 
apt  to  imajgine.  In  a  country  covered  with 
w^oods,  like  that  part  of  America  then  the 
feat  of  war, ;  the  difiiculty  of  procuring  and 
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-die  importance  of  pofTcning  good  intelli- 
gence can  fcarcely  be  conceived  even  by  Eu- 
ropean commanders.  They,  however,  who 
know  its  value,  w  ill  not  appr^^ciate  lightly  the 
jfervices  of  an  able  paTtizan. 

NoTKiNG,  worthy  of  remark,  happened 
during  this  campa-ign  except  the  lofs  of  Of- 
wego.  That  Fort,  which  had  been  built 
by  General  Shirley  to  protect  the  peltry 
trade,  cover  the  country  on  the  Mohawk  Ri- 
ver and  facilitate  an  invafion  of  Canada  by 
Fronr^enac  and  Niagara,  fell  into  the  hands  of 
ithe  enemy  with  a  garrifbn  of  fixteen  hundred 
men  and  one  hundred  pieces  of  cannon. 

The  active  fervices  of  Captain  Putnam  on 

every  occafion  attracted  the  admiration  of  the 

public,  and  induced  the  Legiilature  cf  Con- 

^ned:icut  to  promote  him  to  a  majority  in  17*5 7. 

Lord  Loudon  was  then  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Britilli  forces  in  America,  The 
expedition  againft  Crown  Point,  which  from 
the  commencement  of  hoftilities  had  been  in 
contemplation,  feemed  to  give  place  to  a  more 
important  operation  that  was  meditated  againft 
Louifbourg.  But  the  arrival  of  the  Breft 
fquadron  at  that  place  prevented  the  attempt; 
and  the  lofs  of  Fort  William-Henry  ferved 
D 
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to  clafs  this  with  the  two  former  iinfucceisfui 
campaigns.  It  was  rumoured  and  partially 
credited  at  the  time,  that  General  Webb^  who 
commanded  in  the  northern  department,  had 
early  intimation  of  the  movement  of  the 
French  army,  and  might  have  efredually  fuc- 
coured  the  garrifon.  The  fubfequent  fads 
will  place  the  affair  in  its  proper  light. 

A  FEW  days  before  the  feige,  Major  Put- 
nam, v/ith  two  hundred  men,  efcorted  Gener- 
al Webb  from  Fort  Edward  to  Fort  William- 
Henry.  The  objed  was  to  examine  the 
ilate  of  this  fortification,  which  flood  at  the 
fouthern  extremity  of  Lake  George.  Several 
abortive  attempts  having  been  made  by  Major 
Rogers  and  others  in  the  night  feafon,  Major 
Putnam  propofed  to  go  down  the  lake  in  o- 
pen  day-light,  land  at  Northweil-Bay  and 
tarry  on  fhore,  until  he  could  make  fatisfac- 
tory  difcovery  of  the  enemy  *s  adual  fituatioa 
at  Ticonderoga  and  the  adjacent  polls.  The 
plan  (which  he  fuggefted)  of  landing  with 
only  five  men  and  fending  back  the  boats,  to 
prevent  detection,  was  deemed  too  hazard- 
ous by  the  General,  At  length,  however,  he 
was  permitted  to  proceed  with  eighteen  vo- 
lunteers in  three  whale  boats  :  but  before  he 
arrived  at  North  weft-Bay  he  difcovered  a  bo- 
dy of  men  on  an  IQand.     Immediately  upon 
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this,  he  left  two  boats  to  fiili  at  a  dida.ncc,. 
that  they  might  not  occafion  an  alarm,  and 
returned  himielf  with  the  information.  The 
General^feeing  him  rowing  back  w^ith  great  ve- 
locity, in  a  Tingle  boat,  concluded  the  others 
were  captured  and  fent  a  ikiff  with  orders  for 
him  alone  to  come  on  Ihore.  After  advifing 
the  General  of  the  circumftanceS;,  he  urged 
the  expediency  of  returning  to  make  further 
difcoveries  and  bring  off  the  boats.-  "Leave 
was  relu6tantly  given.  He  found  his  people^, 
and,  pafiing  ftill  onward,  difcovered  (by  the 
aid  of  a  good  perfpedive  glafs)  a  large  army 
in  motion.  By  this  time  feveral  of  the  ad- 
vanced canoes  had  nearly  furrounded  him, 
but,  by  the  fwiftnefs  of  his  whale-boats,  he 
efcaped  through  the  midfl:  of  them.  On  his 
return  he  informed  the  General  minutely  of 
all  he  had  fee n,.  and  intimated  his  conviction 
that  the  exp^^dition  muft  obvioufiy  be  dcftin- 
ed  againft  Fore  William-HenF^.  That  Com- 
mander, flridlly  enjoining  filence  on  the  fub- 
jeCt,  direded  him  to  put  his  men  under  an 
oath  of  fecrecy  and  to  prepare,  without  lofs 
of  time,  to  return  to  the  Head  Quarters  of  the 
Army.  Major  Putnam  obferved  "he  hoped 
"  his  Excellency  did  not  intend  to  neglecl  fo 
*^  fair  an  opportunity  of  giving  battle,  Ihould 
*^  the  enemy  prefume  to  land" — "  "What  do 
*•  you  think  v/e  fhould  do  here^"  replied  the 
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General.  Accordingly  the  next  day  he  re- 
turned and  the  day  after  Colonel  Monro  was 
ordered  from  Fort  Edward,  with  his  regi- 
ment, to  reinforce  th«  garrilbn.  That  ofE- 
cer  took  with  him  all  his  rich  baggage  and 
camp  equipage,  notwithflianding  Major  Put- 
nam's advice  to  the  contrary.  The  day  fol- 
lowing his  arrival,,  the  enemy  landed  and  be- 
fieged  the  place. 

The  Marquis  de  Montcalm,  Commander  in 
Chief  for  the  French  in  Canada  (intending  to 
take  advantage  of  the  abfence  of  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  Britifli  force,  which  he  under- 
(lood  to  be  employed  under  Lord  Loudon  a- 
gainft  Louifbourg)  had  afTembled  whatever 
men  could  be  fpared  from  Ticonderogr^, 
Crown  Point  and  the  other  garrifonsj  with 
thefe  he  had  combined  a  confiderable  corps  of 
Canadians  and  a  larger  body  of  Indians  than 
had  ever  before  been  collecled  :  making  in 
the  whole  an  army  of  nearly  eight  thoufand 
men.  Our  garrifon  confided  of  twenty-five 
hundred  and  was  commanded  by  Colonel 
Monro,  a  very  gallant  officer  y  who  found  the 
means  offending  expre-(s  after  exprefs  to  Gen- 
eral Webb,  with  an  account  of  his  fituation 
and  the  molt  prefTing  folicitation  for  fuccour. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  army  at  Fort  Edward, 
which  originally  amounted   ta  abaut  four 
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tliDufanc^,  Had  been  conliderably  augmented 
by  Johnfon's  troops  and  the  n:iiiitia.  On  the" 
Sih  or  9th  day  after  the  landing  of  the 
French,- General  Johnfon  (in  confequence  of 
repeated  applications)  was  fufFered  to  march 
for  the  relief  of  the  garrifon,  with  all  the 
Provincials^  Militia  and  Putnam^Sv  Rangers  % 
but  before  they  had  proceeded  three:  miles, 
the  order  was  countermanded  and  they  re- 
turned. M.-de  Montcalm  informed  Major 
Purnam  when  a  prifoner  in  Canada^- that  one 
of  his  running  Indians  faw  and  reported  this 
m.ovement^andj  upon  being  queilioned  rela- 
tively to  the  numbers,anfwered  in  their  figura- 
tive iiy  le,  '^"Ifyou  can  count  the  leaz'ss  on  the  trees ^ 
you  can  count  them.'"  In  efFect^the  operations 
of  the  fiege  was  fufpended  and  preparations 
made  for  re-imibarking,  when  another  of  the 
runners  reported  that  the  detachment  liad 
gone  back.  The  Marquis  de  Montcalm^  pro- 
vided with  a  good  train  of  artiliervy  meeting 
with  no  annoyance  from  the  Britilh  army,  and 
butinconfiderableinterrupiion  from  the  garri"- 
fon,.  accelerated^  his  approaches  fo  rapidly  as  to 
obtain  poiTciTion  of  the  Fort,  in  a  fhort  time 
after  completing  the  inveftiture.  An  inter- 
cepted letter  fr-om  General  Webb,  advifing 
the  furrender,.  was  fent  into  the  Fort  to  Colo- 
r.ei  Monro  by  the  French  General. 
D  z 
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The  garrifon  engaged  not  to  ferve  for 
eighteen  months  and  were  permitted  to  march- 
out  with  the  honors  of  war.  But  the  Sava- 
ges regarded  not  tlie  capitulation^  nor  could 
they  be  reftrained^  by  the  utmoft  exertion  of 
the  Commanding  Officer,  from  committing 
the  moil  outrageous  ads  of  cruelty..  They 
ftrippedand  plundered  all  the  prifoners,  and 
murdered  great  numbers  in  cold  blood. 
Thofe^  who  efcaped  by  flight  or  the  protec- 
tion of  the  French,  arrived  in  a  forlorn  con- 
dition at  Fort  Edward  r  Among  thele  was  the 
Ccmaiardunt  of  the  Garrifon.. 

The  day  fucceedjng  this  deplorable  fcene 
of  carnage  and  barbarity.  Major  Putnam  hav- 
ing been  difpatched  with  his  R-angers,  to 
watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  came  to  the 
Hiore,.  when  their  rear  was  fcarcely  beyond  the 
reach  of  mufquet  (hot.  They  had  carried 
off  all  the  cannon,,  (lores  and  water-craft,. 
TheFort  was  demoliflied.  The  barracks,  the 
out-houfes  and  futtlers  booths- were  heaps  of 
ruins..  The  fires,  not  yet  extind:,.  and.  the 
fmoke,.offenfive  from-  the  mucilaginous  na- 
ture of  the  fuel,  but  illy  concealed  innumera- 
ble fragaients  of  human  ilculls  and  bones, 
and,  in  fome  inftances-  carcafes  half-confum- 
ed.  Dead  bodies,  weltering  in  bloody  were 
every  where  to  be  Icea^  violated  with  all  the 
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wanton  mutilations  of  favage  ingenuity* 
More  than  one  hundred  wonien^  Ibme  witb 
their  brains  fail  oozing  from  the  battered 
heads,  others  with  their  whole  hair  wrenched 
colie6tively  with  the  (kin  fronn  the  bloody 
&ulls,  and  many  (with  their  throats  cut)  moS: 
inhunnanly  ftabbed  and  butchered  3  lay  ftrip- 
ped  entirely  naked,  with  their  bowels  torn 
our,  and  afforded  a  I'pedacle  too  horrible  for 
dclbription.- 

NoT  long  after  this  misfortune,  General 
Lyman  fucceeded  to  the  command  of  Fort 
Edward.  He  refolved  to  ftrengthen  it.  For 
this  purpofeone  hundred  and  fifty  men  were 
t?mpio\ed  in  cutting  timber.  To  cover 
them.  Captain  Little  was  polled  (with  fifty 
Britifh  Regulars)  at  the  head  of  a  thick  fwam.p 
about  one  hundred  rods  eaftwardof  the  Fort 
^-to  which  his  communication  lay  over  a 
tongue  of  landj  formed  on  the  one  fidt  by  the 
fwamp  and  by  a  creek. on  the  other. 

One  morning,  at  day  break,  a  Centinel  faw 
jndi&ncflly  feveral  birds,,  as  he-  conceived^ 
come  from  the  fwamp  and  fly  over  him  with 
incredible  fwiftnefs.  While  he  was  ruminat- 
ing on.tliefe  wondepful  birxis  and  endeavoring  to 
form  fo me  idea  of  their  color,  fliape  and  fize^ 
an  arrow  buried  itfelf  in  the  limb  of  a  tree 
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juH  above  his  head.     He  now  dlfcov  ered  the 
quality,  and  defign  of  thefe  winged   meflen- 
gers  of  fate,  and  gave  the  alarm.       Inftantly 
the  working  party  began  to  retreat  along  the 
dehle.     A  large  body  of  Savages,    had    con 
eealed  themfelves  in   the  morafs  before   the 
guard  was  pofted,  were  attempting  in  this  way 
to  kill  the  centinel  without  noife,  with  defign 
to  fur  prize  the  whole  party.      Finding  the  a- 
larm  given,  they  rulhed  from  the  covert,  Ilioc 
and  tomahawked  thole  who  were  nearell  at 
hand,  and  prefTed  hard  on  the   remainder  of 
the  unarmed  fugitives.     Captain    Little  flew 
to  their  relief,,  and;,  by  pouring  on   the  In- 
dians a  well-timed  nre,.checked  the  puriuit  and 
enabled  fuch  ofthe  fatigue-men   as   did   not 
fall  in  the  firft  on  let,   to  retire  to  the  Fort. 
Thither  he  fent  for  alTiflance,.  his  little  party 
being  almoft  over-powered     by     numbers. 
B-ut  the   Commandant,    im.agining  that   the 
main  body  of  the  enemy  were  appi^oaehing 
for  a  general  affaulr,  called   in  his  out -polls 
and  ihut  the  gates. 

Major  Putnam  lay,  with  his  Rangers,,  cn^ 
an  IQand  adjacent  to  the  Fort.  Having  heard" 
the  mufquGtry  and  learned  that  his  friend 
Captain  Little  was  in  the  utmoft  peril,-  lie 
plunged  into  the  river  at  the  head  of  his 
corps  acvd  waded  through  the  water  towards 
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the  place  of  engagement.  This  brought  him 
fo  near  to  the  Forr,  that  General  Lyman,  ap- 
prized of  his  defign  and  unwilling  that  the 
lives  of  a  few  more  brave  men  ihould  be  ex- 
pofed  to  what  he  deemed  inevitable  deftruc- 
tion,  mounted  the  parapet  and  ordered  him  to 
proceed  no  farther.  The  Major  only  took 
time  to  make  the  bed  (liort  apology  he  could 
and  marched  on.  This  is  the  only  inflance 
in  the  whok  courfe  of  his  military  fervice, 
wherein  he  did  not  pay  the  ilr.idteft  obedience 
to  orders ;  and  in  this  inftance  his  motive 
was  highly  commendable.  But  when  fuch 
conduct,  even  if  fanclified  by  fuccefs,  is  pafT- 
cd  over  with  impunity,  it  demonftrates  that 
ail  is  not  right  in  the  military  fyftem.  In  a 
difciplined  army,  fuch  as  that  of  the  United 
States  became  under  General  Wafhington,  an 
officer  guilty  of  a  (lighter  violation  of  orders, 
however  elevated  in  rank  or  mieritorious  in 
fervice,  would  have  been  brought  before  the 
bar  of  a  Court  Martial.  Were  it  not  for  the 
fedudlive  tendency  of  a  brave  man's  example, 
Imight  have  been  fpared  the  mortification  of 
making  thele  remarks  on  the  condu6l  of  an 
officer,  whofe  diftinguifhing  charaderiflics 
were  promptitude  for  duty  and  love  offubor- 
dination  as  well  as  cheerfulnefs  to  encounter 
every  fpecie:*  of  difficulty  and  danger; 
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The  Rangers  of  Putnam  foon  opened  their 
way  for  a  junction  with  the  little  handful 
of  Regulars,  who  ftill  obftinately  maintained 
their  ground.  By  his  advice  the  whole  rufh- 
ed  impetuoufly  with  iTioiits  and  huzzas  into 
the  fwamp.  The  Savages  fled  on  every  fide 
and  were  chafed,  with  no  inconfiderable  lofs 
on  their  part,  as  long  as  the  day-light  lafted. 
On  ours  only  one  man  was  killed  in  the  pur- 
fuit.  His  death  was  imaiediately  revenged 
by  that  of  the  Indian  who  (hot  him.  This 
Indian  was  one  of  the  Runners — a  chofen  bo- 
dy of  adivef  young  men,  who  are  made  ufe  of 
not  only  to  procure  intelligence  and  convey 
tidings,  but  alfo  to  guard  the  rear  on  a  retreat. 

Here  it  will  not  be  unfeafonable  to  men- 
tion fome  of  the  cuftoms  in  war,  peculiar  to 
the  aborigines,  which,  on  the  prefent  as  well 
as  other  occafions,  they  put  in  pradlice. 
Whenever  a  retreating,  efpecially,  a  flying 
party  had  gained  the  fummit  of  a  rifing 
ground  ;  they  fee  re  ted  one  or  two  runners 
behind  trees,  copfes  or  buflies  to  fire  at  the 
enemy  upon  their  afcending  the  hill.  This 
commonly  occafloned  the  enemy  to  halt  and 
form  for  battle.  In  the  interim  the  runners 
uied  fuch  dexterity  as  to  be  rarely  difcovered, 
or  if  difcovered,  they  vaniflied  behind  the 
height  and  rejoined  their   brother-warriors^ 
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who,  having  thus  llolen  a  dlftance,  were  of- 
tentimes feen  by  their  purfuers  no  more.  Or 
if  the  purfuers  we're  too  eager  they  feldom 
failed  to  atone  for  their  rafhnefs  by  falling  in- 
to an  ambufcade.  The  Mohawks,  who  were 
afterwards  much  employed  in  fcouts  under  the 
orders  of  Major  Putnam,  and  who  were  per- 
fedlly  verfed  in  all  the  wiles  and  ftratagems 
of  their  countrymen,  fhewed  him  the  mode 
of  avoiding  the  evils  of  either  alternative. 
In  fufpicious  thickets  and  at  the  borders  of 
every  confiderable  eminence,  a  momentary 
paufe  was  made,  while  they,  in  different 
parts,  penetrated  or  afcended  with  acautiouf- 
nefs  that  cannot  be  eafily  defcribed.  They 
feemed  all  eye  and  ear.  When  they  found 
no  lurking  mifchief,  they  would  beckon  with 
the  hand  and  pronounce  the  word,  "  ow- 
"  iSH,"  with  a  long  labial  hiiTing,  the  0  being 
almoft  quiefcent.  This  was  ever  the  watch- 
word for  the  main  body  to  advance. 

Indians,  who  went  to  war  together  and 
who  for  any  reafon  found  it  neceiTary  to  fep- 
arate  into  different  routes,  always  left  two  or 
three  Runntrs  at  the  place  of  feparation,  to 
give  timely  notice  to  either  party  in  cafe  of 
purfuit. 

If  a  warrior  chanced  to  flraggle  and  lofc 
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himfelf  in  the  woods,  or  to  be  retarded  by 
accident  or  wound )  the  party  mifTing  him 
would  frequently,  on  their  march,  break 
down  a  bulli  or  a  fhrub  and  leave  the  top 
pointing  in  the  direftion  they  had  gone,  that 
the  flraggler,  when  he  fliould  behold  it,  might 
fhape  his  courfe  accordingly. 

We  come  to  the  campaign  when  General 
Abercrombie  took  the  command  at  Fort  Ed- 
ward. That  General  ordered  Major  Put- 
nam, with  fixty  men,  to  proceed  by  land  to 
South  Bay  on  Lake  George,  for  the  purpofe 
of  m^aking  difcoveries  and  intercepting  the 
enemy's  parties.  The  latter,  in  compiyance 
with  thefe  orders,  poded  himfelf  at  Wood 
Creek,  near  its  entrance  into  South  Bay.  On 
this  bank,  which  forms  a  jutting  precipice 
ten  or  twelve  feet  above  the  water,  lie  erected 
a  ftone  parapet  thirty  feet  in  length  ;  and 
malked  it  with  young  pine-trees,  cut  at  a  dif- 
tance,  and  fo  artfully  planted  as  to  imitate 
the  natural  growth.  From  hence  he  fent 
back  fifteen  of  his  men,  who  had  fallen  fick^ 
Diftrefs  for  want  of  provifions,  occafioned  by 
the  length  of  march  and  time  fpent  on  this 
temporary  fortification,  compelled  him  to  de- 
viate from  a  rule  he  had  eftabliflied,  never  to 
permit  a  gun  to  be  fired  but  at  an  enemy, 
while  on  a  fcout.  He  was  now  obliged  hii^* 
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felf  to  fhoot  abuck,  which  had  jumped  into 
the  Creek,  in  order  to  eke  out  their  fcanty 
fubfidence  until  the  fourth  day  after  the  com- 
pletion of  the  works.  About  ten  o'clock 
that  evening,  one  of  the  men  on  duty  at  the 
.  margin  of  the  Bay  informed  him,  that  a  fieet 
of  bark  canoes,  filled  with  men,  was  fleering 
t  towards  the  mouth  of  the  creek.  He  imme- 
*  diately  called  in  all  his  centinels  and  ordered 
every  man  to  his  pod.  A  profound  flillnefs 
reigned  in  the  atmofphere  and  the  full  moon 
■:  fhone  with  uncomm^on  brightncfs>  The 
•creek,  which  the  enemy  entered,  is  about  fix 
rods  wide,  and  the  bank  oppofire  to  the  parapet 
above  twenty  feet  high.  It  was  intended 
to  permit  the  canoes  in  front  to  pafs — they 
had  accordingly  juft  pafied,  when  a  foldier  ac- 
cidentally ftruck  his  firelock  againll  a  (lone. 
The  commanding  officer  in  the  van  canoe 
heard  the  noife  and  repeated  feveral  times  the 
Savage  watch-word  Owish  1  Inftantly  the 
canoes  huddled  together,  with  their  centre 
precifely  infront  of  the  works^  covering  the 
creek,  for  a  confiderable  dillance,  above  and 
below.  The  officers  appeared  to  be  in  deep 
'  confultation  and  the  fleet  on  the  point  of  re- 
turning 3  when  Major  Putnam,  who  had  or- 
dered his  men  in  the  moil  pereinprcry  man- 
ner, not  to  fire  untill  he  fhouid  kt  the  exam- 
.ple^  gave  the  fignal  by  difcharging  his  pi^ce. 
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They  fired.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  in- 
extricable confufion  and  apparent  conderna- 
tion  occafioned  by  this  well  concerted  attack. 
But,  at  lall,  the  enemy  finding,  from  the  un- 
frequency  (though  there  was  no  abfolute  in- 
termiiTion)  in  the  firing,  that  the  number  of 
jourmen  muft  be  fmall,  refolved  to  land  be- 
low and  furround  them.  Putnam,  apprehen- 
sive of  this  from  the, movement,  fent  Lieute- 
nant Robert  Durkee*,  with  tvv'elve  men,  a- 
bout  thirtyrods  down  the  creek,  who  arrived 
in  time  to  repulfe  the  party  which  attempted 
to  land.  Another  fmall  detachment;,  under 
Lieutenant  Parfons,  was  ordered  up  the  creek 
to  prevent  any  fimilar  attempt.  In  the  mean 
time, -Major. Putnami,  kept  up  (through  the 
whole  night)  an  inceflant  and  deadly  fire  on 
the  main  body  of  the  enemy  ;  without  receiv- 
ing any  thing  in  return  but  fhot  void  of  efTedl^, 
accompanied  with  dolorous  groans,  mifera- 
^ble  ftiiieks  and  difmal  favage   yells.      After 

*.As  the  name  of  the  brave  Durkee  will  occur  no 
more  in  thefe  fheets,  I  may  be  indulged  in  mentioning 
-hh  melancholy  fate.  He  furvived  this  war,  and  was  ap- 
pointed a  Captain  in  that  war  which  terminated  in  the 
acknowledgement  of  our  Independence.  In  1778  he 
fv'as  weunded  and  taken  prifoner  by  the  Savages,  at  the 
battle  of  Wyoming  on  the  Sufquehannah.  Having 
been  condemned  to  be  burnt,  the  Indians  kept  him  in 
the  flames  with  pitchforks,  until  he  expired  in  the  inoit 
excruciating  torments. 
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day-break  he  was  advifed  that  one  part  of  the 
enemy  had  effected  a  landing  confiderably  be- 
low, and  were  rapidly  advancing  to  cut  off 
his  retreat.  Appnfedofthe  great  fuperiori- 
ty  ftill  oppofed  to  him,  as  well  as  of  the  ntn- 
ation  of  his  own  foldiers,  fome  of  whom  were 
entirely  deftitute  of  ammunition,  and  the  red 
reduced  to  one  or  two  rounds  per  man,  ha 
commanded  them  to  fwing  their  packs.  By 
hailening  the  retreat,  in  good  order,  they  had 
juft  time  to  retire  far  enough  up  the  creek  to 
prevent  being  enciofed.  During  this  long 
continued  a6tion,  in  which  the  Americans 
had  flain  at  leaft  five  times  their  own  num- 
ber, only  one  Provincial  and  one  Indian  were 
wounded  on  their  fide.  Thefe  unfortunate 
men  had  been  fent  off  for  camp  in  the  night, 
with  two  men  to  affifi:  them,,  and  dire6lions 
to  proceed  by  Wood  Creek  as  the  fafeil, 
though  not  the  Ihorteft,  route.  But  having 
taken  a  nearer  way,  they  were  purfued  and 
overtaken  by  the  Indians,  who^  from  the 
blood  on  the  leaves  and  bufhes,  believed  that 
they  were  on  the  trail  of  our  whole  party. 
The  wounded,  defpairing  of  mercy  and  una- 
ble to  fly,  infiftcd  that  the  well  foldiers  fhould 
make  their  efcape,.  which,  on  a  moment's  de- 
liberation, they  effeded.  The  Provincial, 
whofe  thigh  was  broken  by  a  ball,  upon  the 
approach  of  the  Savages  fired  his  piece   and- 
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killed  three  of  them ;  after  which  he  v/as 
quickly  hacked  in  pieces.  The  Indian,  how- 
ever, was  faved  alive.  This  man,  Major 
Pumam  faw,,  afterwards,  in  Canada.  Where 
he  jikewife  learned  that  his  enemy  in  the  re- 
encounter  at  Wood  Cieek  ccnfifted  of  five 
hundred  French  and  Indians,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  celebrated  partizan  Molang, 
and  that  no  party,  fince  the  war,^  had  fuffered 
fo  fevereiy,  as  more  than  one  half  of  thofe 
"who  went  out  never  returned. 

Our  brave  little  company,  reduced  to  for- 
ty in  number,  had  proceeded  along  the  bank 
of  the  creek  about  an  hour's  march,  when 
Major  Furnam,  being  in  front,  was  fired  up- 
on by  a  party  juft  at  hand.  He,  rightly  ap- 
preciating the  advantage  often  obtained  by 
afTuming  a  bold  countenance  on  a  critical  oc- 
cafion,  in  a-  ftentorophonic  tone  ordered  his 
men  to  rufh  on  the  enem^y  and  prom/ifed  that 
they  Qiould  foon  give  a  good  account  of  them. 
It  proved  to  be  a  fcout  of  Provincials,  who 
conceived  they  were  firing  upon  the  French  ^ 
but  the  Commanding  OiScer,  knowing  Put- 
nam's voice,  cried  out  "  that  they  were  aP 
*^  friends." — Upon  this  the  Major  told  him 
abruptly,  "  that  friends  or  enemies,  they  aH 
*'  deferved  to  be  hanged  for  not  killing  more 
^'  when  they  had  fo  fair  a  Ihot.''      In  fad:. 
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but  one  man  was  mortally  wounded.  While 
thefe  things  were  tranfadled,  a  faithful  fol- 
dier,  whofe  ammunition  had  been  early  ex- 
haufted,  made  his  way  to  the  Fort  and  gave 
fuch  information^  that  General  Lyman  was 
detached  with  five  hundred  men  to  cover  the 
retreat.  Major  Putnam  met  them  at  only 
twelve  miles  diftance  from  the  Fort,  to  which- 
they  returned  the  next  day. 

In  the  winter  of  1757,  when  Colonel  Ha- 
viland  was  Commandant  of  Fort  Edward,  the 
barracks  adjoining  to  the  north-wed  biflion 
took  fire.  They  extended  within  twelve  fset 
of  the  Magazine;,  which  contained  three  hun- 
dred barrels  of  powder.  On  its  tiril  difcov- 
ery,  the  fire  raged  with  great  violence.  The 
Commandant  endeavored,  in  vain,  by  dif- 
charging  fome  pieces  of  heavy  artillery  againft- 
the  iupportersof  this  flight  of  barracks,  to  le- 
vel them  with  the  ground.  Putnam  arriv- 
ed from  the  liland  where  he  wasftationtd,  at 
the  moment  when  the  blaze  approached  that 
end  which  was  contis;uous  to  the  Ma^iazine, 
Inilantly  a  vigorous  attempt  was  made  to  cx- 
tinguifli  the  conflagration,  A<  way  w-is  o- 
pened  by  a  poiTcrn  gate  to  the  river,  and  the 
foldiers  were  employed  in  bringing  water  j- 
which  ne,  having  mounted  on  a  ia-  citi-  to  tne 
ev^s  of  the  builduig,  received. and  ifitrerV  up* 
E  2 
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cn  the. flame.     It  continued,  notwlthflanding^ 
their  utmoft  efforts,  to  gain  upon  thenn.     He 
flood,  enveloped  in  Imoke,  fo  near  the   flieet 
of  fire,  that  a  pair  of  thick    bhmket  mittens 
were  burnt  entirely  from  his  hands — he  was 
fuppiied  with   another    pair    dipt  in  water. 
Colonel  Haviland  fearing  that  he  would  pe- 
njh  in  the  flames,    called   to  him  to  come 
down.     But  he  entreated  that  he  might  be 
fuftered  to  remain,  fince  deftrudion  mud  in- 
evitably enfue  if  their  exertions  ihould  be  re- 
mitted.    The  gallant  Commandant  not  lefs 
aftoniHied  than  charmed   at   the   boldnefs  of 
his  conduct,  forbade  any  more  efFc6ls   to   be 
carried  out  of  the  Fort,  animated  the  men  to 
redoubled  diligence,  and  exclaimed    ^'^  if  we 
*^-  mud  be  blown  up,  we  will  go  all  together/' 
At  lafl:,   when  the  barracks  were  feen  to    be 
tumbling,  Putnam  defcended,  placed  himfelf 
at  the  interval,  and  continued  from  an  inctf- 
fant  rotation  of  repleniflied    buckets   to  pour 
water    upon    the   Magazine.       The    outfide 
planks  were  already  confumed  by  the  proximity 
of  the  fire  i  and  as  only  one  thicknefs  of  tim- 
ber intervened,  the  trepidation  now  became 
general  and  extrem.e.  Putnam,  flillundaunted^ 
covered  with  a  cloud  of  cinders  and  fcorched 
with  the  intenfity  of  the  heat,  maintained  his 
pofition  until  the  fire  fubfided  and  the  danger 
was  wholly  over.     He  had  contended  ^or  one 
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hour  and  an  half  with  that  terrible  element. 
His  legs,  his  thighs,  his  arms  and  his  face 
were  bliftertd  ;  and  when  he  pulled  off  his 
fecond  pair  of  m.ittens  the  fl<.in  from  his  hands 
and  fingers  followed  them.  It  was  a  month 
before  he  recovered.  The  Commandant,  to 
whom  his  merits  had  before  endeared  him, 
could  not  flifle  the  emotions  of  gratitude, 
due  to  the  man  who  had  been  fo  mllrumental 
in  prefcrving  the  Magazine,  the  Fort  and  the 
Garrifon. 

The  repulfe  before  Ticonderogatook  place 
in  175S.  General  Abercrombie,  the  Britifh 
Commander  in  Chief  in  America,  conducted 
the  expedition.  His  army,  which  amounted 
to  nearly  fixieen  thoufand  Regulars  and  Pro- 
vincials, was  amply  fupplied  with  Artiller/ 
and  military  Stores.  This  well-appointed 
corps  palTed  over  Lake  George,  and  landed, 
without  oppofition,  at  the  point  of  deftina- 
tion.  The  troops  advanced  in  columns. 
Lord  Howe  having  Major  Putnam  with  him, 
was  in  front  of  the  center.  A  body  of  about 
five  hundred  men  (the  advance  or  pickets  of 
the  French  army)  which  had  fled  at  firft,  be- 
gan to  fkirmifli  with  our  left.  "  Putnam," 
faid  Lord  Howe,  '*  what  means  that  firing  r" 
"  I  know  not,  but  with  your  Lordihip's  leav« 
*'  will  fee/'  replied  the  former.    "  I  will  ac-» 
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^^  company  yoii,"  rejoined  the  gallant  young 
Nobleman.  In  vain  did  Major  Putnam  at- 
tempt to  dilTuade  him  by  faying — *^  My 
"  Lord,  if  I  am  killed,  the  lois  of  my  life 
^^  will  be  of  little  confequence,,  but  the  pre- 
^^  fervation  of  your's  is  of  infinite  importance 
^'  to  this  army."  The  only  anfwer  was, 
"  Putnam,  your  life  is  as  dear  to  you  as  mine 
*^  is  tome;  I  am  determined  to  go."  One 
hundred  of  the  van,  under  Major  Putnam, 
filed  off  with  Lord  Howe.  They  foon  met 
the  left  flank  of  the  enemy's  advance,  by 
'whofe  firft  fire  his  Lordfhip  fell. — It  was  a 
lofs  indeed  5  and  particularly  felt  in  the  oper- 
ations which  occurred  three  days  after- 
wards. His  manners  and  his  virtues,  ha-d 
made  him  the  idol  of  the  army.  From  his 
firft  arrival  in  America,  he  had  accommoda- 
ted* himfelf  and  his  regiment  to  the  peculiar 
nature  of  the  fervice.  Exemplary  to  the  offi- 
cer, a  friend  of  the  foldier,  the  model  of  dif- 
cipline,  he  had  not  failed  to  encounter  every 
hardihip  and  hazard.  Nothing  could  'be 
more  calculated  to  infpire  men  v/ith  the  rafli 
animation  of  rage,  or  to  temper  it  with  the 
cool  perfeverance  of  revenge,    than  the  fight 

*  He  cut  his  hair  fliort  and  induced  the  Regiment  to 
follow  the  exf-rnpie.  He  faOiimed  their  cloathing  for 
the  adlivity  of  lervice,  and  divelled. himfelf  and  them  ©f 
every  aiiicLeof  luperiUjoas  bag^^a^e. 
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of  fiich  a  hero,  Co  beloved,  fallen  in  his  coiin- 
try*s  caufe.  It  had  the  ette6l.  Putnam's 
party,  having  cut  their  way  obliquely  through 
the  enemy's  ranks,  and  having  been  joined  by 
Captain  D'EU  with  twenty  men,  together 
wiih  Jbme other  fmall  parties,  charged  them 
fo  furioufiy  in  rear,  that  nearly  three  hundred 
were  killed  on  the  fpot  and  one  hundred  and 
forty-eight  made  prilbners.  In  the  mean 
time,  from  the  unlkilifulntfs  of  the  guides, 
feme  of  our  columns  were  bev/ildered.  The 
left  wing,  feeing  Putnam's  party  in  their 
front,  advancing  over  the  dead  bodies  towards 
them,  commenced  a  briflc  and  heavy  fire, 
which  killed  a  Sejjeant  and  frveral  privates. 
Nor  could  they,  by  founds  or  figns,  be  con- 
vinced of  their  miftake,  until  Major  Pu^nam,^ 
preferring  (if  Heaven  had  thus  ordained  it) 
the  lofs  of  his  own  life  to  the  iofs  of  the  lives 
of  his  brave  afibciates,  ran  [hrou.L-h  the  midfb 
of  the  flying  balls  and  prevented  the  impend- 
ing cataft)?ophe. 

The  tender  feelings,  which  Major  PutnaiTl 
pofTelTcd,  taught  him  to  refpecl  an  unfortu-^ 
nace  foe  and  to  ftrive  by  every  lenient  art  in 
his  power  to  alleviate  the  miferies  of  war. 
For  this  purpofe  he  remained  on  the  field,  un- 
til it  began  to  grow  dark,  employed^  m  col- 
lecting fuch  of  the  enemy  as  were  left  wound- 


C       S3       ) 

td  to  one  place ;  he  gave  them  all  the  liquor 
and  little  refrefliinents  which  he  could  pro- 
cure 3  he  furniflied  toeach  of  them  a  blank- 
et ',  he  put  three  blankets  under  a  French 
Serjeant  who  was  badly  wounded  through  the 
body,  and  placed  him  in  an  eafy  pofture  by 
the  fide  of  a  tree — the  poor  fellow  could  on- 
ly fqu  eze  his  hand  with  an  expreiTive  grafp. 
"  Ah/'  faid  Major  Putnam,  *'  depend  upon 
**  it,  my  brave  Soldier,  you  fhali  be  brought 
*■'  to  the  camp  as  foon  as  pofTiblCj^  and  the 
"  fame  care  fhall  be  taken  of  you  as  if  you 
"  were  my  brother/' — The  next  morning 
Major  Rogers  was  lent  to  reconnoitre  the 
field  and  to  bring  off  the  wounded  prifoners 
— but  finding  the  wounded  unable  to  help 
themfelves,  in  order  to  fave  trouble,  he  dif- 
patched  every  one  of  them  to  the  world  of 
Spirits.  Putnam's  was  not  the  only  heart 
that  bled  :  The  Provincial  and  Britifh  Offi- 
cers who  became  acquainted  with  the  fa6l 
were  (truck  with  inexprefTible  horror. 

TicoNDEROGA  IS  furrounded  on  three  fides 
by  water,  on  the  fourth,  for  forne  diftancc 
extends  a  dangerous  morafs,  the  remainder 
was  then  fortified  with  a  line  eight  feet  high 
and  planted  with  artillery.  For  one  hundred 
yards  in  front,  the  plain  was  covered  with 
great  trees,  cut  for   the  purpofe  of  defence  j 
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whofe  Interwoven  and  lliarpened  branches 
projeded  outwards.  Notwirilandino;  thcfe 
impediments,  the  Engineer,  who  had  been 
employed  to  reconnoitre,  reported,  as  his  o- 
pinion,  ihat  the  works  might  be  carried  with 
mufquetry.  The  difficulty  and  delay  of 
dragging  the  battering  cannon,  over  grounds 
^almoft  impraclicable,  induced  the  adoption 
of  this  fatal  advice — to  which,  hov/ever,  a  ru- 
mour that  the  garrifon,  already  confiftino-  of 
four  or  five  thoufand  men,  was  on  the  point 
of  being  augmented  v/ith  three  thoufand  more, 
probably  contributed.'  The  attack  was  as 
fpirited  in  execution  as  ill-judged  in  deH^^n. 
The  affaiiants,  after  having  been  for  more 
than  four  hours  expofed  to  a  moft  fatal  fire, 
without  having  made  any  imprelTion  by  their 
reiterated  and  obftinate  proofs  of  valor,  were 
ordered  to  retreat.  Major  Putnam,  who  had 
aded  as  an  aid  in  bringing  the  Provincial  re- 
giments fuccefTively  to  adion,  afTifled  in  pre- 
lerving  order.  Ic  was  fiid  that  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  enemy  were  ihot  in  the  head,  every 
other  part  having  been  concealed  beliind  their 
works.  The  lofs  on  our  fide  was  upwards  of 
two  thoufand  killed  and  wounded.  Twenty- 
five  hundred  ilands  of  arms  were  taken  by 
the  French.  Our  army,  after  fuftaining  this 
iiavoc,  retreated  with  fuch  extraordinary  pre- 
-i:!pitation,  that  they  regained  their  camp  at 
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the  fouthward  of  Lake  George,   the  evening 
after  the  aclion. 

The  fucceffes,  in  ot'ier  parts  ofAmerica^ 
made  aniv-nds  for  this  defeat.  Lou;fbourg, 
after  a  vigorous  fiege,  was  reduced  by  the 
Generals  A.iihcrft  and  Wolf^  Fronrenac,  a 
poft  of  importance  on  the  communication  be- 
tween Lake  Onrario  and  the  St.  Lawrence, 
furrendered  to  Colonel  Bradftreer ;  and  Fort 
Dii  Q^iefne,  fituated  at  the  confluence  of  the 
Monongahela  with  the  Ohio  (the  pofTefTion 
of  which  had  kindled  the  flame  of  war,  that 
now  fpread  through  the  four  quarters  of  the 
globe)  was  captured  by  General  Forbes. 

A  few  adventures,  in  which  the  public  in- 
terefts  were  little  concerned,  but  which  from 
their  peculiarity  appear  worthy  of  being  pre- 
ferved,  happened  before  the  conclufion  of  the 
year.  As  one  day.  Major  Putnam  chanced 
to  lie,  with  a  batteau  and  five  men,  on  the 
eaftern  fhore  of  the  Hudfon,  near  the  Rapids, 
contiguous  to  which  Fort  Miller  ftood  ;  his 
men  on  the  oppofite  bank  gave  him  to  under- 
hand that  a  large  body  of  Savages  were  in  his 
rear  and  would  be  upon  him  in  a  moment. — 
To  ftay  and  be  facrificed — to  attempt  crofT-' 
ing  and  be  fhot — or  to  go  down  the  falls,  withi 
an  almoft  abfolute  certainty  of  being  drown- 
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ed  5  were  the  fole  alternatives,  that  prefented 
themfelves  to  his  choice.  So  inftantaneouf- 
]y  was  the  latter  adopted,  that  one  man  who 
had  rambled  a  little  from  the  party,  was^  of 
necefTity,  left,  and  fell  a  miferable  viftini 
,to  favage  barbarity.  The  Indians  arrived 
on  the  fhore  foon  enough  to  fire  many  balls 
on  the  batteau  before  it  could  be  got  under 
way.  No  fooner  had  our  batteau-men  efcap- 
ed,  by  favor  of  the  rapidity  of  the  current, 
beyond  the  reach  of  mufl^et  Ihot ;  than  death 
feemedonly  to  have  been  avoided  in  one  form, 
to  be  encountered  in  another,  not  lefs  terrible. 
Prominent  rocks,  latent  ihelves,  abforbing 
eddies,  and  abrupt  defcenrs,  for  a  quarter  of 
a  mile,  afforded  fcarcely  the  fmalletl  chanfe 
of  efcaping  without  a  miracle.  Putnam, 
trufting  himfelf  to  a  good  Providence  whofe 
kindnefs  he  had  often  experienced,  rather 
than  to  men,  whofe  tendereft  mercies  are  cru- 
elty, was  now  feen  to  place  himfelf  fedately^t 
the  helm,  and  afford  an  aftonilhing  fpec- 
tacle  of  ferenity  :  His  companions,  with  a 
mixture  of  terror,  admiration  and  wonder, 
faw  him,  inceffantly  changing  the  courfe,  to 
avoid  the  jaws  of  ruin,  that  feemed  expanded 
to  fv/allow  the  whirling  boat.  Twice  he 
turned  it  fairly  round  to  fhun  the  rifts  of  rocks. 
Amidft  thefe  eddies  in  which  there  was  the 
greatefl  danger  of  its  foundering,    at  one  mo- 


(      62       ) 

ment  the  fides  were  expofed  to  the  fury  of  the 
waves;  then  the  ftern,  and  next  the  bow 
glanced  obliquely  onward,  with  inconceiva- 
ble velocity. — With  not  lefs  annazement  the 
Savages  beheld  him  fometimes  mounting  the 
billows,  then  plunging  abruptly  down,  at  a- 
ther  times  fkillfully  veering  from  the  rocks, 
and  fliooting  through  the  only  narrow  paf- 
fagei  until,  at  laft,  they  viewed  the  boat 
fafely  gliding  on  the  fmooth  furface  of  the 
ftream  below.  At  this  fight,  it  is  afierted, 
that  thefe  rude  fons  of  nature  were  atFeded 
with  the  fame  kind  of  .fuperftitious  venera- 
tion, which  the  Europeans  in  the  dark  ages 
entertained  for  fome  of  their  moft  valorous 
champions.  They  deemed  the  man  invul- 
nerable, whom  their  balls  (on  his  pufhing 
from  fhore)  would  not  touch ;  and  whom 
they  had  feen  fteering  in  fafety  down  the  ra- 
pids that  had  never  before  been  pafTed.  They 
conceived  it  would  be  an  affront  againft  the 
Great  Spirit,  to  attempt  to  kill  this  favored 
mortal  with  powder  and  ball,  if  they  lliould 
ever  fee  and  know  him  again. 

In  the  month  of  Auguft,  five  hundred  men 
were  employed,  under  the  orders  of  the  Ma- 
jors, Rogers  and  Putnam,  to  watch  the  mo- 
tions of  the  enemy  near  Ticonderoga.  Ac 
.So.uth  Bay  they  feparated  the  party   into  two 
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equal  divlfions,  and  Rogers  took  a  pofititin 
on  \¥ood  Creek  twelve  rniles  difiant  from 
Putnam.-  Upon  being,  ibme  time  aftei- 
wards,  difcovered,  they  formed  a  re-ufiioh 
and  concerted  meafures  for  returning  to  Fort 
Edward.  Their  march  through  the  woods^ 
was  in  three  divifions  by  files,  the  right  com- 
manded by  Rogers,  the  left  by  Putnam  and 
the  centre  by  Captain  D'Eil.  The  firft  night 
they  encamped  on  the  banks  of  Clear  Rivery 
about  a  mile  from  old  Fort  Ann,  which  had 
been  formerly  built  by  General  Nicholfon. 
Next  morning,  Major  Rogers  and  a  Britiik 
officer,  named  Irwin,  incautioufly  fuffered 
themfelves,  from  a  fpirit  of  falfe  emulatioHj 
to  be  eno-ao^ed  in  firino-  at  a  mark.  Nothino; 
could  have  been  more  repugnant  to  the  mili- 
tary principles  of  Putnam  than  fuch  condudl ; 
or  reprobated  by  him  in  more  pointed  terms, 
Asfoon  as  the  heavy  dew  v/hich  had  fallen  the 
preceding  night  would  permit,  the  detach- 
ment moved  in  one  body,  Putnam  being  in 
front,  D'Ell  in  center  and  Rogers  in  the  rear. 
The  impervious  growth  of  fnrubs  and  under- 
bruih  that  had  fprung  up,  where  the  land  had 
been  partially  cleared  fome  years  before,  oc- 
.cafioned  this  chano;e  in  the  order  of  march. 
At  the  moment  of  moving,  the  famous  French 
partizan  Molang,  who  had  been  Tent  with 
five  hundred  men  to  intercept  our  party^  w'as 
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rot  more  than  one  mile  and  an  half  diRant 
from  them.  Having  heard  the  firing,  he 
hafted  to  lay  an  ambufcade  precifely  in  that 
fart  of  the  wood  mod  favorable  to  his  pro- 
jed.  Major  Putnam  was  juft  emerging  from 
the  thicket  into  the  common  foreft,  when  the 
enemy  rofe,  and  with  difcordant  yells  and 
whoops,  commenced  an  attack  upon  the  right 
of  his  divifion.  Surprifed,  but  undifmayed, 
Putnam  halted,  returned  the  fire  and  palled 
the  word  for  the  other  divifions  to  advance 
for  his  fupport.  D'Ell  came.  The  adion, 
though  widely  fcattercd  and  principally  fought 
between  man  and  man,  foon  grew  general  and 
intenfely  warm.  It  would  be  as  difHcult  as 
ufelefs  to  defcribe  this  irregular  and  ferocious 
mode  of  fighting.  Rogers  came  not  up  : 
bur,  as  he  declared  afterwards,  formed  a  cir- 
cular file  between  our  party  and  Wood  Creek 
to  prevent  their  being  taken  in  rear  or  enfi- 
laded. Succefsful  as  he  commonly  was,  his 
conduct  did  not  always  pafs  without  unfavora- 
ble imputation.  Notwithflanding  it  was  a 
current  faying  in  the  camp,  **  that  Rogers 
**  always/tv;/,  but  Putnam  Ay/ his  men  to  ac- 
"  tion,"  yet,  in  juftice,  it  ought  to  be  re- 
marked here,  that  the  latter  has  never  been 
known,  in  relating  the  fbory  of  this  day*s  dif- 
after,  to  afnx  any  ftjgma  upon  the  conduct  of 
the  former. 
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Major  Putnam,  perceiving  it  would  be 
impra(fl:icable  to  crofs  the  Creek,  determine d 
to  maintain  his  ground.  Infpired  by  his  ex- 
ample, the  oiHccrs  and  men  behaved  with 
great  bravery  :  fometimes  they  fought  aggre- 
gately in  open  view,  and  fom-etimes  indivi- 
dually under  cover  -,  taking  aim  from  behind 
the  bodies  of  trees  and  adtina:  in  a  manner 
independent  of  each  other.  For  himfelf^ 
having  difcharged  his  fuzee  feveral  times,  at 
length  it  milTcd  fire,  while  the  muzzle  was 
prefTed  aganft  the  breafl  of  a  large  and  well 
proportioned  Savage.  This  ivarncr^  avail- 
ing himfelf  of  the  indefenfible  attitude  of  his 
adverfary,  with  a  tremendous  war-whoop 
fprang  forward,  with  his  lifted  hatchet,  and 
compelled  him  to  fnrrender ;  and  having  dif- 
armed  and  bound  him  fail"  to  a  tree>  returned 
to  the  battle. 

The  intrepid  Captains  D'Ell  and  Harms n^ 
who  now  comms.'iclcct,  were  forced  to  give 
ground  for  a  little  ditlance  :  the  Savages,. 
conceiving  this  to  be  the  certain  harbinger  of 
vi6lory, rufhed  impetuoudy  on,  v/ith  dieadfal 
and  redoubled  cries.  But  our  two  partizans, 
col  letting  a  handful  of  brave  men,  gave  the 
purfuers  fo  warm  a  reception  .as  to  oblige 
them,  in  turn,  to  retreat  a  litde  beyo^.d  the 
fpot  at  which  the  aclion   had   comnicnced^ 
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Here  they  made  a  iland.  This  change  of 
ground  occafioned  the  tree  to  which  Putnam 
was  tied  to  be  diredly  between  the  fire  of  the 
two  parties.  Human  imagination  can  hard- 
ly figure  to  itfelf  a  more  deplorable  fituation. 
The  bails  fiew  incellantly  from  either  fide, 
many  ftruck  the  tree,  while  fome  paflfed 
through  the  (leeves  and  fkirts  of  his  coat.  In 
this  Hate  of  jeopardy,  unable  to  move  his 
body,  to  ftir  his  limbs  or  even  to  incline  his 
head,  he  remiained  more  than  an  hour.  So 
equally  balanced  and  fo  obftinate  was  the 
fight !  At  one  moment,  while  the  battle 
fwerved  in  favor  of  the  enemy,  a  young  Sav- 
age, chofe  an  odd  way  of  difcovering  his  hu- 
mour. He  found  Putnam  bound.  He 
might  have  difpatched  him  at  a  blow.  But 
he  loved  better  to  excite  the  terrors  of  the 
prlfoner,  by  hurling  a  tomahawk  at  his  head 
- — or  rather  it  fliould  feem  his  objcdl  was  to 
fee  how  near  he  could  throw  it  without  touch- 
ing him — the  weapon  ftruck  in  the  tree  a 
number  of  times  at  a  hair's  breadth  diftance 
from  the  mark.  When  the  Indian  had  fi- 
nifned  his  amufem.ent,  a  French  Bas-Officer 
(a  much  more  inveterate  favage  by  nature, 
though  defcended  from  fo  humane  and  polifh- 
cd  a  nanon)  perceiving  Putnam,  came  up  to 
him,  and,  levelling  a  fuzee  within  a  foot  of 
his  bread  attempte^l  to  difcharge  it ;  it  mifled 
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fire — inefre6luully  did  the  intended  vidim, 
iblicit  the  treatment  due  to  his  fitnation,  by 
repeating,  that  he  was  a  prifoner  of  war. 
The  degenerate  Frenchman  did  not  under- 
(land  the  language  of  honor  or  of  nature  : 
deaf  to  their  voice  and  dead  to  fenfibiiityj  he 
violently  and  repeatedly  pufhed  the  muzzle 
of  his  gun  againilPutnam*s  ribs,  and  finally 
gave  him  a  cruel  blow  on  the  jaw  with  the 
butt  of  his  piece.  Afcer  this  daftardly  deed 
he  left  him. 

At  length  the  a6llve  intrepidity  of  B'EU 
and  *Harman,  feconded  by  the  perfevering 
valor  of  their  followers,  prevailed.  They 
drove  from  the  field  the  enemy,  who  left  a- 
bout  ninety  dead  behind  them.  As  they  were 
retiring  Putnam  was  untied  by  the  Indian 
who  had  made  him  prifoner  and  whom^  he  af- 
terwards called  mailer.  Having  been  con- 
duced for  fome  diftance  from  the  place  of 
a6lion,  he  was  dripped  of  his  coat,  vefr, 
{lockings  and  fhoes ;  loaded  with  as  many  of 
the  packs  of  the  wounded  as  could  be  piled 
upon  him  ;  flrongly  pinioned,  and  his  v/rifts 
tied  as  clofely  together  as  they  could  be  pull- 
ed with  a  cord.  After  he  had  marched, 
through   no  pleafant  paths,   in   this   painful 

*  This  worthy  officer  is  ft  ill  living  at  Marlborough, 
in  the  State  cf  MafTachafetts* 
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manner,  for  many  a  tedious  mile ;  the  party 
(who  were  exceflive!y  fatigued)  halted  to 
breathe.  Flis  hands  were  now  immoderate- 
ly fwelled  from'the  tightnels  of  the  ligature  : 
and  the  pain  had  become  intolerable.  His 
feet  wei'e  fo  much  fcratched  that  the  blood 
dropped  fad  from  them.  Exhaufled  with 
bearing  a  burden  above  his  ftrength,  and 
frantic  with  tormients  exquifite  beyond  en- 
durance ;  he  entreated  the  Irifli  Interpreter 
to  implore  as  the  laft  and  only  grace  he  defir- 
ed  of  the  Savages^  that  they  would  knock 
him  on  the  head  and  take  his  fcalp  at  onc-e^ 
or  ioofe  his  hands.  A  French  oHicer,  in- 
flantly  interpofing>  ordered  his  hartds  to  be 
unbound  and  fome  of  the  packs  to  be  taken 
oft.  By  this  time  the  Indian  who  captured 
him  and  had  been  abfent  with  the  wounded, 
coming  up^  gave  him  a  pair  of  Mocafbns  and 
exprelled  great  indignation  at  the  unvv'orthy 
treatment  his  prifoner  had  fuffered. 

That  Savage  Chief  again  returned  to  the 
care  of  the' wounded,  and  the  Indians,  about 
two  hundred  in  number,  went  before  the  refl 
of  the  party  to  the  place  where  the  whole  v/ere, 
that  night,  to  encamp.  They  rook  with  them 
Major  Putnam,  on  whom  (befides  innumera- 
ble other  outrages)  they  had  the  barbarity  to 
inflid  a  dctp  wound  v^'idi  a  tomahawk,  in  the 
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left  cheek.  His  fufferings  were  in  this  place 
to  be  confummated.  A  fcene  of  horror,  in- 
finitely greater  than  had  ever  met  his  eyes  be- 
fore, was  now  preparing.  It  was  determined 
to  roaft  him  alive. — For  this  purpofe  they  led 
him  into  a  dark  fcreft,  llripped  him  naked, 
bound  him  to  a  tree  and  piled  dry  brufli  with 
other  fuel,  at  a  fmall  diftance,  in  a  circle 
round  hfm.  They  accompanied  their  labors, 
as  if  for  his  funeral  dirge^  with  fcreams  and 
founds  inimitable  but  by  favage  voices. 
Then  they  fet  the  piles  on  fire.  A  fudden 
fliower  damped  the  rifing  flame.  Still  they 
•ftrove  tokipidleit,  until,  at  lafl:.  the  blaze  ran 
fiercely  round  the  circle.  Major  Putnam 
foon  began  to  feel  the  fcorching  heat.  His 
hands  were  fo  tied  that  he  could  move  his  bo- 
dy. He  often  flilfted  fides  as  the  fire  ap~ 
preached.  This  fight,  at  the  very  idea  of 
which  all  but  Savages  m.uft  ll:iudder,  afforded 
the  higheft  diverfion  to  his  inhuman  torment-' 
ors,  who  demonftrated  the  delirium  of  their 
joy  by  correfpondent  yells,  dances  and  gefti- 
culations.  He  fa^/  clearly  that  his  final  hour 
was  inevitably  come.  Fie  fummoned  all  his 
refoiution  and  compofed  his  mind,  as  far  as 
the  circumftances  could  admit,  to  bid  an  e- 
ternal  farewell  to  all  he  held  mofl  dear.  To 
quit  the  world  would  fcarcely  have  coil:  a  Cm^ 
gie  pang  but  for  the  idea  of  home,  but  for  the 
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remembrance  of  domeftic  endearments,  of  the 
alredion.ite  partner  of  his  foul,  and  of  their 
beloved  offspring.  FIis  thought  was  ulti- 
mately fixed  on  a  happier  ftate  of  exigence, 
beyond  the  tortuies  he  was  beginning  to  en- 
dure. The  bitternefs  of  death,  even  of  that 
death  which  is  accompanied  with  the  keened 
agonies,  was,  in  a  manner,  pad — nature,  with 
a  feeble  ftruggle,  was  quitting  its  Jaft 
hold  on  fublunary  things — when  a  French 
officer  rufhed  through  the  crowd,  opened  a 
way  by  fcattering  the  burning  brands,  and  un- 
bound the  vidim.  It  was  Molang  himfelf — 
to  whom  a  Savage,  unwilling  to  fee  another 
human  facrifice  immolated,  had  run  and  com- 
inunicated  the  tidings.  That  Commandant 
fpurned  and  feverely  reprimanded  the  barba- 
rians, v/hofe  nod:urnal  Powwas  and  heliifh 
Orgies  he  fuddenly  ended.  Putnam  did  not 
want  for  feeling  or  gratitude.  The  French 
Commander,  fearing  to  trull  him  alone  with 
them,  remained  until  he  could  deliver  him  in 
fafety  into  the  hands  of  his  m after.  ^ 

The  Savage  approached  his  prifoner  kind- 
ly and  feemed  to  treat  him  v/ith  particular  af- 
fe6l)on.  He  offered  him  fome  hard  bifcuit, 
but  finding  that  he  could  not  chew  them,  on 
account  of  the  blowhe  had  received  from  the 
P'renchman^  this  more  humane  Savage  foaked 
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fome  of  the  bifcult  In  water  and  made  him 
fuck  the  pulp-like  part.  Determined,  how- 
ever, not  to  iofehis  captive  (the  refrefhment 
being  finifhed)  he  took  the  mocafons  from 
his  kct  and  tied  them  to  one  of  his  wrifts  : 
thendireding  him  to  lie  down  on  his  back 
upon  the  bare  ground,  he  drenched  one  arm 
to  its  full  length,  and  bound  it  fid  to  a  young 
tree;  the  other  arm,  was  extended  and  bound 
in  the  fame  manner — his  legs  Vv'ere  flretched 
apart  and  fafiened  to  two  faplings.  Then 
a  number  of  tall,  but  (lender  poles  were  cut 
down  J  which,  with  fome  long  buddies,  were 
laid  acrofs  his  body  from  head  to  foot :  on 
each  fide  lay  as  many  Indians  as  could  conve- 
niently find  lodging,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
pofTibility  of  hisefcape.  In  this  difagrceabie 
and  painful  poflure  he  remained  until  morn- 
ing. During  this  night,  the  longed  and 
mod  dreary  conceivable,  our  hero  ufed^to  re- 
late that  he  felt  a  ray  of  cheerful nefs  come  ca- 
fually  acrofs  his  mind,  and  could  not  even 
refrain  from  fmiling,  when  he  refledled  on  this 
ludicrous  groupe  for  a  painter,  of  which  he 
himfelf  was  the  principal  figure. 

The  next  day  he  was  allowed  his  blanket 
and  mocafons,  and  permitted  to  march  with- 
out carrying  any  pack,  or  receiving^  any  in- 
fulr.     To  allay  his  extreme  hunger,   a  litck 
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bear's  meat  was  given,  which  he  fucked 
through  his  teeth.  At  night,  the  party  ar- 
rived at  Ticonderoga  and  the  priloner  was 
placed  under  the  care  of  a  French  guard. 
The  Savages,  who  had  been  prevented  from 
glutting  their  diabolical  thirti  for  blood,  took 
every  opportunity  of  manifefting  their  male- 
volence for  the  difappointmenr,  by  horrid 
grimaces  and  angry  geftures  ;  but  they  were 
lufFered  no  moie  to  offer  violence  or  perfonal 
indignity  to  him. 

After  having  been  examined  by  the  Mar- 
quis de  Montcalm;  Major  Putnam  was  con- 
duced to  Montreal  by  a  French  officer,  who 
treated  him  with  the  greateft  indulgence  and 
humanity. 

At  this  place  were  feveral  prifoners.  Co- 
lonel Peter  Schuyler,  remarkable  for  his  phi- 
lanthropy, generofity  and  friendfliip,  was  of 
the  number.  No  fooner  had  he  heard  of  Ma- 
jor Putnam's  arrival,  than  he  went  to  the  In- 
terpreter's quarters  and  enquired,  whether  he 
had  a  Provincial  Major  in  his  ciiftody  ?  Fie 
found  Major  Putnam  in  a  comfortlefs  condi- 
tion— without  coat,  wailtcoat  or  hofc- — the 
remnant  of  his  clothing  mi:erably  dirty  and 
ragged — his  beard  long  and  fqualid — his  legs 
torn  by  thorns    and  briars — his    face  gafiied 
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with  wounds,  and  fwollen  with  bruifes.  Co- 
lonel Schuyler,  irritated  beyond  all  fufferance 
at  fuch  a  fight,  could  fcarcely  reftrain  his 
fpeech  within  limits,  confiftent  with  the  pru- 
dence of  a  prifoner  and  the  meeknefs  of  a 
chriftian.  Major  Putnam  was  immediately 
treated  according  to  his  rank,  cloathed  in  a 
decent  manner,  and  fupplied  v/ith  money  by 
that  liberal  and  fympathetic  patron  of  the 
diftrefTed. 

The  capture  of  Frontenac  by  General 
Bradftreet  afforded  occafion  for  an  exchange 
of  prifoners.  Colonel  Schuyler  was  compre- 
hended in  f  he  cartel.  A  generous  fpirit  can 
never  be  fatisfied  with  impofing  tafl^s  for  its 
generofity  to  accomplifh.  Apprehenfive,  if 
it  fhould  be  known  that  Putnam  was  a  diftin- 
guiflied  partizan,  his  liberation  might  be  re- 
tarded, and  knowing  that  there  were  officers, 
who,  from  the  length  of  their  captivity,  had 
:a  claim  of  priority  to  exchange  ;  he  had,  by 
his  happy  addrefs,  induced  the  Governor  to 
offer,  that  whatever  officer  he  might  think 
proper  to  nominate,  fliould  be  included  in  the 
prelent  cartel.  With  great  politenefs  in 
manner,  but  feeming  indifference  as  to  ob- 
jedl,  he  exprelTed  his  warmefl:  acknowledge- 
ments to  the  Governor  and  faid  :  "  There  is 
"  an  old  man  here,  who  is  a  Provincial  Ma- 
G 
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^^  jor  and  wifhes  to  be  at  home  with  his  wife 
^'  and  children.  He  can  do  no  good  here, 
*^  or  any  where  elfe  :  I  believe  your  Ex.ei- 
*^  lency  had  beiter  keep  fonne  of  the  young 
^^  men,  who  have  no  wife  or  children  to  care 
^'  for,  and  let  the  old  fellow  go  home  with 
^'  me."  This  juftifiable  finefTc  had  the  de- 
fired  effe6t. 

At  the  houfe  of  Colonel  Schuyler,  Major 
Putnam  became  acquainted  with  Mrs.  Howe, 
a  fair  captive,  whofe  hiftory  would  not  be  read 
without  emotion  if  it  could  be  v/ritten  in  the 
fame  afFedling  manner,  in  which  1  have  often 
heard  it  told.  She  was  ftill  young  and  hand- 
fome  herfelf,  though  fhe  had  two  daughters  of 
marriageable  age.  Diftrefs,  which  had  tak- 
en fomewhat  from  the  original  redundancy  of 
her  bloom  and  added  a  foftening  ralcnefs  to 
her  cheeks,  rendered  her  appearance  the  more 
engaging.  Her  face,  that  feemed  to  have 
been  formed  for  the  aiTemblage  of  dimples 
and  fmiles,  was  clouded  with  care.  The 
natural  fweetnefs  was  not,  however,  foured 
by  defpondency  and  petulance  -,  but  chaften- 
ed  by  humility  and  refignation.  This  mild 
daughter  of  ibrrow  looked  as  if  iKe  had  known 
the  day  of  profperity,  when  ferenity  and  glad- 
nefs  of  foul  were  the  inmates  of  her  bofom. 
That  day  was  pad,  and  the  once  lively  fea- 
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tures  now  aRuined  a  tender  melancholy,  whic!^ 
witnefTed  her  irreparable  lofs.  She  needed 
not  the  ciiftomary  weeds  of  mourning  or  the 
fallacious  pageantry  of  woe  to  prove  her  wi- 
dowed date.  She  was  in  that  Ilage  of  afFiic- 
^tion,  when  the  excefs  is  fo  far  abated  as  to  per- 
mit the  fubjecl  to  be  drawn  into  converfation. 
without  opening  the  wound  afrefh.  It  is  then 
rather  a  fource  of  pleafure  than  pain  to  dwell 
upon  the  circumftances  in  narration.  Every- 
thing confpired  to  make  herilory  interefting. 
Her  firfl:  hufband  had  been  killed  and  fcalped 
by  the  Indians  fome  years  before.  By  an  un- 
expedled  afTauk  in  1756  upon  Fort  Dummer, 
where  {he  then  happened  to  be  prefent  with 
Mr.  Howe  her  fecond  hufband,  the  Savages 
.carried  the  Fort,  murdered  the  greater  part 
of  the  garrifon,  mangled  in  death  her  huf-^ 
band  and  led  her  away  with  feven  children 
into  captivity.  She  was  for  fome  months 
kept  with  them  :  and  during  their  rambles 
fhe  was  frequently  on  the  point  of  perifhing 
with  hunger,  and  as  often  fubjedled  to  hard- 
fhips  feemingly  intolerable  to  one  of  lb  deli- 
cate a  frame.  Some  time  afcer  the  career  of 
her  miferies  began,  the  Indians  felected  a 
couple  of  their  young  m.en  to  marry  her 
daughters.  The  fright  and  difguft  which  the 
intelligence  of  this  intention  occafioned  to 
thefe  poor  young  creatures  added  infinitely 
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to  the  forrows  and  perplexities  of  their  fran- 
tic mother.  To  prevent  the  hated 'connexion 
all  the  adivity  of  female  refource  was  called 
into  exertion.  She  found  an  opportunity  of 
conveying  to  the  Governor  a  Petition  that 
her  daughters  might  be  received  into  a  con- 
vent for  the  fake  of  fecuri ng  the  falvation  of 
their  fouls.  Happily  the  pious  fraud  fuc- 
ceeded. 

About  the  fame  time  the  Savages  feparat- 
ed  and  carried  off  her  five  other  children  into 
different  tribes.  She  was  ranfomed  by  an  el- 
derly French  officer  for  four  hundred  livres. 
Qf  no  avail  were  the  cries  of  this  tender  mo- 
ther— a  mother  defolated  by  the  lofs  of  her 
children^  who  were  thus  torn  from  her  fond 
embraces  and  removed  many  hundred  miles 
from  each  other^  into  the  utm.ofl:  recefles  of 
Canada.  With  them  (could  they  have  been 
kept  together)  fhe  would  mod  willingly  have 
wandered  to  the  extremities  of  the  worlds  and 
accepted  as  a  defirable  portion  the  cruel  lot 
of  flavery  for  life.  But  Ihe  was  precluded 
from  the  fweet  hope  of  ever  beholding  them 
again.  The  infufferable  pang  of  parting  and 
the  idea  of  eternal  feparation  planted  the  ar- 
rows of  defpair  deep  in  her  foul.  Though 
all  the  world  was  no  better  than  a  deferr,  and 
all  its  inhabitants  were  then  indifi'erent  to  her 
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— yet  the  lovellnefs  of  her  appearance  In  for- 
row  had  awakened  affections,  which,  in  the 
aggravation  of  her  troubles,  were  to  become 
a  new  fource  of  afHiclions. 

The  oliicer,  who  bought  her  of  the  In- 
vdlans,  had  a  fon  who  alfo  held  a  commilTioa 
"'and  refided  with  his  father.  Durinsr  her  con- 
tinuance  in  the  fame  houfe,  at  St..  John's,  the 
.double  attachment  of  the  father  and  the  fon 
rendered  her  fituation  extremely  diftreiTing, 
It  is  true  the  calmnefs  of  age  delighted  to 
gaze  refpe6ifully  on  her  beauty,  but  the  im- 
petuofity  of  youth  was  fired  to  m.adnefs  by 
the  fight  of  her  charms.  One  dxy  the  fon, 
whofe  attentions  had  been  long  lavilhed  up- 
on her  in  vain,  finding  her  alone  in  a  cham- 
ber, forcibly  feized  her  hand  and  folemnly 
declared  that  he  would  now  fatiate  the  paiTion 
which  fhe  had  fo  long  refufed  to  indulge. 
She  recurred  to  intreaties,  druggies  and  tears, 
thofe  prevalent  female  w^eaponSj  which  the 
diftraCtion.  of  danger  not  Icf^  than  the  prompt- 
nefs  of  genius  is  wont  to  fupply  i  v>hile  he, 
in  the  delirium  of  vexation  and  defire,  fnacch- 
ed  a  dagger  and  fv/ore  he  would  put  an  end 
to  her  life  if  Ihe  perfifted  to  ftruggle.  Mrs. 
Howe,  afTumiing  the  dignity  of  confcious 
virtue,  told  him  it  was  what  Ihe  moO:  ardent-* 
J  V  wifned,  and  begged  him  to  plunge  the 
G    2 
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poignard  through  her  heart,  fince  the  mutual 
importunities  and  jealoufies  of  fuch  rivals  had 
rendered  her  life,  though  innocent,  more  irk- 
Ibme  and  infupportable  than  death  itfelf. 
Struck  with  a  m.omentary  compunction,  he 
leemed  to  relent  and  to  relax  his  hold — and 
fhe,  availing  herfelf  of  his  irreiblution  or  ab- 
fence  of  mind,  efcaped  down  the  flairs.  In 
her  difordered  flate,  Hie  told  the  whole  tranf- 
a6lion  to  his  fiither :  who  dire6led  her  in  fu- 
ture to  fleep  in  a  Hnall  bed  at  the  foot  of  that 
in  which  his  wife  lodged.  The  affair  foon 
reached  the  Governor's"  ears,  and  the  young 
officer  was,  fliortly  afterwards,  fent  on  a  tour 
of  duty  to  Detroit » 

This  gave  her  a  fhort  refplte  -,  but  fhe  dread- 
ed his  return  and  the  humiliating  infults  for 
which  Hie  might  be  relerved.  Her  children, 
too,  were  ever  prefent  to  her  melancholy 
mind.  A  ftranger,  a  widow,  a  captive,  fhe 
knew  not  where  to  apply  for  relief.  She  had 
heard  of  the  name  of  Schuyler — fhe  was  yet 
to  learn  that  it  was  only  another  appellation 
for  the  friend  of  fuffering  humanity.  As  that 
excellent  man  was  on  his  way  from  Quebec 
to  the  Jerfeys,  under  a  parole  for  a  limited 
time,  fhe  came  with  feeble  and  trembling 
(teps  to  him.  The  fame  maternal  pa{Iion„ 
V/hlch,  fometimes,  overcomes  the  timidity  of 
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nature  in  the  birds  when  plundered  of  their 
callow   neftlings,  emboldened  her,  notwith- 

-" Handing  her  native  diffidence,  to  dilclofe  thofe 
griefs  which  were  ready  to  devour  her  in  fi- 
lence.  While  her  delicate  afpecl  was  height- 
ened to  a  glowing  blufh,  for  fear  of  offending 
by  an  inexcufeable  importunity,  or  of  tranf- 
grelTing  the  rules  of  propriety  by  reprefent- 
ing  herfelf  as  being  an  objeft  of  admiration  ; 
^i\t  told,  with  artlefs  fimpliciuy,  all  the  (lory 
of  her  woes.  Colonel  Schuyler  from  the  mo- 
ment became  her  prote6lor  and  endeavored 
to  procure  her  liberty.  The.perfon  who  pur- 
chafed  her  from  the  Savages,  unwilling  to 
part  with  fo  fair  a  purchafe,  demanded  a  thou- 
fand   livres  as   her   ranfom.       But   Colonel 

'  Schuyler,  on  his  return  to  Quebec,  obtained 
from  the  Governor  an  order,  in  confequence 
of  which  Mrs.  Howe  was  given  up  to  him  for 
four  hundred  livres — Nor  did  his  a6live 
goodncfs  reft,  until  every  one  of  her  five  fons 
was  reftored  to  her. 

Business  having  made  it  necelTary  that 
Colonel  Schuyler  fhould  precede  the  prifon- 
ers  who  were  exchanged,  he  recommended 
the  fair  captive  to  the  prote(5lion  of  his  friend 
Putnam.  S\\q  had  juft  recovered  from  the 
meazles  when  the  party  was  preparixig  to  fet 
cff  for   New- England.      By  this   time  the 
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young  French  officer  had  returned,  with  his 
p.ifrion  rather  encreafcd  than  abated  by  ab- 
fcnce.  He  purfued  her  wherefoever  ,  ihc 
wenr,  and,  although  he  could  make  no  ad- 
vances in  her  afFciflion,  he  feemed  relblved  by 
perfeverance  to  carry  his  point.  Mrs.  Howe 
terrified  by  his  treatment  v/as  obliged  to  keep 
con.ilantiy  near  Major  Putnam,  who  inform- 
ed the  young  officer  that  he  lliould  protect 
that  lady  at  the  riique  of  his  life.  However,, 
this  amorous  and  raili  lover,  in  whofe  boiling 
veins  fuch  an  agitation  was  excited,  that  while 
he  w^as  fpeaking  of  her  the  *  blood  would 
frequently  guffi  from  his  noftrils,  followed 
the  prifonersto  Lake  Champlain,  and  when 
the  boat  in  which  the  fair  captive  was  embark- 
ed had  pufhed  from  the  fhore,  he  jumped  in- 
to the  Lake  and  fwarn  after  her  until  it  row- 
ed out  of  fight.  Whether  he  perifhed  in  this 
diltradled  ftate  of  mind  or  returned  to  the 
fliore  is  not  known. 

Ir\  the  long  march  from  captivity,  through 
an  inhoipitable  wildernefs,  encumbered  with 
five  fmall  children,  flie  fuffered  incredible 
hardfhips.      Though  endowed  with   mafcu- 

*  This  phyfical  efeft,  wonderful  as  it  may  appear, 
is  lb  far  from  being  a  fi(riItiou5  embellifhment,  thaiit  caa 
be  proved  by  the  molt  ibicinr.  teiiimony  of  more  thaa 
one  periba  iUll  living. 
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line  fortitude,  Hie  was  truly  feminine  in 
llrength  and  muft  have  fainted  by  the  way, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  alTiflance  of  Major 
Putnam.  There  were  a  thoufand  good  offi- 
ces which  the  helplefTnefs  of  her  condition  de- 
manded, and  which  the  gentienefs  of  his  na- 
ture delighted  to  perform.  He  aflifted  in 
leading  her  little  ones  and  in  carrying  them  o- 
ver  the  fwampy  grounds  and  runs  of  water, 
with  which  their  courfe  was  frequently  in- 
terfedled.  He  mingled  his  own  mefs  with 
that  of  the  widow  and  the  fatherlefs,  and  af- 
Tided  them  in  fupplying  and  preparing  their 
provifions.  Upon  arriving  within  the  fet- 
tlements  they  experienced  a  reciprocal  regret 
at  feparation,  and  were  only  confoled  by  the 
expedation  of  foon  mingling  in  the  embraces 
of  their  former  acquaintances  and  deareft  con- 
nexions. 

After  the  conqueft  of  Canada  in  1760, 
fhe  made  a  journey  to  Quebec  in  order  to 
bring  back  her  two  daughters  whom  fhe  had 
left  in  a  convent.  She  found  one  of  them 
married  to  a  French  officer.  The  other, 
having  contracted  a  great  fondnefs  for  the 
religious  fifterhood,  with  relu6tance  confent- 
ed  to  leave  them  and  return . 

A  FEW  years  previous  to  the  war   between 
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Great  Britain  and  America,  a  queflion  of 
fome  confequence  arofe  ref.  eding  the  title  of 
the  lands  in  Hinfdale  (the  town  in  which 
Mrs.  Howe  refided)  inlomuch  that  it  was 
deemed  expedient,  that  an  Agent  fhoiild  be 
fent  to  England  to  advocate  the  claim  of  the 
town.  It  may  be  mentioned  as  a  proof  of  the 
acknowledged  fuperiority  of  the  under/land- 
ing andaddrefs  of  this  gentlewoman,  that  fhe 
v/as  univerfally  defignared  for  the  miffion. 
But  the  difpiite  was  fortunately  accommoda- 
ted to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  people,  without 
their  being  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  her  talents. 

We  now  arrive  at  the  period,  when  the 
prowefs  of  Britain,  viAorious,  alike  by  fea 
and  by  land,  in  the  new  and  in  the  old  world, 
had  elevated  that  name  to  the  zenith  of  na- 
tional glory.  The  conqueit  of  Quebec,  o- 
pened  the  way  for  the  total  redudion  of  Can- 
ada. On  the  fide  of  the  Lakes,  Amherfl 
having  captured  the  polls  of  Ticonderoga 
and  Crown  Point,  applied  himfelf to  ftrength- 
en  the  latter.  Putnam,  who  had  been  raifed 
to  the  rank  of  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  and  pre- 
fent  at  thefe  operations,  was  employed  the 
remainder  of  this  and  fome  part  of  the  fuc- 
ceeding  fsafon  in  fuperintending  the  parties,,, 
which  were  detached  to  procure  timber  -and 
other  materials  for  the  fortification. 
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In    1760  General  Amber  (I,    a  fagaclous, 
humane  and  experienced  connmander,  planned 
the  termin  ition   of  the  war  in  Canada,    by   a 
blood lefs  conqueit.     For  this  purpole,  three 
armies  were  detained  to  co-operate  bv  diffL-rent 
reuses  againft  Montreal,    the  only  remaining 
place   of  flrength    the    enemy    held  in   that 
country.     The  Corps  formerly  commanded 
by  General  Wolf,   now   by  General  Murray, 
was  ordered  roafcend  the  river  St.  Lawrence; 
another  (under  Col.  Haviland)  to   penetrate 
by  the  Iile  aux  Noix;  and  the  third,  confiding 
of  about  ten  thoufand  m.en,    commanded  by 
the  General  himfelf,  after  paffing  up  the  Mo- 
hawk river  and  taking  its  courfe  by  the  lake 
Ontario,  was  to  form   a  jundion    by   falling 
down  the    St.  Lawrence.     In  this   progrefs, 
more  than   one  occafion   prefented  itfelf  to 
manifeil   the    intrepidity    and  foldierfliip  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel    Putman.     Two  armed 
velTcls  obftructed  the  pafTage  and   prevented 
the  attack  on  Ofwegatchie.     Putnam,  with 
1000    men,     in     50    batteaux,     undertook 
to  board  them.     This  dauntlefs  officer,  ever 
fparingofthe  blood  ofothers,  as  prodigal  of  his 
own,  to  accomplifh  it  with  the  lefs    lofs,  put 
himfelf  (with  a  chofen  crew,   a  beetle  and 
wedges)    in   the  van  with  a  defign  to  wedge 
the  rudders,  fo  that  the   veflels  Ihould^  not  be 
able  to  turn  their  broadfides  or  perform  any 
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other  manoeuvre.  All  the  men  in  his  little 
fleet  were  ordered  to  ftrip  to  their  waiftcoats 
and  advance  at  the  fame  time.  He  promi- 
led,  if  he  lived,  to  join  and  ihew  them  the  way 
up  the  fides.  Animated  by  fo  daring  an  ex- 
ample, they  moved  fwiftly,  in  profound  ftil- 
nefs,  as  to  certain  vi6i:ory  or  death.  The 
people  on  board  the  fhips,  beholding  the 
good  countenance  with  which  they  approach- 
ed, ran  one  of  the  veiTels  on  fliore  and  (truck 
the  colours  of  the  other.  Had  it  not  been 
for  the  daftardly  conduct  of  the  fhip*s  company 
in  the  latter,  who  compelled  the  Captain  to 
haul  down  his  enfign,  he  would  have  given 
the  affailants  a  bloody  reception.  For  the 
veflels  were  well  provided  with  fpears,  net- 
tings and  every  cuftomary  inftrument  of  an- 
noyance as  well  as  defence. 

It  now  remained  to  attack  the  fortrefs, 
which  flood  on  an  Ifland  and  feemed  to  have 
been  rendered  inaccelTible  by  an  high  abbat- 
tis  of  black-afh,  that  every  where  projeded 
over  the  water.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Put- 
nam propofed  a  mode  of  attack  and  offered 
his  tervices  to  carry  it  into  effed.  The  Gen- 
eral approved  the  propofal.  Our  partizan, 
accordingly,  caufed  a  fuflicient  number  of 
boats  to  be  fitted  for  the  enterprize.  The 
fides  of  each  boat  were  furrounded  with   faf 


.^ 
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cines  (mufquet  proof)  which  covered  the 
men  complcatly.  A  wideplank^  twenty  teet 
in  length,  was  then  fitted  to  every  boat. in 
fuch  mannei,  by  having  an  angular  piece  fa^v- 
ed  from  one  extremity,  that  v^hen  faflened  by 
ropes  on  both  fides  of  the  bow,  it  might  be 
raifed  or  lowered  at  pleafure.  The  deiign 
was  that  the  plank  Ihould  be  held  ere6t,  while 
•the  oarfmen  forced  the  bow  with  their  utmofc 
exertion 'againft  the  abatis,  and  that,  af- 
terwards being  dropped  on  the  pointed 
briifh,  it  fhould  ferve  as  a  kind  of  bridge  to 
aiTiit  the  m.en  in  paiTing  over  them.  Lieute- 
nant Col.  Putnam,  having  made  his  difpofi- 
tions  to  attempt  the  efcalade  in  many  places 
at  the  fame  moment,  advanced  with  his  boats 
in  admiirable  order.  The  garrifon,  perceiv- 
ing thefe  extraordinary  and  unexpected  ma- 
chines, waited  not  the  alTault,  but  capitulated. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Putnam  was  particularly 
honored  by  General  Amherft,  for  his  ingenu- 
ity in  this  invention,  and  promptitude  in  its 
execution.  The  three  arm.ies  arrived  at 
Montreal,  within  two  days  of  each  Other  j  and 
the  conquefl  of  Canada  became  compleat, 
without  the  lofs  of  a  fingle  drop  of  blood. 

At  no  great  diftance  from  Montreal  ftands 
the    Savage   village,     called      Cochnaw^aga. 
Iicre  our  partizan   fo':nd  the  Indian  Chief, 
H 
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who  had  formerly  made  him  prifoner.  That 
Indian  was  highly  delighted  to  fee  his  old 
acquaintance,  whom  he  entertained  in  his 
own  well-built  ftone  houfe,  with  o-reat  friend- 
fhip  and  hofpitality ;  while  his  gueft  did  not 
difcovcr  lefs  fatisfa6lion  in  an  opportunity  of 
ihaking  the  brave  Savage  by  the  hand  and 
profTcring  him  prote(5lion  in  this  reverfe  of  his 
military  fortunes. 

Wpien  the  belligerent  powers  Vv'ere  con- 
fiderabiy  exhaufted,  a  rupture  took  place  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Spain  in  the  month 
of  January  1762,  and  an  expedition  was 
formed  that  camjpaign,  under  Lord  Alber- 
marle,  againfl  the  Havannah.  A  body  of 
Provincials,  compofed  of  five  hundred  men 
from  the  Jerfeys,  eight  hundred  from  h/ew- 
York  and  one  thoufand  from  Connedlicur, 
joined  his  Lordfliip.  General  Lyman,  who 
raifed  the  regimicnt  of  one  thoufand  men  in 
Connecticut,  being  the  fenior  officer,  com- 
manded the  whole  :  of  courfe  the  imm.ediate 
command  of  his  regiment  devolved  upon 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Putman.  The  fleer,  that 
carried  thefe  troops,  failed  from  New-York 
and  arrived  fafely  on  the  coail  of  Cuba. 
There  a  terrible  ftorm  arofe,  and  the  tranf- 
port,  in  which  Lieutenant  Colonel  Putnam 
bad  embarked  with  five  hundred  men,   v/as 
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wrecked  on  a  rife  of  craggy  rocks.  The 
"weather  was  lb  tempeiluous  and  the  furf, 
which  ran  mountain-high^  d.ifhed  with  fuch 
violence  againilthe  Ihip,  that  the  moft  expe- 
rienced feamen  expected  it  v/ould  foon  part 
afunder.  The  relt  of  the  fleet,  fo  far  froin 
being  able  to  afford  afnfliance,  with  dlHiculiy 
rode  out  the  gale.  In  this  deplorable  fitua- 
tion,  as  the  only  expedient  by  which  they 
could  befaved,  ftrid  order  was  maintained 
and  all  thofe  people,  v/ho  beft  underftood  the 
ufe  of  tools,  inftantly  employed  in  confcruft' 
ing  rafts  from  fpars,  plank  and  whatever  oth- 
er miaterials  could  be  procured.  There  hap- 
pened to  be  on  beard  a  large  quantity  of 
lirong  cords  (the  fame  that  are  ufed  in  the 
whale  fifhery)  which,  being /aftened  to  the 
rafts,  after  the  fxril  had  with  inconceivable 
hazard  reached  the  fhore,  vvere  of  infinite  fer- 
vice  in  preventing  the  others  from  driving 
out  to  fea,  as  alfo  in  draii^crins:  them  athwart 
the  billows  to  the  beach:  by  which  means, 
every  man  was  finally  faved.  With  the 
fame  prefence  of  mind  to  take  advantage  of 
circumftances  and  the  fame  precaution  to  pre- 
vent confufion,  on  fimilar  occafions,  how  ma- 
ny valuable  live?,  prematurely  loft,  might 
have  been  preferved  as  bleflings  to  their  fa- 
milies, their  friends,  and  their  count>y.  As 
foon  as  all  were  landed.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
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Putnam  fortified  his  camp,  that  he  might  not 
be  expofed  to  infult  from  the  inhabitants  of 
the  neighbouring  diftrids  or  from  thofe  of 
Carihagena,  who  were  but  twenty-four  miles 
diftant.  Here  the  party  remained  unmolell- 
cd  feveral  days,  until  the  floim  had  fo  much 
iibated^  as  to  permit  the  convoy  to  take  them 
t)ff.  They  foon  joined  the  troops  before  tlie 
Havannahj  who^  having  been  feveral  weeks 
in  that  unhealthy  climiate,  already  began  to 
grov/  extremely  *  fickly.  The  opportune 
arrival  of  the  Provincial  reinforcem.enr,  in 
perfect  health,  contributed  not  a  liitle  to  for- 
ward the  works  and  haften  the  redudion  of 
that  important  place.  But  the  Provincials 
fuffcred  fo  miferably  by  ficknefs,  afterwards, 
that  very  few  ever  returned  to  their  native 
land  again, 

Ai^THOUGH  a  general  peace  am.ong  theEu- 

*  Colonel  Haviland  (anacccmplilhed  cfHcer  fevcr.^l 
times  mentioned  in  ihcfe  memoirs)  who  brought  to  A- 
jiierica  a  regijiierit  of  one  ihoufand  Irifii  veterans,  had 
but  leventy  men  remaining  alive  when  he  left  the  Ka- 
van.  Colonel  Haviland,  during  this  fiege,  having  once 
with  his  regiment  engaged  and  routed  five  hundred  Spa- 
niards, met  Colonel  Putnam  on  his  return  and  faid — ► 
**  Putnam,  give  me  a  pinch  oi  fnufF."...  «  I  never  car- 
*'  ry  any,"  leturned  Fatnam.— **  I  have  always  juft 
**  iuch  luck,"  cried  KaviJand,  "  ihe  rafcalJy  Sparjaru: 
**  have  ihc;  iway  iv.y  pcckatj  liuiff-bcxrtwd  all.'* 
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ropean  powers  v/as  ratified   in  1763^  yet  the 
favasTes  on  our  weftern  frontiers  fliil  continu- 

o 

ed  their  hoililities.  After  they  had  taken  fe- 
veral  pofts,  General  Bradflreet  was  fent  in 
1764  with  an  army  againft  them.  Colonel 
Putnam;,  then  for  the  fird  time  appointed  to 
the  command  of  a  regiment,  uas  on  the  ex- 
pedition ;  as  was  the  Indian  Chief  (whom  I 
have  feveral  times  had  occafion  to  mention 
as  his  capturer)  at  the  head  of  one  hundred 
Cochnawaga  warriors.  Before  General  Bj  ad- 
ftreet  reached  Detroit,  which  the  favages  in- 
vefted,  Captain  D'Ell,  the  faithful  friend  and 
intrepid  fellow-foldier  of  Colonel  Putnam, 
had  been  fiain  in  a  defperate  fally.  He,  hav- 
ing been  detached  v;ith  nve  hundred  men  in 
1763  by  General  Amherfb,  to  raife  the  ficge, 
found  means  of  throwing  the  fuccour  into  tlie 
fort.  But  the  garrifon  (comm.anded  by  Ma- 
jor Gladwine,  a  brave  and  fenfible  ofncer) 
had  been  fo  much  Vv'eakened,  by  the  lurking 
and  infidious  mode  of  war  practiced  by  tliC 
favages,  that  not  a  m^an  could  be  fpared  to 
co-operate  in  an  attack  upon  them.  The 
commandant  would  even  have  dilTuadtd 
Captain  D'Ell  from  the  attem.pt,  on  account 
of  the  great  difparity  in  numbers  ;  but  the 
latter,  relying  on  the  difcipline  and^courage 
of  his  men,  replied  ^^  God  forbid  that  I 
**  Hiouid  ever  difobev  the  orders  ofmv  Gen- 
H  2 
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'^  era]/*  j^nd  immediately  difpofed  them  for 
action.  It  was  obllinate  and  bloody.  But 
the  vaftiy  fuperlor  number  of  the  favages 
enabled  them  to  enclofc  Captain  D'ElTs  par- 
ty on  every  fide,  and  compelled  him  finally 
to  fight  his  way  in  retreat  from  one  fcone- 
houfe  to  another.  Having  halted  to  breathe 
a  moment;,  he  faw  one  of  his  braveft  fergeants 
lying  at  a  fmall  diftance  wounded  through 
the  thigh  and  wallowing  in  his  blood.  Where- 
upon he  defired  fomiC  of  the  men  to  run  and 
bring  the  fergeant  to  the  houfe,  but  they  de- 
clined it.  Then  declaring  '^  that  he  never 
*'  would  leave  fo  brave  a  foldier  in  ihe  field, 
*'  to  be  tortured  by  the  favages,"  he  ran  and 
endeavored  to  help  him  up — at  the  inftant,  a 
volley  of  fhot  dropped  them  both  dead  toge- 
ther. The  party  continued  retreating  from 
houfe  to  houfe  until  they  regained  the  fort  ; 
where  it  was  found  the  confiidl  had  been  fo 
iharp  and  lailed  fo  long,  that  only  fifty  men 
remained  alive  of  the  five  hundred  who  had 
faiiied. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  General  Bradflreet, 
the  Savages  faw  that  all  further  efforts  in  arm.s 
would  be  vain,  and,  accoidingly,  after  many 
fallacious  propofals  for  a  peace,  and  frequent 
tergiverfations  in  the  negotiation,  they  (pon- 
duded  a  treaty,  which  ended  the  war  in  A- 
menca. 
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Colonel  Putnain,  at  the  expiration  of 
ten  years  from  his  firft  receiving  a  Commif- 
fion,'  after  having  Teen  as  much  fervice,  en- 
dured as  many  hardiliips,  encountered  as 
many  dangers  and  acquired  as  m.any  laurels 
as  any  ofiicer  of  his  rank,  with  great  fatisfac- 
tion,  laid  afide  his  uniform  and  returned  to 
his  plough.  The  various  aRd  uncommon 
fcenesofwar  in  which  he  had  acted  a  rel- 
peclable  part,  his  intercourfe  with  the  world 
and  intimacy  with  fome  of  the  firit  charafters 
in  the  army,  joined  with  occafional  reading, 
had  not  only  brought  into  view  whatever  ta- 
lents he  poireffed  from  nature,  but,  at  the 
fame  tim.e,  had  extended  his  knowledge  and 
polifned  his  manners  to  a  confiderable  degree. 
Not  having  become  inflated  Vv^ith  pride  or  for- 
getful of  his  old  connexions,  he  had  the  good 
fortune  to  poliefs  entirely  the  good  will  of  his 
fellow  citizens.  No  character  flood  fairer  in 
the  public  eye  for  integrity,  bravery  and  pa- 
triotifm.  He  v/as  employed  in  feveral  offices 
in  his  own  tov/n  and  not  unfrequentlv  eleded 
to  reprefent  it  in  the  General  AiTembly. 
The  year  after  his  return  to  private  life,  the 
minds  of  men  were  (Irangely  agitated,  by  an 
attempt  of  the  Britiih  Parliament,  to  intro- 
duce the  memorable  Stam.^Ad  in  America. 
This  germe  of  policy,  whofe  growth  was  re- 
prcficd  by  the  moderate  temperature  in  which 
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it  was  kept  by  fome  adminidrations,  did  no! 
fully  difclofe  its  fruit  until  nearly  tlever 
years,  afterwards.  All  the  world  knows  how 
it  then  ripened  into  a  civil  war. 

On  the  twenty-fecond  day  of  March  1765 
the  Stamp  A6t  received,  the  royal  affent.      It 
was  to  take  place  in  America  on  the  firll  day 
of  November   following.    This     innovation 
fprtad  a  fudden  and  univerfai   alarm.      The 
political  pulfe  in  the  Provinces,  uoxViMain  co 
Georgia y   throbbed   in  fympathy.       The  Af- 
fembiies  in  mod  ofthefe  colonies,    that  they 
might  oppofe  it  legally  and  in   conccrc,    ap- 
pointed Delegates  to  confer  together  on  the 
fubjeiSt.     This  fjrfl:  Congrefs  met,    early    in 
06lober,  at  Nevz-York.     They  agreed  upon 
a  Declaration  of  .Rights  and  Grievances   of 
the  ColonKls ;     together    with    feparate  Ad- 
dreffes  to  the  King,  Lords  and  Commons  of 
Great  Britain.     In  the  mean  time^  the  people 
had   determined,     in   order  to    prevent  the 
ftamped  paper  from  being  diftribuced,    that 
the  vScamp   Maders  iljould  not  enter  on  the 
execution  of  their   ofHce.       That    appoint- 
ment, in  Ccnneclicut,    had    been    conferred 
upon  Mr.  Ingerfol,  a  very  dignified,  fenfible 
and  learned  native  of  tlie  colony  j  who,  u:;on 
being  foliciied  to  refign,  did  not,  in    the  firfr. 
infcaiice,  give  a  fatisfaclcry  uniV.'cr.     In  con- 
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fequence  of  which,  a  great  number  of  the  fub- 
ftantial  yeomanry,  on  horfeback,  furnifhed 
with  provulons  for  themfelves,  and  proven- 
der for  their  horles,  afTembied  in  the  eaftcrn 
counties  and  began  their  march  for  New-Ha- 
ven to  receive  the  refignation  of  Mr.  Inger- 
fol.  A  junction  with  another  body  v/as  to 
have  been  formed  in  Branford.  But  having 
learned  at  Hartford,  that  Mr.  Ingerfol  Vv^ould 
be  in  town  the  next  day  to  claim  prote6lion 
from  the  AfTembly,  they  took,  quarters  there 
and  kept  out  patroles  during  the  whole  night, 
to  prevent  his  arrival  without  their  know- 
ledge. The  fucceeding  morning  they  refu- 
med  their  march  and  met  Mr.  Ingerfol  in 
Wethersiield.  They  told  him  their  bufinefs, 
and  he,  after  fome  little  hefitation,  mounted 
on  a  round  table  and  read    his  refignation*. 

*  The  curious   mav    be  pleafed    to  know  that   the 
Reiignation  was  exprefled  m  ihefe  explicit  terms  : 

Wether :Jield,  September  Cjih,  1 765. 

'*  I  do  hereby  promife,  that  I  never  will  receive  any 
■,**  ftamped  papers  which  may  arrive  from  Europe,  in 
♦*  confequence  of  an  Ail  lately  pafled  in  the  Parliament 
*'  of  Great  Britain  ;  nor  ofliciate  as  Stamp  Mailer  or 
,''  Dillribator  of  Stamps,  within  the  colony  of  Connec- 
:-**  ticut,  either  direftly  or  in'.ureiflly.  And  I  do  hereby 
■*'  notify  to  all  the  Inhabitants  of  his  Majefty's  Colony  of 
;**  Connecticut  (notvvithilanding  the  faid  office  or  truH 
!«*  has  been  committed  to  me)  not  to  apply  to'^mc,  ever 
**  after,  for  any  fiampci  paper  ;    hcrdj  declaring  that  I 
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That  nni (lied,  the  multitude  defired  him  to 
cry  out  '^  liberty  and  property"  three  times  ; 
which  he  did,  and  was  anfv/ered  by  three 
loud  huzzas.  Pie  then  dined  with  feme  of 
the  principal  men  at  a  tavern,  by  whom  he 
was  treated  with  great  politenefs,  and  after- 
wards was  efcorted  by  about  five  hundred 
horfe  to  Hartford  :  where  he  again  read  his 
refignarion  amidft  the  unbounded  acclama- 
tions of  the  people,  I  have  chofen  to  ftyle 
this  coile(5t:ion  theyeoma^iry,  the  inuhitudey  or 
the  people,  becaufe  I  could  not  make  ufe  of 
the  Englifh  word  jnob  (which  generally  fig- 
nifies  adiforderly  concurrence  of  the  rabble) 
without  conveying  an  erroneous  idea.  It  is 
fcarcely  necelTary  to  add,  that  the  people,  their 
object  being  eifefted,  without  offering  diflur- 
bance,  difperfed  to  their  homes*. 

*'  do  rpfign  the  /aid  cff^ce^  and.  execute  thefe  Presents 
•*  ofmyovva  free  will  A^'n  accord,  without  any 
•*  equivocation  or  mental  rcfervation. 

**  In  Witners  whereof  I  have  hereunto Tet  my  hand, 

J.  INGERSOL. 

*  To  give  a  trait  of  the  urbrinity  that  prevailed,  it 
may  not  be  arnifs  tonjention  a  jei^  that  paifed  in  the  ca- 
valcade to  Hartford,  and  was  received  with  the  moll  per- 
fed  good  humor.  Mr.  Ingerfol,  who,  by  chance  rode  a 
white  hoiTe,  being  afked  "■  what  he  thought,  to  find 
<*  himfelf  attended  by  fuch  a  retinae.?*' — replied,  ''that  J 
**  he  had  now  a  clearer  idea  than  ever  he  had  before  •' 
**  conceived,  of  that  paiTage  in  the  Revelations,  which 
**  defer  ibes,  Diatk  on  a  pale  horfe  and  Hell follonjolng  him,''* 
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Colonel  Putnam,  who  inftigated  the  peo- 
ple to  thefe  meafures,  was  prevented  from  at- 
tending by  accident.  But  he  was  deput- 
ed loon  after,  v/ith  two  other  gentlemen,  to 
wait  on  Governor  Fitch  on  the  fame  fubjed. 
The  quertions  of  the  Governor  and  anfwcrs 
of  Putnam  will  ferve  to  indicate  the  fpirit  of 
the  times.  After  fome  converlation,  the  Go- 
vernor ailced,  ^^  what  he  fhculd  do  if  the 
"  itamped  paper  fliould  be  fent  to  him  by 
'^  the  King's  authority  ?" — Putnam  replied, 
"  lock  ic  up  until  we  fhall  vifit  you  again/' — 
*^  And  what  will  you  do  then  r"  ^'  VVe  lliall 
"  expe6t  you  to  give  us  the  key  of  the  room 
"  in  which  it  is  depofited;  and,  if  you  think 
*^  fit  in  order  to  fcreen  yourfelf  from  blame, 
^^  you  may  forewarn  us  upon  our  peril  not  to 
"  enter  the  room." — ^^  And  what  will  you 
"  do  afterwards  ?" — "  Send  it  fafely  back 
•^  again. "—^'  But  v/hat  if  I  fliould  refufe  ad- 
^'  milTion  ?" — "  In  fuch  a  cafe,  your  houfe 
"  will  be  levelled  with  the  duft  in  five  mji- 
"  nutes." — It  was  fuppofed  that  a  report  of 
this  co<iverfation  was  one  reafon  why  the 
flamped  paper  was  never  lent  from  New- 
York  to  Connedicut. 

Such  unanimity  in  the  Provincial  AfTem- 
blies  and  decifion  in  the  yeomanry  carried, 
beyond  the  Atlantic,  a  convidlion  of  the  in- 
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expediency  of  attempting  to  enforce  the  new 
Revenue  Syilem.  The  Stamp  A61  being  re- 
pealed and  the  apprehenfions  in  a  meafure 
quieted  :  Colonel  Pur  nam  continued  to  la- 
bor with  his  own  hands,  at  farming,  without 
interruption,  except,  (for  a  little  time)  by  the 
lofs  of  the  firfl:  joint  of  his  right  thumb  from 
one  accident,  and  the  compound  frac^lure  oi 
his  right  thigh  fr.  m  another — that  thigh,  be-| 
ing  rendered  nearly  an  inch  fhorter  than  thei 
left,  occafioned  him  ever  after  to  limp  in  his 
walk. 

The  Provincial  Officers  and  Soldiers  from 
Connecticut,  who  furvived  the  conqueilof  the 
Havannah,  appointed  General  Lyman  to  re- 
ceive the  remainder  of  their  prize  money  in 
England.  A  company,  compofed  partly  of 
military  and  partly  of  other  gentlemen,  whofe 
objeft  was  to  obtain  from  the  Crown  a  grant 
of  Land  on  the  Miffifippi,  alfo  com.mitted  to 
him  the  negociation  of  their  afi^airs.  When 
feveral  years  had  elapfed  in  applications, 
Grant  of  Land  was  obtained.  In  1770  Gen- 
eral Lyman,  with  Colonel  Putnam  and  two  or 
three  others  went  to  explore  the  fituation. 
After  a  tedious  voyage  and  a  laborious  paf 
fage  up  the  Miffifippi,  they  accomp'ilhcd 
their  bufinefs. 
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General  Lyman  came  back  to  Connecti- 
cut with  the  Explorers,  but  foon  returned  to 
the  Natchez  :  there  formed  an  Eftablifhment 
and  laid  his  bones.  Colonel  Putnam  placed 
fome  laborers  with  provifions  and  farming 
utenfils  upon  his  location,  but  the  encreafing 
troubles  Ihortly  after  ruined  the  profped  of 
deriving  any  advantage  frorti  that  quarter. 

Ii^'fpeaking  of  the  troubles  that  enfued,  I 
not  Q'nly  omit  to  fay  any  thing,  on  the  obnox- 
ious .tl  aim  aflerted  in  the  Britifh  declaratory 
aft,  the  continuation  of  the  duty  on  tea,  the 
atternpt  to  obtrude  that  article  upon  the  A- 
mericans,  the  abortion  of  this  proje6l,  the 
Bofton  Port  Bill,  the  alteration  of  ihq  charter 
of  Maflachufetts,  and  other  topics  of  univer- 
fal  notoriety;  but  even  wave  all  difcuffionof 
irritations  on  the  one  part  and  fupplications 
on  the  other,  which  preceded  the  war  between 
Great-Britain  and  her  colonies  on  this  conti-^ 
nent.  It  will  ever  be  acknowledged  by  thofe 
who  were  bed  acquainted  with  fa6ls,  and  it 
Hiould  be  made  known  to  pofterity,  that  the 
king  of  England  had  nor,  in  his  extenfive 
dominions,  fubjeds  more  loyal^  more  dutiful 
or  more  zealous  for  his  glory  than  the  Ame- 
ricans ;  and  that  nothing  fhort  of  a  melan- 
choly perfuafion,  that  the  *^  measures  which 
*^  for  many  years  had  been  fyftematicaily 
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**  purfued,  by  his  minifters,  Vv^ere  calculated 
*^  to  fubvert  their  conlVitutions,"  could  have 
difTolved  their  powerful  attachment  to  that 
kingdom,  which  they  fondly  called  their  ^^- 
■rent  country.  Here,  Wiihouc  digreffing  to 
develope  the  caufe,  or  defcribe  the  progrefs, 
it  may  fuffije  ro  obfcrve,  the  difpute  now 
verged  precipitately  to  an  awful  crifi^.  Moft 
confiderate  men  forelaw  it  v/ould  terminate 
in  blood.  Bur,  rather  than  fuffer  the  chains 
(which  they  believed  in  preparation)  lo  be 
rivected,  they  nobly  determined  to  facrifice 
their  lives.  In  vain  did  they  deprecate  the 
infatuation  of  thofe  tranlatlantic  councils 
which  drove  them  to  deeds  of  defperation. 
Convinced  of  the  reditude  of  their  caufe, 
and  doubtf\il  of  the  ilTue,  they  felt  the  moft 
painful  folicitude  for  the  ^ate  of  their  coun- 
try, on  contemplating  the  fuperior  ftrength 
of  the  nation  with  which  it  was  to  contend. 
America,  thinly  inhabited,  under  thirteen  dif- 
tind  colonial  governments,  could  have  little 
hope  of  fuccefs,  but  from  the  prote6i:ion  of 
providence  and  the  unconquerable  fpirit  of 
freedom  which  pervaded  the  mafs  of  the  peo- 
ple :  it  is  true,  fince  the  peace,  fhe  had  fur- 
prifingly  encreafed  in  wealth  and  population 
— but  the  refources  of  Britain  almoft  exceed- 
ed credibility  or  conception.  It  is  not  won- 
derful thenv,  that  fome  good  citizens,  of  weak- 
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er  nerves,    recoiled  at  the  prorpe6l :  while* 
others,  who  had  been  cfHcers  in  the  late  war,, 
or  who  had  witnefled  by  travelling  the  force 
of  Britain,  flood   aloof..     All  eyes  were  now 
turned  to  find  the  men,  who,  poiTefifed  of  mil- 
itary experience,  would  dare,  in  the  approach- 
ing hour  of  fevci'eft  trial,  to  lead  their  undif- 
ciplined  fellow- citizens  to  battle.     For  none 
were   fo  llupid  as  not  to   comprehend   that 
want  of  fuccefs  would  involve  the  leaders  in' 
the  punifhment  of  rebellion.     Putnam  was 
among  the  firft   and  moil  confpicuous  who 
Hepped  forth..     Although  the  Americans  had 
been,  by  many  who  wiflied  their  fiibjugation, 
indifcreetly    as  indifcriminately    fligmatifed 
v/ith  the  imputation    of  cowardice — he   felt 
— he  knew  for  himftlf,  he  was   no  coward  y 
and  from  what  he  had  feen  and  known,  he  bc--= 
lieved  that  his  countrymen,  driven  to  the  ex- 
tremity of  defending  their  rights   by  arms, 
v/ould  find  no  difticulty  in   wiping  aw^ay  the 
ungenerous  afperfion..     As  he  happened  to  be 
ofeen  at  Boflon,  he  held  many  converfarions- 
on  thefe  fubjedts  wiih  General  Gage  the  Bri- 
tlfli  Conrinfiander  in  Chief,  Lord  Piercy,  Co- 
lonel Sheriff,  Colonej  Small  and  many  ofTicers 
with  whom  he  had  formerly  f^^rved,  who  were- 
nov/   at  the  Head  Q^iarters.     Being  often' 
queftioned,    '^  in  cafe  the  difpute  fliould  pro- 
*'  cced.tohoililities,whatpart  he  woidd  really 
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take  V  Me  always  anfwcred,  "  with  his 
country,  and  that,  let  whatever  might  hap- 
pen, he  was  prepared  to  abide  the  confe- 
quence.'*  Being  interrogated  "  whether 
b^y  who  had  been  a  witnefs  to  the  prowefs 
"  and  victories  of  the  Britilh  fleets  and  armies, 
<^  did  not  think  them  equaltotheconqueftofa 
"  country  which  v/as  not  the  owner  of  a  fin- 
^f  gle  Ship,  Re'giment  or  Magazine  ?'*  He 
rejoined  that  *^  he  could  only  fay  juftice 
"  would  .be  on  our  fide  and  the  event  with 
<^  Providence  :  but  that  he  had  calculated, 
*«  if  it  required  fix  years  for  the  combined 
"  foi*ces  of  England  and  her  Colonies  to  con- 
<^  quer  fdch  a  feeble  country  as  Canada;  it 
"  would  at  leafi,  take  a  very  long  time  for 
<f  England  alone  to  overcome  her  own  v/ide- 
<«  ly  extended  Colonies,  which  were  much 
*^ilronger  than  Canada  :  That  when  men 
*^  fought  for  every  thing  dear,  in  what  they 
*«  believed  to  be  the  moil  facred  of  all  cauf- 
'f  es,  and  in  their  own  native  land  -,  they 
<^  would  have  great  advantages  over  .their 
^'  enemies,  who  were  not  in  the  fame  fitua- 
*f  tion  :  and  that,  having  taken  into  view 
<*^  all  circumftances,  for  his  own  part,  he  ful- 
«'  ly  believed  that  America  would  not  be  fo 
*f  eafily  conquered  by  England  as  thofe  gen- 
<«  tlemen  feemed  to  expedl:.  Being  orce,  in 
particular,  afked,  "  whether  he  did  not  feri- 
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*"  oufly  believe  that  a  well  appointed  Fiitifh 
*♦  army  offive  thoufand  veterafiS could  rnarch 
'*'  through  the  whole  continent  oJ  Annerica  r" 
He  replied  briflvly,  ^'  no  doiibr,  if  they  be- 
*'  haved  civilly  and  pa;d  well  forevery  thing. 
^'  they  wanted" — '^  but" — after  a  naomen:!, 
paufe  added — ^'  if  they  fhould  attempt  it  in  a 
'^  hoftile  manner  (though  the  American  mea 
*^  were  out  of  the  queftion)  the  wom.en,  with 
^^  their  ladles  and  broomdicks^  would  knock 
'^  them  all  on  the. head-  before  thty  had  got 
^'^  feftjf  way  through/'  This  was  the  tenor^. 
our  hrero  hath  often  told  me^  cf  thefe  amicable 
iiiter views.  And  thus,  (as  it  comm.only  hap- 
pens in  difpiites,  about  future  events^  which 
depend  on  opinion)  they  parted  without  con- 
vidion  :  no  more  to  meet  in  a  friendly  man- 
ner, until  after  the  appeal  fhould  hive  been 
made  to  Heaven  and  the  iiTue  confirmed  by 
the  fv/ord.  In  the  mean  tim.e,  to  provide  a- 
gainft  the  word  contingency,  the  militia  in 
the  feveral  Colonies  was  fedulouHy  trained  3 
and  thofe  feled  companies,,  the  flower  of  our 
youth,  which  were  denominated  minutemen, 
agreeably  to  the  indication  of  their  name^ 
held  themfel  ves  in  readinefb  tamrarch  at  a  mo- 
ment's warninsf.- 

At  length  the  fatal  day  arrived,  when  hof- 
tilitics  commenced.     General  Gage,   m   the' 
I  2. 
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evening  of  the  i8th  of  April  1775,  <^etach- 
ed  from  Boflon  the  Grenadiers  and  Light  In- 
fantry of  the  Army,  commanded  by  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Smith,  to  deftroy  ibme  military 
and  other  ftores  depofited  by  the  Province  at 
Concord,  About  funrife  the  next  morning 
the  Detachment,  on  marching  into  Lexing- 
ton, fired  upon  a  company  of  militia  who  had 
ju(l:  reafFembied  :  for  having  been  alarmed 
late  at  night  with  reports  that  the  Regulars 
were  advancing  to  demolilh  the  ftores,  they 
colle^^led  on  their  parade,  and  were  difnrftffed 
with  orders  to  realTcmble  at  beat  of  dTum. 
It  is  eftabliihed  by  the  affidavits  of  more  than 
thirty  perfons  who  were  prefent,  that  the  firft: 
fire,  which  killed  eight  of  the  militia  then 
beginning  to  difperfe,  was  given  by  the  Brit- 
ifh  without  provocation.  The  fpark  of  war, 
thus  kindled,  ran  with  unexampled  rapidity 
and  raged  with  unwonted  violence.  To  re- 
pel the  aggrelTion,  the  people  of  the  border- 
ing towns  fpontaneoufly  ruihed  to  arms  and 
poured  their  fcattering  Ihot  from  every  con- 
venient ftation  upon  the  Regulars;  who, af- 
ter marching  to  Concord  and  deftroying  the 
Magazine,  would  have  found  their  retreat  in- 
tercepted, had  they  not  been  reinforced  by 
Lord  Piercy  with  the  battalion  companies  of 
three  regiments  and  a  body  of  marines.  Not- 
withftaoding  the  jundtion   they  were  hard 
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pufhed  and  purfued  until  they  could  find 
protedion  from  their  Ihips.  -  Of  the  Britifh 
two  hundred  and  eighty-three  were  killed, 
wounded  and  taken.  The  Americans  had 
thirty-nine  killed,  nineteen  wounded  and  two 
made  prifoners. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  celerity  with 
which  the  intelligence  flew  every  where,  that 
blood  had  been  Ihed  by  the  Britilh  troops. 
The  country,  in  motion,  exhibited  but  one 
fcene,  of  hurry,  preparation  and  revenge. 
Putnam,  who  was  ploughing  when  he  heard 
the  news^'  left  his  plough  in  the  middle  of  the 
field,  unyoked  his  team,  and  without  waiting 
to  change  his  cloaths,  fet  off  for  the  theatre 
of  action.  But  finding  the  Britifh  retreated 
to  Bofton  and  invefted  by  a  fufficient  force  to 
watch  their  movements,  he  came  back  to  Con- 
nedlicut,  levied  a  regiment  (under  authority  of 
the  Legiflatufe)  and  fpeedily  returned  to 
Cambridge*.     He  was  now  promoted  to  be 

*  An  article  (void  of  foundation)  mentioning  an  in- 
terview between  General  Gage  and  General  Putnam 
appeared  in  the  Enghih  Gazettes  in  thefe  words : 
•*  General  Gage  viewing  the  American  army  with  his 
**  teleicope,  iaw  Generai  Putnam  in  it,  which  lurpriled 
'*  him  ;  and  he  contrived  to  get  a  mefiage  delivered  to 
**  him,  that  he  wanted  to  Ipealc  to  him.  Putnam,  with- 
**  out  any  hefitation,  waited  upon  him.  General  Gage 
•*  ihewcd  him  his  fortifications,  and  advifed  him  to  lay 
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a  Major  General  on  the  Provincial  StafF,  bf 
h'ib  Coloiiy  :  and  in  a  little  time  confirmed  by 
Congrefs  in  the  lame  rank  on  the  Continen- 
tal Eftablifliment.  General.  Ward  of  Maffa- 
chufetts,  by  common  con  fen  r,  commanded 
the  whole  :  And  the  celebrated Dodor  War- 
ren was  made  a  Major, General. 

Not.  long  after  this  period,,  the  Britif!> 
Comm^ander  in  Chleffound  the  means  to  con- 
vey a  propofalj  privately,  to  General  Putnam, 
that,  if  he  would  relinqmfh  the  Rebel  party, 
he  might  rely  upon  being  made  a  Major  Gen- 
eral on  theBiitiili  Eftabiilhment  and  receiv- 
ing a  great  pecuniary  compenfationfor  his  fer- 
vices.    General  Putnam  fpurncd  at  the  offer  : 

**  down  his  arms.  General  Putnam,  replied,  he  could 
'*  iorce  his  fortifications  in  half  an  hour,  and  advifcd 
'*  General  Gage  to  goon  board  the  fhips  with  his  troops/*'' 
The  apprehenfion  of  an  attack,  is  adduced  with  muchf 
more  vcr.limilitud.e,  in  M'Fingal,  as  the  reafon  why 
General  Gage  would  not  iuffcr  the  inhabitants  to  go* 
from  the  town  of  Bufton,  after  he  had  promifed  to  grant 
pcrmiinon  : 

**  So  Gnge  of  late  agreed,  you  know, 
**  To  let  thti  Bofton  people  go  : 
**  Yet  when  he  faw,  'gainft  troops  thatl>rav'd  hini, 
**'  They  were  the  only  guards  that  fav'd  him, 
'*  Kept  off  thu  Satan  of  a  Putnam, 
'^  From  breaking  in  to  maul  and  mutt'nhim^ 
•*  He'd  too  much  wit  fuch-  leagues  t'  obfervey 
•'  And  il^utthem  in  ag  'in  to  Itarve." 

M'FiJiGAL.    Canto  iflh 
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fivvhichj    however,    he  thought  prudent  at  that 
litime  to  conceal  fronn  public  notice. 

It  could  fcarcely  have  been  expected,  but 
by  thofe  credulous  patriots  who  were  prone 
to  believe  whatever  they  ardently  dcfired,  that 
oiFicers  afiembled  from  colonies  diftin6t  in 
their  manners  and  prejudices,  feledied  from  la- 
borious occupations  to  command  a  heteioge- 
neous  crowd  of  their  equals  compelled  to  be 
Soldiers  only  by  the  fpur  of  occafion,  fhould 
long  be  able  to  preferve  harmony  among 
themfelves  and  fubordinationamiong  their  fol- 
lowers. As  the  fa6l  would  be  a  phaei  ome-r 
non,  the  idea  was  treated  with  m:ith  and 
mockery  by  the  friends  to  the  Britifh  govern- 
ment. Yet  this  uniliapen  embryo  of  a  irili- 
tarv  Corps,  compofed  of  militia,  minutemen, 
volunteers  and  levies  ;  with  a  burlelqut-  ap- 
pearance of  muliiformity  inarms,  accoutre-^ 
ments,  cloathing  and  conduft,  sr  lalT,  grew 
into  a  regular  Army — an  Army  which,  hav* 
ing  vindicated  the  rights  of  human  niture  and 
cflablifhevi  the  independence  of  a  new  Em- 
pire, merited  and  obtained  the  glorious  dif^ 
tindion  of  the  patriot  Army — the  patriot 
Army,  whofe  praifes^for  their  fortitude  in  ad- 
verfity,  bravery  in  battle,  moderation  in  con- 
queft,  perfeverance  in  fupporting  the  cruel 
extremities  of  hunger  and  nakednefs  without 
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a  murmur  or  fjgh,  as  well  as  for  their  magna- 
riimitv  in  retiring  to  civil  life,  at  the  moment 
of  victory,  with  arms  in  their  hands  and  with- 
out any  jufl:  coinpenfation  for  their  fervices, 
will  only  ceafe  to  be  celebi  ated,  when  time 
Ihall  exiil  no  more. 

Enthusiasm  for  the  caufe  of  liberty,  fub- 
flituted  in  the  place  of  difLipiine,  not  only 
kept  thefe  troops  Together,  but  enabled  them 
at  once  to  perform  the  duties  of  adifciplined 
army.  Though  the  Comm.anding  OfFicers 
from  the  four  colonies  of  New- Engl  ind  were 
in  a  manner  independent,  they  acted  harm.o- 
nioufly  in  concert.  The  fiiTt  attention  had 
been  prudently  dire6ted  tovv^arcis  forming 
fomQ  little  redoubts  and  entrenchments;  for 
it  was  well  known  that  lines,  however  flight 
or  untenable  were  calculated  to  infpire  raw 
foldiers  with  a  confidence  in  themfelves.  The 
next  care  wa,,  to  bring  the  live  flock  from  the 
Illands  in  Bofton  bay,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
enemy  (already  furrounded  by  land)  from 
making  ufe  of  ihem  for  frefli  provifions.  In> 
the  latter  end  of  May,  betVv^een  tvvo  and  three 
hundred  men  were  fent  to  drive  off  ihe  ftock 
from  Hog  and  Noddle  IHands,  which  are  fi- 
tuatedon  the  North-Eaft  fide  of  Bofton  har- 
bour. Advantage  having  been  taken  of  r he 
ebb-tide^  v/hen  the  water  is  fordabk  between/' 
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the  main  and  Hog  IQand^  as  it  Is  between 
that  and  Noddle  I  (land,  the  defign  was  effc6l- 
ed.  But  a  fkirmiHi  enfued  in  which  fomc  of 
the  Marines,  who  had  been  fcationed  to  guard 
them,  were  killed  :  and  as  the  firing  continu- 
ed between  the  Eritifh  water-craft  and  our 
party,  a  reinforcement  of  three  hundred  men, 
with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  was  ordered  to 
join  the  latter.  General  Pntnam  took  the 
command,  and  having  himfelf  gone  down  on 
th't  beach  within  converfing  diitance  and  in- 
eji^ually  ordered  the  people  on  board  an  arm- 
ed Schooner  to  ftrike,  he  plied  her  with  fhot 
fo  furiouflv  that  the  crew  made  their  efcape 
and  the  velTel  was  burnt.  An  armxd  floop 
waslikewife  {o  muchdifabled  as  to  be  towed 
off  by  the  boars  of  the  fleet.  Thus  ended  this 
affair,  in  which  feveral  hundred  fneep  and 
fom.e  cattle  were  removed  from  under  the 
muzzles  of  the  enemy's  cannon,  and  our  men 
accuftomed  to  ftand  fire,  by  being  for  many 
hours  expofed  to  it  without  meeting  with  a- 
ny  lofs. 

The  Provincial  General?,  having  received 
advice  that  the  Britifh  Commander  in  Chief 
defigned  to  take  pofltfTion  of  the  heights  on 
the  peninfula  of  Charles  Tov/n,  detached  a 
thoufand  men  in  the  night  of  the  i6th  of  June, 
under  the  ordepof  G'rneralWarren,  to  en- 


(       loS       ) 

trench  themfelves  upon  one  of  thefe  cminenc- 
es>  named  Bunker  Hill.  Though  retarded 
by  accidents  from  beginning  the  work  until 
nearly  midnight,  yet,  by  dawn  of  day,  they 
had  conftru<^ed  a  redoubt  about  eight  rods 
fquare  and  commenced  a  bread- work  from 
the  left  to  the  low  grounds ;  which  an  infuf- 
ferable  fire  from  the  fhipping,  floating  batteries 
and  cannon  oa  Cop*s  Hill,  in  Boflon,  prevent- 
ed them  from  conpleating.  At  mid- day  four 
battalions  of  foot,  ten  companies  of  Grena- 
diers, ten  companies  of  Light  Infantry,  with 
a  proportion  of  artillery,  commanded  by  Maj. 
Gen.  Howe,  landed  under  a  heavy  cannonade 
from  the  fhips  and  advanced  in  three  lines  to 
the  attack.  The  Light  infantry,  being  form- 
ed on  their  right,  was  dire6ted  to  turn  the  left 
flank  of  the  Americans :  and  the  Grenadiers, 
fupported  by  two  Battalions,  to  dorm  the  re- 
doubt in  front.  Meanwhile,  on  application, 
thefe  troops  were  augmented  by  the  47th  Regi- 
ment, the  ift  Battalion  of  Marines,  together 
with  fome  companies  of  Light  Infantry  and 
Grenadiers,  which  formed  an  aggregate  force 
of  between  two  and  three  thoufand  men.  But 
fo  difficult  was  it  to  reinforce  the  Americans, 
by  fending  detachments  acrofs  the  Neck  which 
was  raked  by  the  cannon  of  the  fhipping,  that 
not  more  than  fifteen  hundred  men  were 
brougat  into  adion.     Few  inftaaces  can  be 
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produced  in  the  annals  of  mankind  where 
Soldiers,  v^^ho  had  never  before  faced  an  ene- 
my or  heard  the  whiftling  of  a  ball,  behaved 
v/ich  fuch  deliberate  and  persevering  valor. 
It  v7as  not  until  after  the  Grenadiers  had  been 
tv/ice  repulfed  to  their  boats,  General  Warren 
fiain,  his  troops  exhauiled  of  their  ammuni- 
tion, their  lines  in  a  manner  enfiladed  by  ar- 
tillery, and  the  redoubt  half  filled  with  Bri- 
tifh  Regulars,  that  the  word  was  given  to  re- 
tire. In  that  forlorn  condition,  the  fpe6lacle 
was  aftonilhing  as  new,  to  behold  thefe  un- 
difciplined  men,  moil  of  them  vv-idiout  bayo- 
nets, difputing  with  the  butt  end  of  their  mnf- 
quets  againft  the  Britilh  bayonet  and  reced- 
ing in  fullen  defpair.  Still  the  Light  Infan- 
try, on  their  left,  would  certainly  have  gain- 
ed their  rear  and  exterminated  this  gallant 
little  corps,  had  not  a  body  of  four  hundred 
Connecticut  miCn,  with  the  Captains  Knoul- 
ton  and  Chefler,  after  forming  a  temporary 
bread- work  by  pulling  up  one  poft  and  rail 
fence  and  putting  it  upon  another,  performed 
prodigies  of  bravery.  They  held  the  enemy 
at  bay  until  the  main  body  had  relinquifned 
the  heights  and  then  retreated  acrofs  tlie 
neck  with  more  regularity  and  lefs  lofs  than 
could  have  been  expeded.  The  Britifli,  who 
eff:rcled  nothing  but  the  deftru6lion  of  Charles 
Town  by  a  wanton  conflagration,  had  mere 
K 
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t^ianone  halfofcheirw  hole  number  killed  and 
wounded  :  the  Americans  only  three  hundred 
and  fifty-five  killed^  wounded  and  mifTing. 
In  this  battle  the  prefence  and  example  of 
General  Putnam,  who  arrived  with  the  rein- 
forcement, were  not  lefs  confpicuous  than 
ufeful.  He  did  every  thing  that  an  intrepid 
and  experienced  officer  could  accomplifh. 
The  enemy  purfued  to  Winter  Hill — Putnam 
made  a  ftand  and  drove  them  back  under  co- 
ver of  their  fhips. 

The  premature  death  of  Warren,  one  of 
the  moft  illuflrious  patriots  that  ever  bled  in 
the  caufe  of  Freedom  ;  the  veteran  appear- 
ance of  Putnam,  colle6led  yet  ardent  in  ac- 
tion ;  together  with  the  aftonifhing  fcenery 
and  interefting  groupe  around  Bunker  Hill ; 
rendered  this  a  magnificent  fubjedt  for  the 
hiftoric  pencil.  Accordingly  Trumbull,  for- 
merly an  Aid  de  Camp  to  General  Wafliing- 
ton,  afterwards  Deputy  Adjutant  General  of 
the  northern  Army,  now  an  artift  of  great  ce- 
lebrity inEurope,  hath  finifhed  this  pidture  with 
that  boldnefs  of  conception  and  thofe  touches 
of  art  which  demonftrates  the  mafter.  Height- 
ened in  horror  by  the  flames  of  a  burning 
town  and  the  fmoke  of  conflidling  armies,  the 
principal  fcene,  taken  the  moment  when 
Wa«r«ft  kWi  reprefents  that  hero  in  the  ago- 
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files  af  death,  a  Grenadier  on  the  pointofba^- 
©netting  him  and  Colonel  Small  (to  whom  h^ 
was  familiarly  known)  arrefting  the  Soldier's 
arm:  at  the  head  of  the  Britifh  line  Major 
Pitcairne  is  feen  falling  dead  into  the  arms  of 
,  his  fon  :  and  not  far  diftant  General  Putnam 
is  placed  at  the  rear  of  our  retreating  troops, 
in  the  light  blue  and  fcarlet  uniform  he  wore 
that  day,  with  his  head  uncovered,  and  his 
fword  waving  towards  the  enemy,  as  it  were 
to  flop  their  impetuous  purfuit.  In  nearly 
the  fame  attitude  he  is  exhibited  by  Barlovy 
in  that  excellent  Poem  theVifion  of  Colum^ 
bus. 

*'  There  ftrides  bold  Patnam  and  from  all  the  plains, 
**  Calls  the  tired  hoft,  the  tardy  rear  fuilains, 
*■*  And,  mid  the  whizzing  death's  that  fill  the  air, 
*'  Waves  back  his  fword  and  dares  the  fcll'wing  war.'** 


•  The  writer  of  this  ElTay  had  occafion  of  remarking 
to  the  Poet  and  the  Painter,  while  they  were  three  thou- 
fand  miles  diilant  from- each  other  (at  which  dillance 
they  had  formed  and  executed  the  plans  of  their  refped- 
ive  produdions)  the  fimilarity  obfervable  in  their  def- 
criptions  of  General  Putnam-  Thefe  C/pe/s  tTceu^res- 
are  mentioned,  not  with  a  vain  prefumption  of  adding 
eclat  or  duration  to  works  which  have  received  the  feai 
of  immortality,  but  becaufe  they,  preferve  in  the  £fter 
arts  the  fame  illullrious  adion  of  our  hero.  I  perfuade 
myfelf  I  nsed  not  apologize  for  annexing  ^he  beautiful 
lines  from  the  poem  in  queition,  on  the  death  of  Genci- 
al  Warren. 
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After  this  action,  theBritiili  flrongly  for- 
rifii^d  themfelvcs  on  the  Penrnfulas  of  Boflon 
'^iVJ  Charles  Town  :  while  the  Provincials  re- 
mained pofted  in  the  circumjacent  country 
in  fiich  manner  as  to  form  a  blockade.  In 
the  beginning  of  July:,  General  Wafhingtcn, 
who  had  been  conftituted  by  Congrefs  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  American  forces,  ar- 
rived at  Cambridge  to  take  the  command. 
Having  formed  the  army  into  three  grand  di- 
vifions,  confiding  of  about  twelve  Regiments 
cachj  he  appointed  Major  General  Ward  to 
command  the  right  Vving,  Major  General 
•Lee  the  left  Vving  and  Major  General  Put- 
|iam  the  referve.  General  Putnam's  alertnef?, 
in  acceleratingr  the  conftruftion  of  the  neceiTa- 
ry  defences,  was  particularly  noticed  and  high- 
ly approved  by  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

About  the  20th  of  July,  the  Declaration  of 
Congrefs,  fetting  forth  the  reafons  of  their 
taking  up  arms,  was  proclaimed  at  the  head 
of  the  feveral  Divifions.      It  concluded  with 

*'  There,  haplcfs  Warren,  thy  cold  earth  was  feen. 
There  fpring  thy  laurels  in  imrr^orcal  green  ; 
Deareit  of  Chiefs,  that  ever  prefs'd  the  plain. 
In  Freedom's  caufe,  with  early    honors,  flain, 
Sdll  den-  ia  death,  as  when  in  fight  you  mov'd, 
'  By  hoils  applauded  and  by  Heav'n  approv'd  ; 
'  The  faithful  n:ufe  lliall  tell  the  world  thy  fame, 
*  And  unborn  realms  refound  th'  innncnal  namc»'* 


tiiefe  patriotic  and  noble  fentiments.  "  In 
"  our  own  native  land,  in  defence  of  the  free- 
"  doin  that  is  cur  birch  right,  and  which  we 
*'  ever  enjoyed  until  the  laie  violation  of  it; 
"  for  the  protedt'ion  of  our  property,  acquir- 
"  ed  foiely  by  the  honeft  induftry  of  out 
"  forefathers  and  ourfelves  ;  againft  violence 
"  adually  ofFeredj  we  have  taken  dp  arms. 
"  We  fhall  lay>  them,  down  when  hoftilities 
"  fhall  ceafe  on.  the  part  of  the  aggreflbrs^ 
"  and  all  danger  of  their  being  renewed  Hiali- 
"  be  removed,  and  not  before,. 

"  With  an  humble  confidence  in  the  mer- 
"  cies  of  the  fupre.ne  and  impartial  Judge 
"  and  Ruler  of  the  Univerfe,  we  moft  de- 
^^  voutiy  implore  his  divine  goodnefs  to  con- 
**  ductus  happily  through  this  great  con  fli(5l> 
^'  to  difpofe  our  a.iverfaries  to  reconciliation 
"  on  reafonable  terms,  and,, thereby,  to  re- 
*'  lieve  the  empire  from  the  calamities  of  ci^ 
"  vil  v/ar." — As  fjon  as  thefe  memorable 
words  were  pronounced  to  General  Putnam's 
Divifion,  which  he  had  ordered  to  be  p.iraded 
on  Profpe<5l  Hill,  thev  fhouted  in  thre-j  Huz- 
zas a  loud  amen  1  Whereat  (a  cannon  from 
the  Fort  being  fired  as  a  fignal)  the  new  Simuh 
ard^  lately  fent  from  Connecticuf ,  wa.i  fud- 
de.ily  feen  to  rife  and  unroll  itfclf  to  the  wind. 
On  ore  ^\'i^  was  in  cribed  in  larse  kuers  of 
K    2. 


(       »H       ) 

Gold  "An  Appeal  to  Heaven,"  and  on 
the  other  were  delineated  the  armorial  bear- 
ings of  Conne61:icut,  Vv'hich  without  fnpport- 
ers  or  cred,  con  fill  unoilentatioully  of  three 
Fiiics  :  wiih  this  motto,  "  *!^u  trariftulitl 
**  Juftinet  i"  alluding  to  the  pious  confidence 
our  forefathers  placed  in  the  prote6cion  of 
Heaven,  on  thofe  three  allegorical  Scions — 
Knowledge — Liberty — Religion — which 
they  had  htt^i  inilrumental  in  tranfplanting  to 
America. 

The  flrength  of  pof:tion  on  the  enemy's 
part  and  want  of  ammunition  on  our's  pre- 
vented operations  of  mignitude  from  being 
attempted.  Such  diligence  was  ufed  in  for- 
tifying our  camps  and  fuch  precaution  adopt-- 
ed  £0  prevent  furprize,  as  toenfure  tranquilli- 
ty to>'the  troops  during  the  winter.  In  the 
fpring  a  pofition  was  taken,  fo  menacing  to 
t?vt  enemy  as  to  caufe  them,  on  the  17th  of 
March  1776,  to  abandon  Bofton  :  not  with- 
out confiderable  precipitation  and  dereliction 
of  royal  (lores. 

As  a  part  of  the  hoftile  fleet  lingered  for 
fometime  in  Nantafliet  road  (about '  nine 
miles    below  Bofton)    General  Wafliington 

'•^  Liieraliy,  **  Hi -ixho  tranjy.anted 'will  fuf  hart  them '^ 
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continued  himfelf  in  Bollonj  not  only  to  fee 
the  coaft  entirely  clear,  but  alio  to  make  ma- 
ny indifpenfable  arrangements.  His  Excel- 
lency, proponng  to  leave  Major  General 
Ward  with  a  few  regimen cs,  to  finifh  the  for- 
tifications intended  as  a  fecurity  againft  aa 
attack  by  water,  in  the  mean  time  difpatched 
the  greater  part  of  the  army  to  New-York, 
where  it  was  moil  probable  the  enemy  would 
make  a  dtfctnt.  Upon  the  failing  of  a  fleet 
"with  troops  in  the  month  of  January^  Major 
General  Lee  had  been  fent  to  tht  defence  of 
that  city ;  who,  after  having  caufed  fome 
works  to  be  laid  our,  proceeded  to  follow 
that  fleet  to  South  Carolina.  The  Com- 
mander in  Chief  was  now  exceedingly  folicit- 
cus  that  ihcfQ  works  fbould  be  completed  as 
foon  as  pofiTible,  and  accordingly  gave  the 
following 

*^  Orders  and  I nfbr unions  for  Major  General 
Putnam. 

•  *^  As  there  are  the  beft  reafons  to  believe 

'"  that  the  enemy's  fleet  and  army,  which  left 

^'  Nantaficec  road  laft  Wednefday  evening, 

*^  are  bound    to  New- York  to  endeavor  to 

"  poflcfs  that  important  poll,  and,   if  pofli- 

'^  ble,  to  fecure  the  comm.unication  by  Hud- 

^*^  fon's  River  to  Canada  i   it  muft  be  our 
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^*  care  to  prevent  them  from  arccom pi  idling 
"  their  defigns.  To  that  end,  I  have  de- 
''  tached  Brigadier  General  Heath  with  the 
*^  whole  body  of  Rifle  men  and  five  Batta^- 
^*  lions- of  the  Contine'ntal  Army,  by  the  way 
'^  of  Norwich  in  Connedicut,,toNew-Yorkt. 
"  Thefe  by  an  exprefs  arrived  yeflerday  from 
"  General  Heathy  I  have  reafon  to  believe 
*'  are  in  New-York.  Six  more  Battalions^, 
*'  under  General  Sullivan,  march  this  morn^ 
**  ing  by  the  fame  route,  and  will^  I  hope, 
"  arrive  there  in  eightor  ten  days  at  fartheil, 
*'  The  rell  of  the  army  will  immediately  foi- 
•'  low  in  Divifions,  leaving  only-  a  convenLr- 
"  ent  fpace  between  each  divifion,  to  preven^t 
**  confufion  and  want  of  accommodation  up- 
**  on  their  march.  You  will  no  doubt  make 
**  the  bed  difpatCvh  in  getting  to  New-York. 
*'  Upon  your  arrival  there  you  will  afTume 
**  the  command  and  immediately  proceed  in 
<*'  continuing  to  execute  the//^K.propofed  by 
*'  Major  General. Lee,  for  fortifying  that  ci- 
**  ty  and  fecuring  the  pafTes  of  the  Eaft  and 
**  North  Rivers.  If,. upon  confultatlen  with 
*^  the  Brigadiers  General  and  Engineers,  any 
**  alteration  in  that  plan  is  thought  necefTa- 
"  ry,  you  are  at  liberty  to  make  it  :  cautiouf- 
"  ly  avoiding  to  break  in  too  much  upon  his 
"  main  defign,  unlefs  where  it  may.  be  ap- 
"  pareatly  necefTaryu  fo  to  do,  and  that  bv  the 
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^'  geneial  voice  and  opinion  of  the  g^ntk- 
"  mf:n  abovernentioned. 

<•'  You  will  meet  the  Quarter  Mafler  G^[\' 
''  eral  Colonel  Miffiin,  and  *Commiirary 
"  General  at  Nev7-York.  As  thefe  are  both 
"  men  of  exceilerit  talents  in  their  diffei-ent 
'*  Departments,  you  will  do  well  to  give  them: 
"  all  the  authority  and  affillance  they  re- 
"  quire:  And  fliould  a  Council  of  War  be 
"  neceflary,  it  is  my  diredionthey  afTiil  at  it. 

"  Your  lonj  Service  and  Experience  will 
"  better  than  m.y  particular  directions  at  this 
diilance,  point  out  to  you  the  works  mod 
proper  to  be  firfc  raifed  ;  and  your  perfe- 
verance,  adivity  and  zeal  will  lead  you 
*'  (without  my  recommending  it)  to  exert 
every  Nerve  to  difappoint  &it  enemy's  de- 
fisfns. 

"  Devoutly  praying  that  the  Power  which 
''  has  hitherto  fuilained  the  American  Arms, 
''  n-.ay  continue  to  blefs  them  with  the  di- 
vine protection,  I  bid  you — Farewell. 
Given  at  Head  Quarters,  in  Cambridge^ 
this  29th  of  March  1776. 
Geo.  Waghingtvon. 

•^  Cclonel  Jofeph  Tra.T.bull,  eldeil  for.  to  the  Gov- 

truer  cf  that  name. 
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Invested  with  thefe  commands,  General 
Putnam  travelled  by  long  and  expeditious 
flages  to  New- York.  His  firft  precaution, 
upon  his  arrival,  was  to  prevent  difturbance, 
or  furprife  in  the  night  feafon.  With  thefe 
objeds  in  view,  after  poiling  the  necelTary 
guards,  he  iffued  his  *  Orders.  He  inftitu- 
ted,  likewife,  other  wholefome  regulations  to 
meliorate  the  police  of  the  troops  and  to  pre- 
ferve  the  good  agreement  that  fubfifted  be^ 
tween  them  and  the  citizens. 

Notwithstanding  the  war  had  now  ra- 
ged, in  other  parts,  with  unaccuftonned  feve- 
rity  for  nearly  a  year,  yet  the  Britifh  fhips  at 
New-York  (one  of  which,  had  once  fired  up- 
on the  town  to  intimidate  the  inhabitants) 
found  the  means  of  being  fupplied  with  freih 
water  and  provifions.      General  Putnam  re- 

*  General  Orders. 
"  Head  Quarters  New-York  April  5,  1776. 

•'  The  Soldiers  are  ftridly  enjoined  to  retire  to  iheii 
barracks  and  quarters,  at  tattoo-beating,  and  to  remAit 
there  until  the  reveille  is  beat. 

**  Neceffity  obliges  the  General  to  defire  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  city  to  obferve  the  fame  rule,,  as  na  peifor 
will  be  permitted  to  pafs  any  centry,  after  this  night, 
without  the  counter fign. 

"  The  Inhabitants,  whofe  bufmefs  requires  it,  may 
know  the  counterfign  by  applying  to  any  of  the  Bri 
gade-Majors." 
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folved  to  adopt  effe6lual  meafures  for  putting  a 
period  to  this  intercourfe  and  accordingly  ex- 
preffed  his  prohibition*  in  the  mod  pointed 
cerms. 

■  Nearly  at  the  fame  moment,  a  detach- 
ment of  a  thoufand  Continentals  was  fent  to 
occupy  Governor's  luand,  a  Regiment  to  for- 
tify Red  Hook,  and  fome  companies  of  Ri- 
fieinen  to  the  Jerfey  Ihore.  Of  two  boats, 
(belonging  to  two  armed  vefTels)  which  at- 
tempted to  take  on  board  frefh  water  from 
the  watering  place  on  Staten-Illand,  one  was 

*  PROHIBITION. 
"  Head  Quarters,  New- York,  April  8,  1776. 

"  The  General  informs  the  inhabitants  that  it  is  be- 
fome  ablolutely  neceffary,  that  all  communication  be- 
tween the  minillerial  fleet  and  (hore  ftioald  be  immedi- 
ately Hopped  ;  for  that  purpofe  he  has  given  pofitive  or- 
ders, the  lliips  fhould  no  longer  be  furnilhed  with  pro- 
viflons.  Any  inhabitants  or  others,  who  fhail  be  taken 
that  have  been  on  board  (after  the  publifhing  this  order) 
or  near  any  of  the  (hips  or  going  on  board  will  be  confid- 
ered  as  enemies  and  treated  accordingly. 

'*  All  boats  are  to  fail  from  Beekman's  flip.  Cap- 
tain James  Alner  is  appointed  Infpeftor  and  will  give 
permits  to  Oyllermen.  It  is  ordered  and  expeded  that 
none  attempt  going  without  a  pafs.*' 

Israel  Putnam,  Major  Gejicral  ia 
in  the  Con-tinental  Army  and  Com- 
mander in  Chiefof  tke  forces  ia  New- 
tork. 
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driven  off  (by  the  Riflemen)  with  two  oi 
three  feamen  killed  in  it;  and  the  other  cap- 
tured with  thirteen.  A  few  days  afterwards 
Captain  Vandeput  of  the  Afia  man  of  war| 
the  fenicr  ofncer  of  the  fhips  on  this  ftationl 
finding  the  intercciife  with  the  iliore  inters 
dided,  their  limits  contracted,  and  that  nd 
good  purpofes  could  be  anfwered  by  remain*; 
ing  there,  failed,  with  all  the  armed  veiTejs,, 
out  of  the  harbor.  Thefe  arrangements  anJ 
tranfadions,  joined  to  an  unremitting  attenf 
tion  to  the  completion  of  the  defences,  gave 
full  fcope  to  the  a6livity  of  General  Putnam, 
until  the  arrival  of  General  Wafhington, 
v/hich  happened  about  the  middle  of  April. 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  in  his  firil  pub- 
lic orders,  *'  complimented  the  Officers  'u-l'O 
**  hadjuccejfively  commanded  at  New -Tor  k^ 
'^  and  returned  his  thanks  to  them  as  well  as 
''  to  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  under  theii 
*^  commiand,  for  the  many  works  of  defence 
*^*  which  had  been  fo  expeditioufly  ere6led 
^^  at  the  fam^e  time  he  exprefied  an  expefta 
"  tion  that  the  fame  fpirit  of  zeal  for  the  fer 
"  vice,  would  continue  to  animate  their  fu- 
^'  ture  condud.'' — Putnam,,  who  was  ther 
the  only  Major  General  with  the  main  army, 
had  ftili  a  chief  agency  in  forwarding  the  for- 
tifications; and,  with  the   affiftance  of  th< 
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Brigadiers  Spencer  and  Lord  Sterling,  in  af- 
figning  to  the  different  Corps  their  alarin 
Pofls. 

Congress  having  intimated  a  defire  of 
confulting  with  the  Commander  in  Chief  on 
the  critical  pofture  of  affairs,  His  Excellency 
repaired  to  Philadelphia  accordingly,  and  was 
abfent  from  the  tw^nty-firft  of  May  until  the 
fixth  of  June.  General  Pumam,  who  com- 
manded in  that  interval,  had  it  in  charge  to 
open  all  letters  directed  to  General  Wafhing- 
ton  on  public Jervicey-^nd)  if  important^  after 
regulating  his  conduct  by  their  contents,  to 
forward  them  by  exprefs ;  to  expedite  the 
works  then  ereding  j  to  begin  others  which 
were  fpecified  -,  to  eftablifh  fignals  for  com- 
municating an  alarm  ;  to  guard  againfl  the 
poffioility  of  furprize  ;  to  fecure  well  the 
Powder-Magazine ;  to  augment  by  eveiy 
means  in  his  power  the  quantity  of  Cartridg- 
es ;  and  to  fend  Brigadier  Genera!  Lord  .Ster- 
ling to  put  the  Pofls  in  the  Highlands  into  a 
proper  condition  of  defence.  He  had  alfo 
a  private  and  confidential  infiruEiion  to  afford 
whatever  aid  might  be  required  by  ihe  Pro- 
vincial Congrefs  of  New- York  for  apprehend- 
ing certain  of  their  difaffcded '  citizens  :  and 
as  it  would  be  moil  convenient  ro  take  the 
detachment  for  this  fervice  from  the  troops 
L 
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on  Long-Ifland,  under  ccmmand  of  Briga- 
dier General  Greene,  it  was  reconnnended 
ihat  this  officer  fliould  be  adviled  ofihe  plan, 
;\nd  that  the  execution  fhould  be  condu6led 
with  fccrecy  and  celerity,  as  well  as  with  de- 
cency and  good  order.  In  the  records  of  the 
amy  are  preferved  the  daily  Orders  which 
were  iiTued  in  the  abfence  of  the  Commander 
in  Chiefj  who,  on  his  return,  was  not  only  fa- 
tisfied  that  the  works  had  been  profecuted  with 
all  pofTibie  difpatch,  but  alfo  that  the  other 
duties  had  been  properly  difcharged. 

It  was  the  latter  end  of  June  when  the 
Britifh  fleet,  which  had  been  at  Halifax  wait- 
ing for  reinforcements  from  Europe,  began 
to  arrive  at  New- York.  To  obftri^dl  its  paf- 
fage  fome  marine  preparations  had  been  made. 
General  Putnam,  to  whom  the  directions  of 
the  whale  boats,  fire  rafts,  flat-bottom.ed 
boats  and  armed  v^fTels  was  committed,  af- 
forded his  patronage  to  a  projedt  for  deftroy- 
ing  the  enemy's  fhipping  by  explofion.  ^  A 
Machine^  altogether  different  from  any  thing 
hitherto  deviled  by  the  art  of  man,  had  been 
invented  by  Mr.  David  Bulhnell*,  {oxjubma^ 

*  David  Buflinell,  A.  M.  of  Saybrook  in  Connefli-. 
cut,  invented  feveral  other  machines  ior  the  annoyance 
of  fhipping  ;  theie  from  accidentft,  not  militating  againft 
the  philuiophical  principUsi  on  waich  their  iucccfs  de- 
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rine  navigation^  which  was  found  to  aniVer 
the  purpcfe  pe»fe(5tly  of  rowing  horizontally 
at  any  given  depth  under  water,  and  of  rif~ 
ing  or  finking  at  pleafure.  To  this  Madnne 
(called  the  American  Turtle)  was  attached  a 
Magazine  of  Pozz^dery  which  it   was  intended 

pended,  only  partially  fucceeded.  He  deflroycd  a  vefTel 
in  the  charge  of  Commodore  Symmonds,  whofe  report  to 
the  Admiral  was  publiihed.  One  oi  his  kegs  alio  de- 
inolifhed  a  vefiel  near  the  Long-Ifland  fhcie.  AboJC 
Chriltmas  1777  he  committed  to  theDelaware  a  number 
of  Kegs,  deitinedto  fall  among  the  Britiih  fleet  at  Phils  ^ 
delphia  :  bat  his  fqaatlron  ofKegs,  having  been  feparated 
and  retarded  by  the  ice,  demolsflied  but  a  fingle  boat. 
This  cataftrophe,  however,  produced  an  alarm,  unpre- 
cedented in  its  nature  and  degree  ;  which  has  been  fo 
happily  defcribed  in  the  fublequent  Song  by  the  Hon. 
Francis  Hopkinfon,  that  the  event  it  celebrates  will 
not  be  forgotton  fo  long  as  mankind  Ihall  continue  to  be 
delighted  vviik  works  of  humour  and  talle  : 

The  battle    of  the  Kegs    : — a   Song.—Tune  Moggy 
Lawder. 

GALLANTS,  attend,  and  hear  a  friend 

Trill  forth  harmonious  ditty  : 
Strange  things  I'll  tell,  which  late  befell 

Li  Philadelphia  city. 

*Twas  early  day,  as  poeti  fay, 

Juft  when  the  fun  was  rifmg, 
A  foidier  ftood  on  log  of  wood. 

And  faw  a  fight  furprifmg. 

As  in  a  maze,  he  flood  to  gaze. 

The  truth  can't  be  denied,  Sir> 
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to  be  faflened  under  the  bottom  of  a  fhip 
v;irh  a  driving  fcrew;  in  fuch  fort  that  the 
fame  (Iroke  which  difengaged  it  from  the 
Machine  fnouid  put  the  internal  clock-work 

He  fp^ed  a  fcore  of  Kegs  or  more. 

Come  ftoating  down  the  tide.  Sir. 

A  failor,  too,  in  jerkin  blue. 

The  flrange  appearance  viewing, 
Firll  damn'd  his  eyes,    in  great  furprize, 

Thcii  faid— •*'  Some  mirchief's  brewing." 

*'  ThefeKegs  now  hold  the  rebels  bold, 

*'   Pack'd  up  like  pickled  herring  : 
*'  And  they  're  come  down,  t'  attack  the  towH;^ 

**  In  this  new  way  of  ferry 'ng.-" 

The  K.'Idler  flew  ;   the  failor  too  : 

And,  fcar'd  almoft  to  death,  Sir, 
Wore  out  iiieir  ilioes    to  fpread  the  news  ; 

Aad  ran  till  out  cf  breath.  Sir. 

Now  up  and  down,  throughout  the  town, 

Moft  frantic  fcenes  were  afted  : 
And  lome  ran  here  and  fonie  ran  there* 

Like  men  almoil  diftraded. 

Some  kie  cried,  which  foir.e  denied, 

Butfaid  the  earth  had  quaked   : 
And  p^irls  and  boys,  with  hideous  noife. 

Ran  through  the  town  half  naked 

Sir  William  \\  he,  fnug  as  a  flea, 
Jj3.y  all  this  tiii^e  a  fnoring  ; 

!;  Sir  Willi::!^  IlQ.Ye. 


in  inotlon.  This  being  done,  the  ordinary 
operation  of  a  gun-lock  (at  the  diftance  of 
half  an  hour,  an  hour,  or  any  determinate- 
time)  would  caufe  the  powder  to  explode  and 
leave  the  efFedls  tothe  common  laws  of  nature. 
The  fimpiicity,   yet  combination   difcovered 

Ncr  dreamt  of  harm,  as  he  lay  warm- 
In  bed  with  Mrs.  L*f  *ng. 

Now  in  a  fright,  he  darts  upright,  . 

Awak'd  by  fuch  a  clatter  : 
He  rubs  both  eyes  ;  and  boldly  cries j 

**  For  God's  fake,  what's  the  matter  f  ' 

At  his  bed-fide,  he  then  efpied 

Sir  EriHne  f  at  command.  Sir, 
Upon  one  foot,  he  had  one  boot. 

And  t'other  in  his  hand.  Sir, 

*'  Arife  I  arife  !'*  Sir  Erfkine  cries : 

**   The   rebels — more's  the  pity— 
''  Without  a  boat,  are  all  on  float, 

**  And  rang'd  before  the  city, 

*'  The  motly  crew,  in  veffcls  new, 

*'  With  Satan  for  their  guide.   Sir, 
**  Pack'd  up  in  bag?,  or  wooden  Kegs, 

**   Come  driving  down  the  tide.   Sir  ^ 

"  Therefore  prepare  for  bloody  war : 

'*  7'hefe  Kegs  muft  all  be  routed  ; 
^  Orfurelyue  d  !pil*d  (hall  be, 

**  And  Biitiih  courage  doubted."      , 

t  Sir  William  Erfliine. 

L   2 
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in  the  mechanifm  of  this  Vv/onderful  machine, 
were  acknowledged  by  thofe  fkilled  in-Phyl- 
icks,  and  particularly  Hydraulics,  to  be  not 
lefs  ingenious  than  novel.       The  Inventor, 

The  Royal  band  new  ready  Hand, 

All  rang'd  in  dread  array.  Sir, 
With  llomach's  (lour,    to  lee  it  out. 

And  make  a  bloody  day.  Sir. 

The  cannons  roar  from  fhore  to  fliore  : 

The  {'.v.iW  arms  make  a  rattle. 
Since  wars  beg^m,  I'm  Ttire  no  man 

E'er  faw  io  itrange  a  battle. 

The  rebel  *  \':ilcs,  the  rebel  drJcs, 

With  rebel  trees  furroundcd, 
The  dlftant  vvcovis,  the  hilis  and  floods. 

With  rebel  echoes  ibunded. 

The  fiih  below  fvvam  to  and  fro, 

Attack'd  from  ev'ry  quaiter  : 
«*  Why  fure,"  thv-^ught  they,  *'  the  Dev'l^s  to  pay 

**•  Mongit  folks  above  the  water." 

TheK.EGS,  'tis  faid,  though  ftrongly  made 

Of  rebel  flaves  and  hoops.  Sir, 
Could  not  oppofe  their  powerful  foes. 

The  conqa'ring  Br.uilh  troops,  Sir. 

From  morn  to  night,  thofe  men  of  might, 

DiTplayM  amazing  courage  ; 
And  when  the  Sun  was^iirly  down, 

Retir'd  to  fup   their  porridge. 

*  The  BritTfh  officers  were  fc  fond  of  the  wcrd,  reM,' 
fchit  they  often  applied  it  moil  abfurdly. 
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whofe  conftltutlon  was  too  feeble  to  permit 
him  to  perform  the  labour  of  rowing  the  Tur- 
tle, had  taught  his  brother  to  manage  it  with 
perfect  dexterity  ;  but  unfortunately  his  bro- 
ther fell  ficlcof  a  fever  juft  before  the  arrival 
of  the  fleet.  Recourfe  was  therefore  had  to 
a  Serjeant  in  the  Conne6licut  troops ;  who, 
havino;  received  whatever  inftructions  could 
be  communicated  to  him  in  a  Ihorc  time, 
went  (too  late  in  the  night)  with  all  the  appa- 
ratus under  the  bottom  of  the  Eagle  a  fixty- 
four  gun  Ship  on  board  of  which  the  Britifa 
Admiral  Lord  Howe  commanded.  In  com- 
ing up,  the  fcrew,  that  had  been  calculated 
to  perforate  the  copper  fheathing,  unluckily 
ftruck  againfl:  fome  iron  plates,  where  the 
rudder  is  connedled.with  the  i^ern.     Thisac= 

An  hundred  m«n,  wiih  each  a  pen, 

Qr  more,  upon  my  word.  Sir;,. 
It  is  njofi:  true,  would  be  too  few. 

Their  valour  to  record.  Sir, 

Such  feats  did  they  perform  that  day^,. 

Upon  thofe  wicked  Kegs,  Sir, 
That  years  to  come,  if  they  get  home. 

They'll  raake  their  boaits-and  brags,  Sir. 

Mr.  Bufhnell,  having  been  highly  recommended  for  his 
talents  by  Prefident  Stiles,  General  Parfons  and  fome 
Gth:r  gentl -men  of  Science,  was  appointed-a  Captain  ia 
the  Corps  of  Sappers  and  Miners  :  in  which  capacity  he. 
conrinucd  lo  ferys  with  ihat  carps,  muii  the  conclafiorr 
of  thi  war. 
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cidenr,  added  to  the  ftrength  of  tide  which 
prevailed  and  the  want  of  adequate  fkill  in  the 
Serjeant,  occafioned  fuchdelay  that  the  dawn 
began  to  appear :  whereupon  he  abandoned 
the  Magazine  to  chance,  and(arter  gaining  a 
proper  diftance)  for  the  fake  of  expedition, 
rowed  on  the  furface  towards  the  town. 
General  Putnam,  who  had  been  on  the  wharf 
anxiouily  expecting  the  refult  from  the  firft 
glimmering  of  light,  beheld  the  Machine 
near  Governor's  Ifland  and  fent  a  whale-boat 
to  bring  it  on  fhore.  In  about  twenty  mi- 
nutes afterwards  the  Magazine  exploded  and 
blew  a  vaft  column  of  water  to  an  amazino- 
height  in  the  air.  As  the  whole  bufinefs  had 
been  kept  an  inviolable  fecret,  he  was  not  a 
little  diverted  with  the  various  conjedures, 
whether  this  ftupendous  noife  was  produced 
by  a  bomb,  a  meteor,  a  water-fpout  or  an 
earthquake.  Other  operations  of  a  moftfe- 
rious  nature  rapidly  fucceeded  and  prevented 
a  repetition  of  the  experiment.. 

On  the  twenty-fecond  of  Auo;uil  the  van 
of  the  Britilli  landed  on  l^ong^Ifland,  and 
was  foon  followed  by  the  whole'army,  except 
one  Brigade  ofHefTians,  a  fmail  body  of  Bri- 
ti(h  and  fome  convalefcenrs,  left  on  Staten 
IQand.  Our  troops  on  Long  Ifland  had 
been   commanded   during    the  fummer   by 
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General  Greene,  who  was  now  fick ;  and 
General  Putnam  took  the  comnnand,  but 
two  days  before  the  battle  of  Flatbulh.  The 
Inftruftions  to  him  (pointing  in  the  firft 
place  to  decifive  expedients  for  fupprefTing 
the  fcattering,  unmeaning  and  v/afteful  fire  of 
our  men)  contained  regulations  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  guards,  the  Bri2;adicrs  and  the 
Field  Officers  of  the  day  ;  for  the  appoint- 
ment and  encouragement  of  proper  fcouts;  as 
well  as  for  keeping  the  men  ccnftantly  at  their 
polls  ;  for  preventing  the  burning  of 
buildings  (except  it  fnould  be  nccelTary  for 
military  purpofes)  and  for  preferving  private 
properey  from  pillage  and  defiru6tion.  To 
theie  regulations  were  added,  in  a  mjore  dif- 
fufe  though  not  lefs  fpirited  and  profeffional 
fcyle,  rcfiedions  on  the  diftindlion  of  an  army 
from  a  mob  ;  vv/ith  exhortations  for  the  Sol- 
diers to  condu6t  themfelves  manfully  in  fuch 
;i  caufe,  and  for  their  Commander  to  oppofe 
the  enemy's  approach  with  detachments  of 
his  bed  troops  :  while  he  fnould  endeavor  to 
render  their  advance  more  difficult  by  con- 
ftruding  abattis,  and  to  entrap  their  parties 
by  forming  ambufcades.  General  Putnam 
was  within  the  lines,  when  an  engagement 
took  place  on  the  27th,  between  the  Britifh 
army  and  our  advanced  Corps,  in  whi^h  we 
loll  about  a  thoufand  men  in  killed  and  miff- 
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ing,  with  the  Generals  Sullivan  and  Lord 
Sceriing  niade  prifoners.  But  our  men 
(though  attacked  on  all  fides)  fous^ht  with 
great  bravery  -,  and  the  enemy's  lofs  was  not 
li-ht. 

The  unfortunate  battle  of  Long  Ifland,  the 
maflerly  retreat  from  thence  and  the  a(5lual 
pafTage  of  part  of  the  hoftile  fleet  in  the  Eaft 
River  above  the  Town, preluded  the  evacua- 
tion of  New- York.  A  promotion  of  four 
Major's  General  and  fix  Brigadiers  had  pre- 
vioully  been  made  by  Congrefs.  After  the 
retreat  from  Long  IQand  the  main  army,  con- 
filling  for  the  momentj  of  fixty  Battalions  (of 
which  twenty  were  Continental,  the  refidue 
Levies  and  M.litia)  was,  conformably  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  fervice,  rather  than  to  the 
rules  of  war,  formed  into  fourteen  Brigades. 
Major  General  Putnam  commanded  the 
right  grand  Divifion  of  five  Brigades,  the  Ma- 
jors General  Spencer  and  Greene  the  center 
of  fix  Brigades,  and  Major  General  Heath  the 
left  which  was  polled  near  Kingfbridge  and 
compofed  of  two  Brigades.  The  whole  ne- 
ver amounted  to  twenty  thoufand  effedive 
men  J  while  the  Britilh  and  German  forces 
under  Sir  William  Howe  exceeded  twenty- 
two  thoufand  :  indeed  the  Minider  had  af- 
ferted  in  Parliament  that  they  would  confiO: 
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c'' more  than  thirty  thoufand.  Our  two  cen- 
ter Divifions,  both  io^mnanded  by  Genrral 
Spencer  in  the  ficknefs  of  General  Greene, 
moved  towards  Mount  Waihington,  Harlem 
Heights  and  Horn's  Hook,  as  foon  as  the 
final  refoliuion  u'as  taken,  in  a  Council  of 
War,  on  the  twelfdi  of  September,  to  aban- 
don the  city.  That  event,  thus  circumflanc- 
ed,  took  effed  a  few  days  after. 

On  Sunday  the  fifteenth  the  Britifh,  after 
fending  three  Ihips  of  war  up  the  North  Ri- 
ver to  Bloomingdale  and  keeping  up,  for 
fom.e  hours,  a  fevere  cannonade  on  our  lines, 
from  thofe  already  in  the  Eaft  River,]anded  in 
force  at  Turtle  Bay — -our  new  Levies  com- 
manded by  a  flate  Brigadier  General,  fled 
without  making  reiiftance.  Two  Brigades 
of  General  Putnam's  Divifion,  ordered  to 
their  fupport,  notwithftanding  the  exertion  of 
their  Brigadiers,  and  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief  himfelf,  who  came  up  at  the  inftant, 
conduced  themfelves  in  the  fame  fnameful 
manner.  His  Excellency  then  ordered  the 
Heights  of  Harlem,  a  ftiong  pofition,  to  be 
occupied.  Thither  the  forces  in  the  vicini- 
ty, as  well  as  the  fugitives,  repaired.  In  the 
mean  time  General  Putnam,  wiih  the  remain- 
der of  his  command  and  the  ordinary  out- 
pofts,  was  in  the  city.     After  having  caufed 
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the  Brigades  to  begin  their  retreat  by  the  route 
of  Blooiningdale,  in  order  to  avoid  the  ene- 
my:, who  were  then  in  the  polTeffion  of  the 
main  road  leading  to  Kingfbridge,  he  gal- 
loped to  call  off  the  pickets  and  guards. 
Having  myfelfbeen  a  Volunteer  in  his  Divi- 
fion  and  acting  Adjutant  to  the  laft  Regiment 
that  left  the  city,  I  had  frequent  opportuni- 
ties that  day  of  beholding  him,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  illiiing  orders  and  encouraging  the 
troops,  flying,  on  his  horfe  covered  with 
foam,  wherever  his  prefence  was  mod  necefla- 
ry.  Without  his  extraordinary  exertions  the 
guards  mud  have  been  inevitably  lod,  and 
it  is  probable  entire  Corps  would  have  been 
cut  in  pieces.  When  we  were  not  far  from 
Bloomingdale,  an  Aid  de  Camp  came  from 
him  at  fuil  fpeed  to  inform,  that  a  column  of 
Britifh  Infantry  was  defcending  upon  our  right. 
Our  rear  was  foon  fired  upon,  and  the  Colonel 
of  our  regiment  (whofe  order  was  juil  com- 
municated for  the  front  to  file  off  to  the  left) 
was  killed  on  the  fpot.  With  no  other  lofs, 
we  joined  the  army,  after  dark,  on  the 
Heights  of  Harlem. 

Before  our  Brigades  came  in,  we  were 
given  up  for  loft  by  all  our  friends.  So  cri- 
tical indeed  was  our  fituation  and  fo  narrow 
the  gap  by  which  we  efcaped^  that  the  inftant 
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we  jiad  paiTed,  the  enemy  clofed  It  by  extend- 
ing their  line  from  river  to  river.  Our  men, 
who  had  been  fifteen  hours  under  arms,  har- 
raffed  by  marching  and  countermarching  in 
confequcnce  of  incefflmt  alarms,  exhaufted  as 
they  were  by  heat  and  thirft  (for  the  day  pro- 
ved infupportabiy  hot  and  few  or  none  had 
canteens,  infomuch  that  fome  died  at  the 
•brooks  where  they  drank)  if  attacked,  could 
have  made  but  feeble  refiitance. 

If  we  take  into  confideration  the  debilitating 
fickf<iefs  which  weakened  almoilall  our  troops, 
the  hard  duty  by  which  they  were  worn  down 
in  conilruding  numberlefs  defences,  the  con- 
tinual want  of  reft  they  had  fuffered  (fince  the 
enemy  landed)  in  guarding  from  nodlurnal 
furprize^  the  dcfpondency  infufed  into  their 
minds  by  an  infular  fituation  and  a  confciouf- 
nefs  of  inferiority  to  the  enemy  in  difcipline, 
together  with  the  difadvantageous  terms  upon 
which,  in  their  ftate  of  feparation^  they  might 
have  been  forced  to  engage  j  it  appears  high- 
ly probable  that  day  would  have  prefented 
an  eafy  vidlory  to  the  Britifh.  On  the  other 
fide,  the  American  Commander  in  Chief  had 
wifely  countenanced  an-opinion,  then  univer- 
fally  credited,  that  our  army  wasjhree  times 
more  numerous  that  it  was  in  reality.  It  is 
not  afubjedfor  aftonifhment,  that  the  Briufli, 
M 


i       ^34      ) 

ignorant  of  the  exiftlng  circiinnftances,  im- 
pofed  upon  as  to  the  numbers  by  reports 
and  recolIe(5lingwhatafew  brave  men,  {light- 
ly entrenched,  had  perfornned  at  Bunker  Hill, 
ihould  proceed  with  great  circumfpedlion. 
For  their  reproaches,  that  the  Rebels  (as  they 
-affedled  co  ftyle  us)  loved  digging  better  than 
fighting,  and  that  they  earthed  themfelves 
^n  holes  like  foxes,  but  ill  concealed  at  the 
bottom  of  their  own  hearts  the  profound  im- 
prefiion  that  adlion  had  rnade.  Cheap  and 
contemptible  as  we  had  once  feemed  in  their 
eyes,  it  had  taught  them  to  hold  us  in  fomc 
refped:.  This  refpeft,  in  conjun6lion  with  a 
fixed  belief  that  the  enthufiaftic  fpirit  of  our 
•oppofition  m.uft  foon  fubfide,  and  that  the 
inexhauftible  refources  of  Britain  would  ulti- 
mately triumph  without  leaving  any  thing  to 
•chance  (not  the  avarice  or  trea-chery  of  the 
Britifh  General,  as  the  fadions  of  his  own 
nation  wiOied  to  infinuate)retarded  their  oper- 
ation and  afforded  us  leifure  to  refcue  from 
annihilation  the  miferable  relics  of  an  army, 
haftening  to  diflblution  by  the  expiration  of 
enliftments,  and  the  country  itfelf  from  irre- 
treivable  fubjugation.     In   truth   w^e   are 

NOT  LESS  INDEBTED  TO  THE  MATTOCK  AT 
ONE  PERIOD,  THAN  TO  THE  MUSQUET  AT 
ANOTHER,    FOR    OUR  POLITICAL   SALVATION. 

It  required  great  talents  to  determine  when 
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one  or  the  other  was  laoii  profitably  to  be 
employed.  I  am  aware  how  fafhionabie  it 
has  become  to  compare  the  American  Comr 
mander  in  Chief,  for  the  prudence  difpiayed 
in  thofe  dilatory  and  defenfive  operations,  fo 
happily  profecuted  in  the  early  ftages  of  the 
war,  to  the  iliuftrious  Roman,,  who  acquired 
immortality  in  reftoring  the  Commonwealth, 
Ify  delay.  Advantageous  and-  flattering  as 
the  comparifon  at  firft  appears,.,  it  will 
be  found  on  examination  to  (tint  the 
American  to  the  fmalier  moiety  of  his  merited 
fame.  Did  he  not  in  fcenes  of  almoft  un- 
parallelled  adivity  difcover  fpecimens  of 
tranfcendent  abilities,  and  might  it  not  be 
proved  to  profciTional  men,  that  boldnefs 
in  council,  and  rapidity  in  execution  were,, 
at  lead,  equally  with  prudent  procraftination, 
and  the  quality  of  not  being  compelled  to 
aiTtion,  attributes  of  his  military  genius  ? 
This,  however,,  was  an  occafion,  apparent  as 
pieGlng,  for  attaining  his  object  by  delay. 
From  that  he  had  every  thing  to  gain,  nothing 
to  iofe.  Yet  there  were  not  wanting  Politi- 
cians, AT  THIS  VERY  TIME,  who  queruloufly 
blamed  thefe  Fabian  meafures  and  loudly 
clamoured,  that  the  immenfe  labour  and  ex- 
perice  beftowed  ca  the  fortification  of  New- 
York  had  been  thrown  away;  tliat,  if  we 
could  not  face  the  enemy  there,  after  fo  many 
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preparations,  we  might  as  well  relinqiiifh  the 
Cornell:  at  once,  for  we  rouki  nowhere  make 
a  (land  ;  an  J  tha*-,  iT  General  Walhingcon, 
with  an  anny  offixty  ihoulcind  men,  (Irongly 
entrenchecij  declined  fii;:hr!ng  with  Sir  William 
Howe,  v.\v)  ho'd  liule  mote  than  one  third 
of  that  n:.i:njcr,  it  was  not  to  be  ex,  e6ted  he 
would  find  a.iy  other  occafion  that  might  in- 
duce hi.n  loen'^age. — But  Gf^nerai  Wafhing- 
ton,  content  to  fuffer  a  lem  orary  facnfice 
(!)f  perfonal  repuration  for  the  fake  of  fecuring 
a  permanent  advantage  to  his  country,  and 
regarilefs  of  rhofe'  idle  clamours  for  which 
he  had  furniihed  materials  by  making  his 
countrymen,  m  or^ier  the  more  efFecStually  to 
make  his  enemy,  believe  his  force  much  greater 
than  it  adually  was  ;  inflexibly  purfued  his 
fyftem  and  glorioully  demonftrate'd  how  poor 
and  pitiful  in  rhe  eftimation  of  agTvEatmind 
are  the  cenforious  rrri6i:ures  of  thofe  Novices 
in  war  and  polirics,  who,  v/ith  equal  ralhnefs 
and  impudence,prefume  to  decide  doc^mcitical- 
iy  on  the  iTierit  of  plans  rhey  could  neither 
originate  or  comprehend  1 — 

That  night  our  foldiersexcefTively  fatigued 

by  the  fukry   marchof  the  day,  their  cloaths 

wet  by  a  fevere  fliowcr  of  rain  that  fucceeded 

towards  the   evening,  their  blood  chilled   by 

'  the  cold  wind  that  produced  a  fudden  change 


in  the  temperature  of  the  air,  and  their  hearts 
funk  within  them   by  the    lofs   of  baggage, 
artillerv,   and  works  in  which  they  had  been 
taught   to   put  great    confidence,    lay   upon 
their  arms,   covered  only  by  the  clouds'of  an 
iincomfoi  table  il'..y.      To    retrieve    our  dif- 
orded   affairs  and  prevent   the  enemy  from 
proficing  by  them,   no  exertion  was  relaxeCj 
no  vigilance  remitted  on  thepartof  our  high- 
er ofncers.     The  Regiments  which  had  been 
katlexpoitd  to  fatigue  that  day,    furnifhecl 
theneceilary  piquets  to  fecure  the  army  fron 
furprize.     ThofejVvhofe  military   lives  ha„. 
been  fhort  and  unpra^liced,  felt  enough   be- 
fides  laiTitude  of  body  to  difquiet   the    tran 
qiiillity  of  their  rcpofe.     Nor  h^ad  thofe-,  wlvj 
were  older  in  fervice  and  of  more  experience, 
any  fubjeft- for   coafolation.     The    warmtii 
of  enthufiafm   feemed   to    be   cxtinguillied. 
The  force  of  difcipline  had  not  fufficientiy 
occupied  its  place  to  give  m.en  a  dependence 
upon  each  other.     We  were- apparently  about 
to  reap  the  bitter  fruits  of  that  jealous  policy,, 
which  fome  leading  men  (with   the  bell  ino- 
tive.O  had  fown  in  our  foederal  councils,  when 
tl'K^y   caufedthe   m.ode   to  be   adopted,   fc, 
carrying  on  the  war  by  detachments  of  miiliria  5 
from    apprehenfion  that  an  eftablilned  Con- 
tinental army>  after   defending   the   country 
againft  foreign  in vafion,^m.ight   fubverc.iis' 
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liberties  themfelves.     Paradoxical  as   it  will 
appear,  it  may  be  profitable  to  be  known  to 
pofierity,  that,  while  our  very  exiftence  as  an 
independent    people   was   in    queftion,     the 
patriotic  jealoufy   for  the  fafety  of  our  future 
freedcm  had  been  carried  to  fuch  a  virtuous, 
but  dangerous  excefs,  as    well    nigh  to  pre- 
clude the  attainment  of  our  Independence. 
Happily  that  limited  and   hazardous    fyftem 
foon  gave  room  to  one  more  enlightened  and 
faiutary.     This  may  be  attributed  to  the  rei- 
terated arguments,  the  open    remonftrances 
and  the  confidential  communications  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief :  v*^ho,  though  not  apt 
to  defpair  of  the  Republic,  on  this  occanon, 
cxprefTed  himfelf  in  terms  of  unufual  defpbn- 
dency.     He  declared  in  his  letters    that  he 
found,  to  his  utter  afloniiliment  and   mortifi- 
cation, that  no  reliance  could  loe  placed  on  a 
great  proportion  of  his  prefent   troops,  and 
that,  unlefs  efficient  meafures  for  ellabiifi:jing 
a  permanent  force  fliould  befpeedily  purfued, 
we  had  evtjy  reaion  to  fear  the  final  ruin   of 
our  caufe. 

Next  morning  feveral  parties  of  the  ene- 
my appeaed  upon  the  plains  in  our  front. 
On  receivinor  this  intelligence,  General  Wafli- 
ingtc  n  rode  quiJ<:!y  to  ihe  out  pcfts,  for  the 
pur^^^fe  of  preparing  againit  an  atr;;ch,  if  the 
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enemy   (hould     advance    with   that  defigo. 
Lieutenaac  Colonel   Knowkon's  Rangers   (a 
tine  feledion  from  the  eaftci  n   Regiments), 
who  had  been  fldrmiPxiing  with  an  advanced 
party,  came  in  and  informed  the  General  that 
a  body  of  Britifh  were  under  cover  of  a  fmall 
eminence  at  no  connderable   dlftance.       His 
Excellency,   willing    to  raife  our  men  from 
their  dejed:ion  by  the  fplender  of  fome  little 
fuccefs,  ordered  Lieutenant  Colonel  Know!- 
ton  with  his  Rangers,  and  Major  Leitch  with 
three  Companies  of  Weedon's  Regiment   of 
Virginians  to  gain  their  rear  ;    while  appear- 
ances fhould  be  made  of  an  attack  in  front. 
As  foon  as  the  enemy   faw  the  party  fent  to 
decoy  them,  they  ran  precipitately  down  the 
hill,  took  pofTeOlon  of  fome  fences  and  bufh- 
es,  and  commenced  a  brifk.firingat  long  Qiot. 
Unfortunately   Knowiton   and  Leitch  made 
their  onfet  rather  in  flank  than  in  rear.     The 
enemy  changed  their  front  and  the  Ikirmiih, 
at  once  became    clofe    and    warm.      Major 
*Leitch  havincr  received  three  balls   throuo^h 
his  fide  was  foon  borne  from   the   field,   and 
Colonel  Knowiton   (who   had   diftinguifhed 
himJelf  fo  gallantly  at  the  battle  of  Budker- 
Hill)  was  mortally  v/Qunded  immediately  af- 


*  Major  Leitch;  after  lunguifhing  fome  days,  died  of 
a  locked  jaw. 
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ter.     Their  men,    howev^er,     undaunted   hf 
thefe  difafters,  fiimulated  with  the:  third  of  re- 
venge for  the  iofs  of  their  leaders,    and  con- 
fcious  of  a6ling  under  the  eye  of  the  Coin- 
mander  in  Chief;^  maintained  the  contiidl  with 
uncom.mon  fpiric  and  perfeverance.     But  the 
General,  feeing  them  in  need  of  fupport,   ad- 
vanced part  of  the  Maryland   Regim.ents  of 
Griffith  and  Richardfon,    together  with  fome 
detachments    from   fuch   eailern    Corps,,    as 
chanced  to  be  mod  contiguous  to  the  place  of 
ailion.     Our  troops  this  day,  without  excep- 
tion, behaved  with  the  greateit  intrepidity.,  So^ 
bravely  did  they  repuife  the  Britiih,  that  Sir- 
William  Howe  moved  his  Rejerve  with  two  • 
field  piecesj^   a  battalion  of  Heffian    Grena- 
diers and  a  company  of  ChafTeurs  to  fuccour 
his  retreating  troops.     General  Waflungton^ , 
not  willing  to  draw  on  a  general  adlion,   de- 
clined preilingthe  purfuit.      In  this  engage- 
ment were  the  fecond  and  third  Battalions  of 
Light  Infantry,  the  forty -fecond  Britifh   Re- 
giment and  the  German  Challeurs,  of  whom 
eight  officers  and  upward  of  feventy  privates 
were  wounded,  and  cur  people  buried  nearly 
twenty  whovvere  left  dead  on  the  field.       We 
had  about  forty  wounded  :  cur  Iofs  in  killed^ 
except  of  two  valuable  OfEcers^  was  very  in- 
confiderable.. 
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An  *  advantage,  Co  trivial  In  itfelf,  pro- 
duced, in  event,  aiurprifing  and  al mod  in- 
credible effed  Dpon  the  whole  army.  A- 
mong  the  troops  not  engaged,  who  during  the 
a6lion  were  throwing  earth  from  the  new 
trenches,  with  an  alacrity  that  indicated  a  de- 
termination to  defend  them,  every  vifagewas 
feen  to  brighten,  and  to  aflume,  inftead  of  the 
gloom  of  defpair,    the  glow   of  animation. 

*  A  tranfcript  from  General  Wafhington's  Public 
Orders  of  the  (eventeenth,  will,  better  than  any  other 
document  that  could  be  adduced,  (hew  his  fentiment  ca 
the  cpndud  of"  the  two  preceding  days  and  how  fervent- 
ly he  willied  to  foder  the  good  diipofitions  difcovered  on 
the  iait. 

"ORDER  S. 
**  Head  Quarters,  Harlem  Heights,  Sept.  17,  1776. 
"  Parole  Leitch.  Counteriign  Virginia. 

**  The  General  moft  heartily  thanks  the  troops  com- 
jnandcd  yefterday  by  Major  Leitch,  who  firit  advanced 
upon  the  enemy,  and  the  others  who  fo  refolutely  I'up- 
ported  them.  The  behaviour  yelterday  was  fuch  a  con- 
traft  to  that  of  feme  of  the  troops  the  day  before,  as 
mud  Ihew  what  may  be  done  where  Officers  and  Soldiers 
will  exert  themielves.  Once  more,  therefore,  the 
General  calls  upon  Officers  and  Men,  to  a6l  up  to  ths 
noble  caufe  in  which  they  are  engaged,  and  to  fupport 
the  honor  and  lioerties  of  their  Country." 

**  The  gallant  and  brave  Colonel  Knowhon,  who 
would  have  been  an  honor  to  any  Country,  having  fallen 
yelterday  while  glorioufly  fighting  ;  Captain  Brown  is  to 
take  the  Command  of  the  party  lately  led  by  Colonel 
Knowhon.  Officers  and  men  are  to  obey  him  accord- 
ingly.'' 
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This  change,  no  lefs  fudden  than  happy,  lefc 
Jittle  room  to  doubt  that  the  men,  who  ran 
the  day  before  at  the  fight  of  an  enemy,  would 
now  (to  wipe  away  the  (tain  of  that  difgrace 
and  to  recover  the  confidence  of  their  Gener- 
al) have  condu6i:ed  themfelves  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent manner.  Some  alteration  was  made  in 
the  diftribucion  of  Corps  to  prevent  the  Bri- 
tifh  from  graining  either  flank  in  the  fucceed- 
ing  night/  General  Putnam,  who  command- 
ed on  the  right,  was  directed  in  orders,  in  cafe 
the  enemy  Ihould  attempt  to  force  the  pafs, 
to  pply  for  a  reinforcement  to  General  Spen- 
cer, who  commanded  on  the  left. 

General  Putnam,  who  was  too  good  a 
hufbandman  himfelf  not  to  have  a  refpedt  for 
the  labors  and  improvements  of  others,  ftre- 
nuouOv  feconded  the  views  of  the  Comimind- 
er  in  Chief  in  preventing  the  devaftaticn  of 
Farms  and  the  violation  of  private  property. 
For  uncer  pretext  that  the  property  in  this 
quarter  belonged  to  friends  to  the  Britifn  go- 
vernment (as  indeed  it  moRly  did)  a  fpirit  of 
rapine  and  licentioufnefs  began  to  prevail, 
which,  unlefs  reprefled  in  the  beginning,  fere- 
boded,  befides  thefubverfion  of  difciplinc,ths 
difgrace  and  defeat  of  our  arms. 

Our  nev/  defences  now  becoming  fo  ftrong^^ 
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a«;  not  to  admit  infult  with  impunity^  an3  Sit 
William  Howe,  not  choofing  to  place  too 
much  at  rifque  in  attacking  us  in  front,  oa 
the  1 2th  day  ofOdober,  leavino^Lord  Piercy 
with  one  Heflian  and  two  Britifli  Brigades  in 
his  lines  atHarlem  to  cover  New- York,  em- 
barked with  the  main  body  of  his  army  with 
an  intention  of  landing  at  Frog's  Neck^  fituated 
near  the  town  of  Weft  Chefter  and  little  more 
than  a  league  above  the  cominunication  cal- 
led King's  bridge,  whi<:hconneds  New- York 
IHand  with  the  main.  There  was  nothing  to 
oppofe  him  ^  and  he  effected  his  debarkation 
by  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  fame 
policy  of  keeping  our  army  as  compad  as 
poifiblej  the  fame  fyftem  of  avoiding  being 
forced  to  adion  ;  and  the  fame  precaution  to 
prsvent  the  interruption  of  fupplies,  rein- 
forcements or  retreat,  that  lately  dilated  the 
evacuation  of  New- York,  now  induced  Gen- 
eral Wafhington  to  m,ove  towards  the  ftrong 
grounds  in  the  upper  part  of  Weft  Chefter 
County. 
« 

About  the  fame  time.  General  Putnam 
was  fent  to  the  weftern  fide  of  the  Hudfon  to 
provide  againft  an  irruption  into  the  Jerfeys, 
and  foon  after  to  Philadelphia  to  put  that 
town  into  a  pofture  of  defence.  Thither  I 
attend  him,  without  ftopping  to  dilate  on  the 
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fubfcquent  incidents  that  might  fwellafolio, 
though  here  compreiled  to  afingle  paragraph: 
without  attempting  to  give  in  detail  the  ils:ill- 
ful  retrograde  movements  of  our  Command- 
er in    Chief,  who,  after  detaching  a  Garrilbn 
for  Fort  Waihington,  by  preoccupying  with 
extemporaneousledoubts  and  entrenchments 
the  ridges  from  Mile-Square  to  F/hite  Plains, 
and  by^foldingone  Brigade  behind  another  in 
rear  of  thofe  ridges  that  run  parallel  v/iih  the 
Soundy  brought  off  all  his  Artillery,  Stores  and 
Sick,  in  the  face  of  a  fuperior  foe  :    without 
>  commenting  on  the  partial  and  equivocal  bat- 
tle fought  near  the  lad  mentioned  village,  or 
the  caufewhy  the  Britifh,  then   in   full  force 
(for  the  laft  of  the  Heffian  Infantry   and  Bri- 
tifh  Light-Horfe  had  j lift  arrived)    did   not 
more  feriouQy  endeavor  to  induce  a  general 
engagement :  without  journalizing  their  mi- 
litary^ manoeuvres  in  falling  back  to   Kingf- 
bridge,    capturing  Fort   Wafliington,    Fort 
Lee,  and  marching  through  the  Jerfeys  ;  with- 
out enumerating  the  inftances  of  rapine,  mur- 
der, lull  and  devaftation,    that  marked  their 
progrefs,  and  filled  our   bofoms  with  horror 
and^'indignation  :  without   defcribing  howa 
divifion  of  our  difTolving  army,  with  General 
Waihington,  was  driven  before  them  beyond 
the  Delaware:    without   painting  the  naked 
and  forlorn  condition  of  thefe  much  enduring 
men,  amidft  the  rigors  of  an  inclement  feafon: 
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and  without  even  flcetching  the  conftcrna- 
tion  thatfeized  the  States,  at  this  perilous  pe- 
riod, when  General  Lee  (in  leading  from  the 
North  a  iiTiall  reinforcement  to  our  troops) 
was  himfelf  taken  prifoner  by  furprize  ;  when 
every  thing  feemed  decidedly  declining  to  the 
lalu  extremiry,  and  when  every  profpedl  but 
ferved  to  augment  the  depreffion  of  defpair — 
until  the  genius  of  one  man,  in  one  day,  at  a 
fingle  (Iroke,  wrefled  from  the  veteran  Bat- 
talions of  Britain  and  Germany  the  fruits  ac- 
quired by  the  total  operations  of  a  luccefsful 
campaign,  and  reanimated  the  expiring  hope 
of  a  whole  nation,  by  the  glorious  enterprize 
at  Trenton. 

While  the  hoftile  forces,  rafhly  inflated 
with  pride  by  a  feries  of  uninterrupted  fuc- 
cCiTes,  and  fondly  dreaming  that  a  period 
would  foon  be  put  to  their  labors  by  the  comi- 
pletion  of  ^heir  conquefts,  had  been  purfuing 
the  wretched  remnants  of  a  dlfbanded  army 
to  the  banks  of  the  Delaware  :  General  Put- 
nam was  diligently  employed  in  fortifying 
Philadelphia,  the  capture  of  which  appeared 
indubitably  to  be  their  principal  objecl. 
Here,  by  authority  and  example,  he  drove  to 
conciliate  contending  faftions,  and  to  excite 
the  citizens  to  uncommon  efforts  in  defence  o€ 
every  thing  interefting  to  Freem.en.  His 
N 
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perfonal  induftry  was  unparallelled.  His 
^Orders  with  refped  to  extingiiifhing  acci- 
*denral  fiirs,  aJvancing  the  public  works,  as 
well  as  in  regard  to  other  important  obje6ls 
Were  perfedly  military  and  proper.  But  his 
iiealth  was^  for  a  while,  impaired  by  his  un- 
orelaxed  exertions. 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  having  in  fpite 
t)f  all  obflacles  made  good  his  retreat  over  the 
Delaware,  wrote  to  General  Putnam  (from 
his  Camp  above  the  Fails  of  Trenton,  on  the 
wery  day  he  recroiTed  the  river  to  furprife  the 

*  As  a  fpecimen  the  following  is  preferved : 

'^  GENERAL  ORDERS. 
^'  Head  Quarters,  Philadelphia, Dec.  14,  I77t5". 

*'  Colonel  Griffin  is  appointed  Adjutant  General  t© 
^he  troops  in  and  about  this  city.  All  Orders  from  the 
General,  through  him,  either  written  or  verbal,  are  to 
be  ftriclly  attended  t©  and  pundually  obeyed. 

**  In  cafe  of  an  alarm  of  fire>  the  city  guards  and  pa- 
troles  are  to  fuiFer  the  inhabitants  to  pais  unmolefted  at 
any  hour  of  the  night  j  and  the  good  people  of  Philadel- 
phia are  earneftly  requefted  and  defired  to  give  every  af- 
iiftance  in  their  power,  with  engines  and  buckets,  to  ex- 
tinguifhthe  fire.  And,  as  the  Congrefs  have  ordered 
the  City  to  be  defended  to  the  lall  extremity,  the  Gen- 
eral hopes  that  no  perfon  will  refule  to  give  every  af- 
lillance  poifible  to  complete  the  Fortifications  that  are  to 
k€  eredled  in  and  about  the  City. 

Israel  Putmam.'* 
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HefTians)  expreffing  his  fatisfaftion  at  tlie  r€- 
cftablifhment  of  that  General's  health,  and  in- 
fornriing  that,  if  he  had  not  himfeif  been,  well 
convinced  before  of  the  enemy's  intention  to 
pofTefs  themfelves  of  Philadelphia,  as  foon  as 
the  froft  Ihould  form  ice  ftrong  enough  to 
tranl]:)ort  them  and   their  artillery  acrofs  the 
Del.  ware,he  had  now  obtained  an  intercepted 
letter   which     placed    the  matter   beyond   a 
doubt.     He  aaded  that,   if  the   citizens  of 
Philadelphia  had  any  regard  for  the  town,  not 
a  moment's  time  was  to  be  loft  until  it  Ihould 
be  put  in  the  bed  polTible  pofture  of  defence: 
but,  leaft  that  fliould  not  be  done,  he  directed 
the  removal  of  all  public  Stores,  except  pro- 
vifions  neceifary  for  immediate  ufe,    to  places 
of  greater  fecurity.     He  queried  whether,    if 
a  party  of  Militia  could  be  fent   from  Phila- 
delphia  to  fupport  thofe  in  the  Jerfeys  about 
Mount  Holly,  it  would  not  ferve  to  fave  them 
from  fubmiflion  ?  At  the  fame  time,   he   fig- 
nified  (as  his  opinion)  the  expediency  offend- 
ing an  adive  and  influential  Officer  to  infpi- 
rit  the  people,  to  encourage  them,  to  affemblc 
in  arms,  as  well  as  to  keep  thofe  already  ,iii 
arms  from    difbanding ;    and    concluded    bv 
manifelting  a  .wiili    that  Colonel    Forma, 
whom  be  defired  ro  fee  for  this  purpx)fej  rnigh 
be  employed  on- the  fervice,. 
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The  enemy  had  vainly  as  incauticnfly  im- 
agined that  to  overrun  was  to  conquer.  They 
had  even  carried  their  prefumption  on  our 
extreme  Vv^eaknefs  and  expe6ted  fubmiiT)on, 
fo  far  as  to  attempt  covering  the  country, 
through  which  they  had  marched,  with  an  ex- 
tenfive  chain  of  Cantonments.  That  link, 
^hich  the  poll:  at  Trenton  fupplied,  conrilledof 
a  Hedian  Brigade  of  Infantry,  a  Company  of 
ChafTeurs,  a  Squadron  of  Light  Dragoons 
and  fix  Field  Pieces.  At  eight  o'clock  in 
the  morning  of  the  twenty-fixth  of  Decem- 
ber, General  Wafhington,  with  twenty-four 
hundred  men,  came  upon  them  (after  they 
had  paraded)  took  one  thoufand  prifonG9*s, 
and  repaiTed  the  fame  day  v/ithout  lofs  to  his 
encampmient.  As  foon  as  the  troops  were 
recovered  from  their  exceilive  fatigue.  Gener- 
al Wafliington  recroffed  a  fecond  time  to 
Trenton.  On  the  fecond  of  January,  Lord 
Cornwallis  with  the  bulk  of  the  Briiifn  army 
advanced  upon  him,  cannonaded  his  pod,  and 
offered  him  battle  :  but,  the  two  armies  being 
feparated  by  the  interpofition  of  Trenton 
Creek,  General  Wafliington  had  it  in  his  op- 
tion to  decline  an  engagemient;  which  he  did 
for  the  fake  of  flriking  the  maderly  flroke  ' 
that  he  then  meditated.  Having  kindled 
frequent  fires  around  his  camp,  pofted  faithful, 
men  to  keep  them  burning,   and  advanced. 
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centinels  whofe  fidelity  might  be  relied  up- 
on, he  decamped  filently  after  dark^  and,  by 
a  circuitous  route,  reached  Princeton  at  9  o' 
clock  the  next  morning.  The  noife  of  the 
firing,  by  which  he  killed  and  captured  be- 
tween five  and  fix  hundred  of  the  Britifh  Bri- 
gade in  that  town,  was  the  firft  notice  Lord 
Cornwallis  had  of  this  R'olen  march.  Gene- 
ral Wafhington,  the  proje6t  fuccefsfully  ac- 
complilhed,  inftantly  filed  off  for  the  moun- 
tainous grounds  of  Morris  Town.  Mean 
while  His  Lordfhin^  who  arrived  by  a  forced 
march  at.  Princeton,  juft  as  he  had  left  it, 
findino;  the  Americans  could  not  be  overta- 
ken,  proceeded  without  halting  to  Brunfv/ick> 

On  the  fifth  of  January  1777,  from  Plucks 
cmin,  General  Walliington  diipatched  an  ac- 
count of  this  fecond  fuccefs  to  General  Put- 
nam and  ordered  him  to  move  immediately 
with  all  his  troops  to  CroiTwix^,  for  the  pur- 
p  )reof  co-operaiingin  recovering  the  Jerfeys  *, 
an  event  which  the  prefent  fortunate  junc- 
ture (while  the  enemy  were  yet  panic-ltruck) 
appeared  to  promife.  The  General  caution- 
ed him,  however,  if  the  enemy  Ihould  ilill 
continue  at  Brunfwick,  to  o-uard  with  (zicdt 
circumfpedion  againda  furpnfe  :  efpecialiy, 
as  tfiey,  having  recently  fufFered  by  two  at- 
tacks, could  fcarcely  avoid  being  edged  with 
N  2 
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refentment  to  attempt  retaliation.  His  Ex- 
cellency farther  advifed. him  to  give  out  his 
lirength  to  be  twice  as  great  as  it  was ;  to  for- 
ward on  all  the  baggage  and  fcattering  men 
belonging  to  the  Divifion  deftined  for  Morris 
Town;  to  employ  as  many  fpies  as  hefhouid 
think  proper  ;  to  keep  a  number  of  horfemen, 
in  the  drefs  of  the  country,  going  conltantiy 
backwards  and  forwards  on  the  fame  fecrec 
fervice  -,  and  laftly,  if  ht  ihould  difcover  any 
intention  or  motion  of  the  enemy  that  could 
be  depended  upon  and  might  be  of  confe- 
qucnce,  not  to  fail  in  conveying  the  intelli- 
gence as  rapidly  as  poiTible  by  exprefs  to 
Head  Quarters.  Major  General  Putnam 
was  directed  foon  after  to  take  pod  at  Prince- 
ton 5  where  he  continued  until  the  fpring. 
He  had  never  with  him  more  than  a  few 
hundred  troops,  though  he  was  only  at  fif- 
teen miles  diftance  from  the  enemy*s  (Irong 
garrifon  of  Brunfwick.  At  one  period  from  a 
fudden  diminution,  occafioned  by  the  tardi- 
refsofthe  militia,  turning  out  to  replace  thofe 
whofe  time  of  fervice  v/as  expired,  he  had 
fewer  men  for  duty  than  he  had  miles  of  fron- 
tier to  guard.  Nor  was  the  Commander  in 
Chief  in  a  more  eligible  fituacion.  It  is  true, 
that,  while  he  had  fcarcely  the  femblance  of 
an  army,  under  the  fpecious  parade  of  a  park 
of  artillery   and  the  impofmg  appearance  of 
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his  Head  Quarters,  edablldied  at  Morris 
Town,  he  kept  up  in  the  eyes  of  his  country- 
men as  well  as  in  the  opinion  of  his  enemy,  the 
appearance  of  no  contemptible  force.  Fu- 
ture generations  will  find  difficulty  in  conceiv- 
ing how  a  handful  of  new-levied  Men  and 
Militia,  who  were  neceffitated  to  be  inocula- 
ted for  the  Small-Pox  in  the  courfe  of  the 
winter,  could  be  fubdivided  and  pofted  fo 
advantageouily,  as,  effeclually  to  prcted  the 
inhabitants,  conhne  the  enemy,  curtail  their 
forage,  and  beat  up  their  quarters,  without 
fuftaining  a  fingle  difader. 

In  the  battle  ofPrinceton  Capt.McPherfon^ 
of  the  17th  Britifh  Regiment,  a  very  worthy 
'Scotchman,  was  defperately  wounded  in  the 
lungs  and  left  with  the  dead.  Upon  General 
Putnam's  arrival  ther?*,  he  found  him  Janguifh- 
ing  in  extreme  diftrefs,  without  a  iurgeon, 
without  a  fingle  accommodation,  and  with- 
out a  friend  to  folace  the  finking  fpirit  in  die 
gloomy  hour  of  death.  He  vifited  and  im- 
mediately caufcd  every  pofTible  comfort  to  be 
adminiltered  to  him.  Captain  McPherfon, 
who  contrary  to  all  appearances  recovered, 
after  having  demon urated  to  General  Putnam 
the  dignified  fenfe  of  obligatioo.s  which  a  gen- 
erous mind  wifhes  not  to  conceal,  one  day  in 
familiar  converfation  demanded — "  ptay,  Sir, 
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^*  what  countryman  are  you  ?" — *'  An  Amc- 
"  ncan/'anlweredthe  latter. — **  NotaYan- 
'^  kee?"— faid  the  other.  "  A  full-blood- 
**  edone,"  replied  the  General.  ''  By  G — d^ 
"  I  am  forry  for  that,"  rejoined  McPherlon, 
"  I  did  not  think  there  couldbefo  much  good- 
"  nefs  and  generofity  in  an  Am.erican,  or,  in- 
"  deed  in  any  body  but  a  Scotchman." 

While  the  recovery  of  Captain  McPher- 
fon  was  doubtful,  he  defired  that  General '. 
Putnam  would  permit  a  friend  in  the  Britilh^: 
army  at  Brunfwick  to  come  and  affiil  him  in 
making  his  Will.  General  Putnam,  who  ' 
had  then  only  fifcy  men  in  his  whole  com- 
mand, was  fadly  embarralTed  by  the  propofi- 
tion.  On  the  one  hand,  he  was  not  content 
that  a  Bricifh  Officer  Hiouid  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  fpy  out  the  weaknefs  of  his  poft — on 
the  other,  it  was  fcarceiy  in  his  nature  to  re- 
fufe  complying  with  a  didlate  of  humanity. 
He  luckily  bethought  himfelf  of  an  expedi- 
ent, which  he  haflened  to  put  in  pradice. 
A  Flag  of  Truce  was  difpatched  with  Captain 
McPherfon's  requeft,  but  under  an  injunc- 
tion not  to  return  with  his  friend  until  after 
dark.  In  the  evening  lighes  were  placed  in:  ; 
all  the  rooms  of  the  College,  and  in  every  a- 
partment  of  the  vacant  houfes  throughout  ihe 
town.     During  the   whole   night,    the  ^fifty 
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men,  fometimes  all  together  and  fomctlmes  In 
fmall  cietachment.%  were  marched  from  differ- 
ent quarters  by  the  houfein  which  NicPheri'on 
lay.  Afterwards  it  was  known jthat  the  OfHcer 
who  came  on  the  vifit  at  his  return  reported, 
that  General  Putnam's  Army  upon  the  mod 
moderate  calculation  could  not  confid  of  lefs 
than  four  or  five  thoufand  men. 

This  winter's  cam.paign  (for  our  troops 
conftantly  kept  the  field  after  regaining  a 
footing  in  the  Jerfcys)  has  never  yet  been 
faithfully  and  feelingly  defcribed.  The  fud- 
den  reiloration  of  our  caufe  from  the  very 
verge  of  ruin,  was  interwoven  with  fuch  a 
tifTue  of  infcrutable  caufes  and  extraordinary 
events,  that,  fearful  of  doing  the  fubjedl 
greater  injuftice  by  a  palTing  difquihtion 
than  a  purpofed  filence,  1  leave  it  to  the  lei- 
fure  of  abler  pens.  Tiie  ill  policy  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  doubrlefs  contributed  to  accelerate  this 
event.  For  the  manner,  impolitic  as  inhu- 
man, in  which  they  managed  their  tempora- 
ry conquefts  tended  evidently  to  alienate  the 
affedions  of  their  adherents,  to  confirm  the 
■wavering  in  an  oppofite  interefb,  to  roufe  the 
fupine  into  a6livity,  to  alTemble  the  difperfed 
to  the  Standard  of  America,  and  to  infufe  a 
fpirit  of  revolt  into  the  mJnds  of  thofe  men, 
who  had  from  necefiity   fubmitted  to  their 
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powirr.  Their  conducSt  in  warring  with  fire 
and  fword  againlt  the  imbecility  of  youth  and 
the  decrepitude  of  age  3  a-ain(l  the  Arts,  the 
Sciences,  the  curious  Inventions  and  the  ele- 
gant improvements  in  civilized  life  5  againft 
the  melancholy  Widow,  the  mifcrable  Or- 
phan, the  peaceaole  prof^flcr  of  humane  Li- 
terature, and  thefacrtc  M.niller  of  the  Gof- 
pel,  feemed  to  operaie  as  powerfully,  as  it 
purpofely  intended  to  kindle  the  dormant 
Ipark  of  refiflance  into  an  inextingii:fh;;'b]e 
flame.  If  we  add,  to  thr  black  catalogue  of 
provocations  already  eriUuiercited,  their  infati- 
able  rapa:ity  in  plundering  friends  and  foes 
indifcriminatelv  y  their  libidinous  brutality  in 
violating  the  chaflity  of  the  female  fex,,  thirir 
more  than  Gothic  rage  in  defacing  pr^/^ate; 
Writings,  public  Records,  Li  braries  of  learn- 
ing, Dv/ellmos  of  individuals.  Edifices  for 
education  and  Temple:^  of  the  Deity  j  togeth- 
er with  their  infuiterable  ferocity  (unprece- 
dented indeed  among  civilized  nations)  in. 
murdering  on  ihe  ii-- 1  i  of  battle  the  wounded 
while  begging  for  iriercy,  in  caufing  their  pri- 
foners  to  famifh  with  hunger  and  cold  in 
Prifons  i^nd  Prifon- Ships,  and  in  carrying 
their  malice  beyond  death  i;ft  If  by  denying  the; 
decent  rites  of  fepuiture  to  the  dead,-— we 
fhiiU  not  be  aftonifned  that  the  Yeom.anry  in 
0:1-  vwo  JerleySj  when  the  firft  glimmering  cf 
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hope  began  to  break  in  upon  them,  rofe  as 
one  man,  with  the  unalterable  refolution  to 
perirti  in  the  generous  caufe  or  expel  their 
mercilefs  invaders. 

The  principal  OfHceris,  llatioried  at  avari- 
dy  of  well-chofen  and  at  fome  almoft  in- 
accefTible  pofitions.  Teemed  all  to  be  arcuated 
by  the  fame  foul  and  only  to  vie  with  each 
other  in  giving  proofs  of  vigilance,  enterprize 
and  valour.  From  what  has  been  laid  ref- 
pe6lirig  the  fc an tinefs  of  our  aggregate  force, 
^it  will  be  concluded  that  the  number  of  men, 
juncler  the  orders  of  each,  was  indeed  very 
IfmalL  But  the  uncommon  alertnefs  of  the 
troops  who  were  incefTantly  hovering  round 
the  ene.my  in  fcouts,  and  the  conftant  com- 
munication, they  kept  between  the  feveral 
ftations  mod  com  iguous  to  each  other  (agreea- 
bly to  the   j-  Inftrudlions  of  the  General  in 

t  The  annexed  private  Orders  to  Lord  Stirling  will 
fliew,  in  a  laconic  and  military  manner,  the  fyilem  of 
fervice  then  purfued. 

"  To  Brigadier    General  Lord  Stirling. 
••  MyLo^d, 

*•  You  are  to  repair  to  Bafkenridge  and  take  upon 
you  the  command  of  the  troops  now  there,  and  fuch  as 
may  be  fent  to  your  care. 

^,  **  You  are  to  endeavour,  as  much  as  polTible,  to  har- 
ralsand  annoy  the  enemy  by  keeping  fcouting  parties 
conftantly  (or  as  frequently  as  poflible)  around  their 
quarters.  -i         /         r  y 
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Chief)  together  with  their  readinefs  In  giving  * 
and  conadence  of  receiving  fuch  reciprocal  ' 
aid  as  the  exigencies  might  require,  ferved  to 
fupply  the  defecl:  of  force. 

This  manner  of  doing  duty  not  only  put 
ourownpofts  beyond   the  reach   of  fudden: 
infult,  and  iurprize  ;  but  fo  exceedingly  har-v 
railed  and  intimidated  the  enemy  that  foragers' 
were  feidom  fent  out  by  them,  and  never  ex- 
cept in  very  large  parties.  General  Dickenfon, 
who  commanded  on  General  Putnam*s  left,,i 
difcovered  about  the  20th  of  January,  a  forag- 
ing  party   confiding  of  about    four  hundred 
men,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Mill-Stone, 

'«  As  you  will  be  in  tlie  neighbourhood  of  Generals 
Dickenfon  and  Warner,  I  recommend  it  to  you,  to  keep 
up  a  correfpondence  with  them,  and  endeavour  to  regu- 
late your  parties  by  theirs  ib   as  to  have  fome  conftantly 

out.  .     ,      ...  , 

*'  Ufe  every  means  in  your  power  to  obtain  intelli- 
gence from  the  enemy  ;  which  may  poffibly  be  better^ 
efFeaed  by  engaging  fome  of  thofe  people  who  have  co- 
tained  ProuSlions  to  go  in,  under  pretence  of  afking  ad- 
vice, than  by  any  other  means. 

'f  You  will  alfo  ufe  every  means  in  your  power  to  ob- 
tain and  communicate  the  earlieft  accounts  of  the  ene- 
my's movements  ;  and  to  affemble,  in  t!ie  Ipcedieft 
manner  pofiibie,  your  troops  either  for  offence  or  de- 
fence. 

Given  at  Head  Quarters 

the  fourthday  of  February  i777« 
Q1.Q,  Washington." 
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two  miles  fronn  Somerfet  coiirt-houfe.  As 
the  bridge  was  pofTeired  and  defended  by 
three  field  pieces  fo  that  it  could  not  be  pafTed  ; 
General  Dickenfon,  at  the  head  of  four  hundred 
militia,  broke  the  ice,  crofled  the  river  (where 
the  water  was  about  three  feet  deep)  refolute- 
ly  attacked  and  totally  defeated  the  foragers. 
Upon  their  abandoning  the  convoy,  a  few 
prifoners,  forty  waggons,  and  more  than  a 
hundred  draft  horfes  with  a  confiderable  booty 
of  cattle  and  ilieep  fell  into  his  hands. 

Nor  were  our  ooerations  on  General  Put- 
nam's  right  flank  lefs  fortunate.  To  give 
countenance  to  the  numerous  friends  of  the 
Britifh  Government  in  the  county  of  Mon- 
mouth, appears  to  have  been  a  principal  mo- 
tive with  Sir  William  Howe  for  ftretching 
the  chain  of  his   cantonments    (by  his  own 

*  confefTion  previoufly  to  his  difafter)    rather 

*  Extradl  of  a  letter  from  General  Sir  William  Howe, 
to  Lord  George  Germaine,  dated  New- York,  De- 
cember 20,  1776. 

Having  mentioned  the  fruitlefs  attempt  of  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  to  find  boats  at  Corryei's  ferry  to  pafs  the  Dela- 
ware— he  proceeds  thus  : 

"  The  paflage  of  the  Delaware  beinp^  thus  rendered 
imprafticable,  his  Lordfhip  took  poft  at  Pennington,  in 
which  place  and  Trenton  the  two  divifions  remained  un- 
til the  fourteenth,  when  the  weather  having  become  t09 
fcvere  to  keep  the  field,  and  the  winter  cantonments  bc- 

o 
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>too  far.  After  that  chain  became  broken^ 
as  I  have  already  related,  by  the  blows  at 
Trenton  and  Princeton,  he  was  obliged  to 
•collect  during  the  reft  of  the  winter  the  ufe- 
lefs  remains  in  his  barracks  at  Brunfv/ick.  In 
the  meantime  General  Putmian  was  much  more 
fuccefsful  in  his  attempt  to  proted  our  dif- 
perfed  and  difpirited  friends  in  the  fame  di- 
itri6t }  who,  environed  on  every  fide  by  enve- 
vnomed  adverfaries  remained  infeparably  ri- 
vetted  in  alfedlion  to  Am^erican  Independence. 
He  firft  detached  Colonel  Guerny  and  after- 
awards  Major*  Davis,  with    fuch  parties  of 

ing  arranged,  the  troops  marched  from  both  places  to 
their  relpedive  ftations.  The  chains  I  oivn,  is  rather  toi 
sxtciiftnje^  but  I  was  induced  to  occupy  Burlington  to  co- 
ver ihe  County  of  Monmouth,  in  which  there  are  many 
'loyal  inhabitants  ;  and  trulting  to  the  almoft  general 
rubmiflion  of  the  Country  to  the  fouthward  of  tliis  chain, 
and  to  the  ilrength  of  the  Corps  placed  in  the  advanced 
pofts,  I  conclude  the  troops  will  be  in  perfect  fecurity." 

*  As  there  happened  to  be  in  my  pofTeffion  a  copy  of 
one  of  his  letters  to  thole  OfHcers,  it  was  thought  worthy 
ofinfcrtion  here,  in  order  to  demonllrate  his  fatisfailion 
with  their  condufl : 

f  ^  To  Major  John  Davis,  of  the  third  Battalion  of  Cum- 
berland County  Militia. 
"Sir, 
*'  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  aftivity,  vigor 
#nd  diligence  fmee  you  have  been  under  my   command  : 
you  will,  therefore,  march  your  men  to  Philadelphia  and 
there  difcharge  them ;  returning   into  the  ftore  all  the 
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militia  as  could  be  fpared,  for  their  fnpporr. 
Several  llvirmifhes  enfued  in  which  our  peo- 
ple had  always  the  advantage.  They,  took,  dt 
different  times,  many  priibners,  horfes  and 
waggons  from  foraging  parties.  In  efieCL  ib- 
well  did  thev  cover  the  country  as  to  induce 
fome  of  the  mod  refpedable  inhabitants  to 
declare,  that  the  fecurity  of  the  perfons,  as 
well  as  the  fadvation  of  the  property  of  many 
friends  to  freedom,  was  owing  to  the  fpirited 
exertions  of  thefe  two  detachments  :  who  at 
the  fame  time  that  they  refcued  the  county 
from  the  tyranny  of  Tories,  afforded  an  op- 
portunity for  the  militia  to  recover  from  their 
confternation,  to  embody  themfelves  in  war- 
like array  and  to  ftand  on  their  defence. 

During  this  period  General  Putnam  .hav- 
ing received  unqueftionable  intelligence,  that 
a  party  of  Refugees  in  Briciflipav  had  taken 
pod  and  were  ere6ling  a  kind  of  Redoubt  at 
I^awrence's  Neck,  fent  Colonel  Nelfonv/ith 
one  hundred  and  fifty  militia  to  furprize  them. 
That  officer  conducted  with  fo  much  fecrecy 
and  decifion  as  to  take  the  whole  prifoners, 

ammunition,  arms  and  accoutrements,  you  received  at 
that  place. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  humble  Servant 

iiviAEL  Putnam, 
Princeton  Ffhuary  Kih,  1777. 
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Thefe  *  Refugees  commanded  6y  Major 
Stockton,  belonging  to  Skinner's  Brigade 
and  amounted  to  lixty  in  number. 

A  SHORT  time  after  thisevenr.  Lord  Corn- 
wallls  fent  out  anoiher  foraging  party  towards 
Bound-Brook.  General  Putnam.,  having 
received  notice  from  his  emilTciries,  detached 
Major  Smith  with  a  few  Riflemen  to  annoy 
theparty  and  followed  himfelfwith  the  reft  of 
iiis  force.  Before  he  could  come  up,  Major 
Smith,  who  had  formed  an  ambulh,  attacked 
the  enemy,  killed  feveral  horfes,  took  a  few 
prifonersand  fixteen  baggage- waggons,  with- 
out  fuftaining  any  injury.  By  fuch  opera- 
tions, our  hero,  in  the  cocrfe  of  the  winter, 
captured  nearly  a  thcufand  prifoners. 

In  the  latter   part  of  February   General 
Walliington  advifed  General  Putnam,  that,  in 

*  Extraft  ofa  Letter  from  General  Putnam  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety  of"  Fennfylvania,  dated  at  Princeton  Fe- 
bruary iSih,  1777. 

'•  Yefterday  evening  Colonel  Nelfon,  with  a  hundred 
**  and  fifty  men,  at  Laurence's  Neck,  attacked  fixty 
'^  men  of  Cortland  Skinner's  Brigade,  commanded  by 
'  *  the  enemy 's  r  e  k  ow  n  e  d  L  a  n  d  Pilot  Major  Rich- 
*'  arci  Stockic*:,  routed  them  and  took  the  whole  priibn- 
*'  ers — among  them  the  Major,  a  Captain  and  three  Su- 
**  bal terns,  with  feventy   ftaudofArms.       Fiffy   of  the 

*  •   Bedford  Pennjylvania  R'Aemsn  behaved  like  ^jeuram, '' 
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conlequence  of  a  large  aGcedion  of  ilrength 
from  New-York  to  theBritilh  army  at  Brunf- 
wickj  it  was  to  be  apprehended  they  would 
foon  make  a  forward  movement  towards  the 
Delaware  :  in  which  cafe  the  latter  was  di- 
redted  to  crofs  the  river  with  his  adual  forcC;, 
to  afTume  the  command  of  the  Militia  who 
might  aiTemble,  to  fecure  the  boats  on  the 
weft  fide  of  the  Delaware  and  to  facilitate  the 
palTage  of  the  reft  of  the  army.  But  the  ene- 
my did  not  remove  from  their  winter-quar- 
ters until  the  feafon  arrived  when  green  for- 
age could  be  fupplied.  In  thC'  intermediate 
period,  the  correfpondence  on  the  part  ofGen- 
eral  Putnam  with theCommanderinChiefcon- 
fifted  principally  of  reports  and  enquiries  con*^ 
cerning  the  treatmient  of  fome  of  the  follow- 
ing defcriptions  of  perlbns :  .  either  of  .tho;e 
who  came  within  our  lines  with  flags  and 
pretended  flags^,  or  who  had  taken  protedion 
from  the  enemy,  or  who  had  been  reputed 
difaffc6led  to  our  caufe,  or  who  were  d<:fign- 
cd  to  be  comprehended  in  the  American  Pro- 
clamation, which  required  that  thofe  who  had 
taken  protections  fhouid  give  them  to  the 
neareft  American  Officer;^  or  go  within  the 
Britifli  lines.  The  letters  of  his  Excellency 
in  return,,  generally  advifory,  were  indicative 
of  contidence  and  approbation, 

O    2 
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When  the  Spring  had  now  lb  far  advanc- 
ed that  it  was  obvious  the  enemy  would  foon 

take  the  field  ;  the  Commander  in  Chief,  af- 
ter dedring  General  Putnam  to  give  the  offi- 
cer who  was  to  relieve  him  at  Princeton  all 
the  information  nectiTary  for  the  condu6l  of 
that  poll,  appointed  that  General  to  the  com- 
mand of  a  feparate  Army  in  the  Plighlands 
of  New-York. 

It  isfcarcely  decided,  from  any  documents 
yet  publifliedj  whether  the  prepofterous  plans 
profecuted    by  th^    Britifli    Generals   in   the 
Campaign  of  1777^  were  altogether  the  refult 
of  their  Orders  from  home,   or  whether  they 
partially  originated  from  the  contingences  of 
the  moment.      The   fyftem,    which,    at    the 
time,  tended  to  puzzle  all  human  conjedlure, 
when  developed  ferved,  alfo,  to  contradict  all 
reafonable  calculation.     Certain  it   is  the  A- 
merican  Commander  in  Chief  was  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time  fo  perplexed  v/ith  contradido- 
ry  appearances,  that  he  knew  not  how  to  dif- 
tribute  his    troops,   with  his  ufual   difcern- 
ment,  fo  as  to  oppofe  the  enemy  with  equal 
profpeiSt  of  fuccels  in  different  parts.       The 
gathering    tempefis    menaced    the   northern 
Frontiers,  the  pofhs  in  the  Highlands  and  the 
City  of  Philadelphia  :  but  it  was  Hill  doubt- 
ful where  the  fury  of  the  ftorm   v.ould   fall. 
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At  one  time  Sir  William  Howe  was  forcing 
his  way  by  land  to  Philadelphia,  at  another 
relinquifhing  the  Jerfey.s,  at  a  third  facing 
round  to  make  a  fudden  inroad,  then  embark- 
ing with  all  the  forces  that  could  be  fpared 
from  New-Yorkj  and  then  putting  out  to  fea 
— at  the  very  mom.ent  when  General  Bur- 
goyne  had  reduced  Ticonderoga,  and  feem- 
ed  to  require  a  co-operation  in  another  quar- 
ter. 

On  our  fide,  we  have  feen  that  the  old 
Continental  Army  expired  with  the  year 
1776:  fuice  which,  mvention  had  been 
tortured  with  expedients  and  zeal  with  ef- 
forts to  levy  another.  For  on  the  fuccefs  of 
the  recruiting  fervice  depended  the  falvation 
of  the  country.  The  Riccefs  was  fuch  as  not 
to  pufr  us  up  to  prefumption,  or  deprefs  us 
to  defpair.  The  army  in  the  Jerfeys,  under 
the  orders  of  the  General  in  Chief,  confifted 
of  all  the  troops  raifed  fouth  of  the  Hudfon  : 
that  in  the  northern  .departmicnr,  of  the  New- 
Hampfhire  Brigade,  two  Brigades  of  MafTa- 
chufetts  and  the  Brigade  of  New- York,  to- 
gether with  fome  irregular  Corps  :  and  that 
in  the  Highlands  of  the  remaining^wo  Bri- 
gades of  Maflachufetts,  the  Conne6i:icutLine 
confiding  two  Brigades,  the  Brigade  of 
Rhode-liland  and  one  Regiment   of  New- 
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York.  Upon  hearing  of  the  lofs  of  Ticon- 
deroga  and  the  progrefs  of  the  Bricifn  tow- 
ards Albany,  General  Walliington  ordered 
the  northern  army  to  be  reinforced  with  the 
two  Brigades  of  MafTachnfetts  then  in  the 
Highlands — and,  upon  finding  the  arnny  un- 
der his  immediate  command  outnumbered  by 
that  of  Sir  William  Howej  which  had  by  the 
circuicoiis  route  of  the  Chefapeak  invaded 
Pennfylvania,  he  alfo  called  from  the  High- 
lands one  of  the  Connecticut  Brigades  and 
that  of  Rhodc-Iiland  to  his  ov/n  airiltance. 

In  the  neighborhood  of  General  Putnam 
there  was  no  enemy  capable  of  exciting  a- 
larms.  The  army  left  at  New-York  feemed 
only  defigned  for  its  defence.  In  it  were 
feveral  entire  Corps,  compofed  of  Tories  who 
had  flocked  to  the  Britifn  ftandard.  There 
v/asj  befides,  a  band  of  luiking  mifcreants^ 
not  properly  enrolled;,  who  ftaid  chiefly  at  Well 
Chefler  :  from  whence  they  infefced  the  Coun- 
try between  the  two  armies,  pillaged  the  cat- 
tle and  carried  off  the  peaceable  inhabitants. 
It  was  an  unworthy  policy  in  Britiili  Generals 
to  patronize  Banditti,  The  Whig  inhabit- 
ants on  the  ed2,e  of  our  lines  and  ftill  lower 
dov/n,  who  had  been  plundered  in  a  merci- 
lefs  manner,  delayed  not  to  fl:rip  the  Torica 
in  return.     People^   mod  nearly   connected 
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and  allied,  frequently  became  mod  exafpera- 
led  and  inveterate  in  malice.  Then  the  ties 
of  fellowlhip  were  broken — then,  friendihip 
itfelf  being  foured  to  enmity,  the  mind  readi- 
ly gave  way  to  private  revenge,  uncontroul- 
ed  retaliation  and  all  the  deforming  palTions 
that  dilgrace  humanity.  Enormities,  almoft 
without  a  name,  were  perpetrated — at  the 
defcription  of  which,  the  bofom,  not  frozen 
to  apathy,  muft  glov/  with  a  mixture  of  pity 
and  indignation.  To  prevent  the  predatory 
incurfions  from  below  and  to  cover  the  Coun- 
ty of  Weft  Chefter,  General  Putnam  detach- 
ed t'rom  his  Head-Qiiarters,  at  Peeks-KiU, 
Meigs's  Regiment,  which  in  the  courfeofthe 
Campaign  ftruck  feveral  partizan  ftrokes  and 
atchieved  the  objects  for  which  it  was  fent. 
He  likewife  took  meafures,  without  noife  or 
oftentation,  to  fecure  himfeif  from  being  fur- 
prifed  and  carried  within  the  Britidi  lines  by- 
the  Tories,  who  had  formed  a  plan  for  the 
purpofe.  The  information  of  this  intended 
enterprize,  conveyed  to  him  through  feveral 
channels,  was  corroborated  by  that  obtained 
and  tranfmitted  by  the  Commander  in  Chief, 

It  was  not  wondeiful  that  many  of  thefe 
Tories  were  able,  undifcovered,  to  penetrate 
far  into  the  country  and  even  to  go  with  let- 
ters or  melTages  from  one  Britilh  Army  to  an- 
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other»     The  inhabitants,    who  were  well  a f- 
fe6ledto  the  royal  cauiejafForded  them  every 
poflible  fupport  and  their  own  knowledge  ofi 
the  different  routes  gave  thenn  a  farther  facil 
ity  in  jDerforming  their  peregrinations.  Some-  I 
times  the  mod  a61:iveLoyali(ls  (as  the  Tories  ) 
wifhed  to  denominate  themfeives)    who  had; 
gone  into  the  Britifh  Poits  and  received  pro-f 
mifes  of  CommifTions  upon  enlifting  a  certain  i 
number  of  Soldiers,  came  back  again  fecretiy  h 
with    Recruiting   Inftruclions.       Sometimes  J 
thefe  and  others  who  came  from  the    enemyj 
within  the  verge  of  our  Caaips,  were  detedledl 
and  condemned  to  death  in  conformity  to  thel 
ufages  of  war.     But  the  BritiQi  Generals,  whoj 
had  an  unlim.ited   fupply  of  money  at  their| 
command,  were  able  to  pay  with  fo  much  li-; 
beraiicy,  that  emiiTaries  couid  always  be  found.  ] 
Still,  it  is  thought  that   the   intelligence   of 
the  American  Commanders, , was,  at  ieaft,  e- 
qually  accurate;  notwithftanding  the  pover- 
ty of  their  military  chefi:  and  the  inability    of 
rewarding  mercenary  agents,   for  fecret    fcr- 
vices,  in  proportion  to  their  rifque  and  men:. 

A  PERSON  bythe  name  of  Palm.er,  ,wha 
was  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Tory  new  Levit-:-;,, 
was  detected  in  the  Camp  at  Peeks  Kill. 
Governor  Tryon,  v/ho  commanded  the  n-  v/ 
ivevies,  reclaimed  him  as  aBrkifl^OfBcer,  re- 
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prefented  the  heinous  crime  of  condemning 
a  man  commifTioned  by  his  Majefty  and 
threatened  vengeance  in  cafe  he  fliould  be  ex- 
ecuted. General  Putnam  v/rote  the  follow* 
ing  pithy  reply. 

''    S    I    R, 

"  Nathan  Palmer,  a  Lieutenant  in 
"  your  King's  fervice,  was  taken  in  my 
"  Camip  as  z  Spy — he  was  tried  as  a  Spy — he 
"  was  condemned  as  a  Spy — and  you  may 
*'  reft  aiTured,  Sir,  he  Ihall  be  hanged  as  a 
"  Spy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Israel  Putnam." 

^^  His  Excelle'ricyy  Gcv- 
ernor  ''Try on." 

''  P.  S.     Afternoon. 
^'  He  is  hanged." 

Important  tranfactions  foon  occurred. 
Not  long  after  the  two  Brigades  had  marched 
from  Peeks  Kill  to  Pcnnfylvania,  a  reinforce- 
ment arrived  at  New-York  from  Europe.  Ap- 
pearances indicated  that  ofnrnfive  operations 
would  follow.  General  Putnam,  having 
been  reduced  in  force  to  a  fingle  Brigade  in 
the  field  and  a  fingle  Regim.eut  in    garrifon 
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at  Fort  Montgomery,  repeatedly  informed 
the  Commander  in  Chief  that  the  pofts  com- 
mitted to  his  charge  mud  in  all  probability  be 
Jort,  in  cafe  an  attempt  Ihouid  be  made  upon 
them  ;  and  that,  circumftanced  as  he  was,  he 
could  not  be  refponfible  for  the  confequen- 
ces.  His  fituation  was  certainly  to  be  lament- 
ed, but  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  to  alter  it:  except  by  au- 
thorifing  him  to  call  upon  the  Militia  for  aid 
— an  aid  always  precarious ;  and  often  fo  tar- 
dy, as  when  obtained  to  be  of  no  utility.  | 

On  the  fifth  of  Oclober,   Sir  Henry  Clin-  j 
ton  came  up  the  North  River  with  three  thou-  | 
fand  m.en.       Afcer    making    many   feints   to  I 
miflead   the  attention,    he  landed,    the   next 
miorning,  at  Stoney  Point    and    commenced  ; 
his  march  over  the  mountains  to  Fort  Mont- I 
gomery.     Governor  Clinton,  an  ad.ive,  refo-  | 
lute  and  intelligent  officer,  who  commanded 
the  Garrifon,    upon    being    apprifed    of  the 
movement,  difpatched  a  letter  by  exprefs   to. 
General  Putnam  for  fuccour.     By  the  treach- 
ery of  the  meffenger  the    letter   mifcarried. 
General  Putnam,   aftonifhed    at   hearing  no- 
thing refpedling  the  enem.v,  rode,  with   Gen- 
ral   Parfons  and  Colonel  Root  his  Adjutant 
General,  to  reconnoitre  them  at  Kings  Ferry; 
In  the  mean  time,  at  five  o'clock  in  the  after-i 
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noon,  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  columns^  having 
furmounted  the  obftacles  and  barriers  of  na- 
ture, defcended  from  the  Thunder-Hill, 
through  thickets  impafTable  but  for  lighc 
troops  and  ''^  attacked  the  different  redoubts. 

*  The  Author  of  thefe  Memous,  then  Major  of  Bri- 
gade to  the  firft  Connedicut  Brigade,  was  alone  at 
Head-Quarters  when  the  firing  began.  He  halleacd  to 
Colonel  VVyllys,  the  fenior  officer  in  camp  and  adviicd 
him  to  dilpatch  all  the  men  not  on  duty  to  Fort  Mont- 
gomery, without  waiting  for  orders.  About  five  hun- 
dred men  marched  inllantly  under  Colonel  Meigs  ;  and 
the  author,  with  Dodlor  Beardfley,  a  Surgeon  in  the  Bri- 
gade, rode  at  full  fpeed  through  a  bye-path,  to  Jet  the 
garrifon  know,  that  a  reinforcement  was  on  its  march. 
Notwithftanding  all  the  hafle  thefe  oflicers  m2^de  to  and 
over  the  river,  the  Fort  was  fo  completely  invelled,  on 
their  arrival,  that  it  was  impofiible  to  enter.  They  went 
on  board  the  new  Frigate,  which  lay  near  the  fortrefs, 
and  had  the  misfortune  to  be  idle,  though  not  uncon- 
cerned, fpectators  of  the  ilorm.  They  fa w  the  minutefl 
aftions  diHindly  when  the  works  were  carried.  The 
Frigate,  after  receiving  feveral  platoons,  flipped  her 
cable  and  proceeded  a  little  way  up  the  river:  but  the 
wind  and  tide  becoming  adverfe,  the  crew  fet  her  on 
fire,  to  prevent  her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  ; 
whofe  fhips  were  approaching. — The  louring  darknefs 
of  the  night,  the  profound  (liilnefs  tT'^t  reigned,  the  in- 
terrupted flafhesof  the  flames  that  iiiuminated  the  v/a- 
ters,  the  long  fhadows  of  the  cliffs  that  now  and  then 
werefeen,  the  exploion  of  the  oannon  which  were  left 
loaded  in  the  {hip,  and  the  reverberating  echo  which  re- 
founded,  at  intervals,  between  the  ftupendouis  m  .untains 
on  both  fides  of  the  river,  compofed  an  awful  night  piece, 
for  perfons  prepared  (by  the  preceding  fccae)  to  con- 
template fubjetts  of  horrid  i'ublimity. 
P 
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Thegarrifonj  inl'pired  by  the  condud  of  their 
leaders,  defended  the  works  with  diftinguifli- 
ed  valor.     But,  as  the  poll  had  been  defign- 
ed  principally  to  prevent  the  paffing  of  fhi.ps 
and  as  an  afTault  in  rear  had  not  been  e"Kpe61:- 
ed,  the  works  on  the  land  fide   Vv/ere  incom- 
plete and  untenable.     In  the  dufl--:  of  twilight 
the  Britifh  entered  with  their  bayonets  fixed. 
Their  lofs  was  inconfiderable.     Nor  was  that 
of  the  garrifon  great.     Governor  Clinton,  his 
brother  General  Jaines.Ciihton,  Colonel  Du- 
bois, and  moftof  the  officers  and  men  elfed:- 
ed  their  efcape  under  cover  of  the  thick  fmoke 
and  darknefs  that  fuddenly  prevailed.      The 
capture  of  this  fort    by  Sir    Kenry  Clinton, 
together  with  Ahe  confequent  removal  of  the 
chains  andbooms  that  obftrufted  the  naviga- 
tion, opened   a    paffage  to  Albany  and  feem- 
ed  to  favor  a  junftion  of  his  force  with  that 
of  General  Burgoyne.     But  the  latter  having 
been  compelled  to  capitulate  a  few  days  after 
this  event,  and  great  num.bers  of  Militia  hav- 
ing arrived  from  New-England,  the  fuccelsful 
army  returned  to  Nev/-York — yet  not  before 
a  detachment  from  it,  under  the  Orders  of 
General  Vaughan,  had  burnt  the  defencelefs 
town  of  Efopus,  and  feveral  fcattering  build- 
ings on  the  banks  of  the  river. 

Notwithstanding  the  army  in  the  High- 
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lands  had  been  fo  much  weakened  (for  the 
fake  of  (Irengthening  the  armies  in  other 
qnarters)  as  to  have  occafioned  the  lofs  of 
Fort  Montgomery,  yet  that  lofs  was  produ6^- 
ive  of  no  coniequences.  Our  main  army  :n 
Pennfyivania,  after  having  contended  wirh 
fuperior  force  in  two  indecifive  battles,  (till 
held  the  enemy  in  check.  While  the  fplendid 
fuccefs,  which  attended  our  arms  at  the 
Northward,  gave  a  more. favorable  afpecl  to 
the  American  affairs,  at  theclofeof  this  cam- 
paign, than  they  had  ever  before  alTum.ed. 

When  the  enemy  fell  back  to  New- York 
by  water,  we  follov.'cd  them  a  part  of  the  way 
by  land.  Colonel  Meigs,  with  a  detach- 
ment from  the  feveral  Regiments  in  General 
Parfons's  Brigade,  having  made  a  forced 
march  from  Crompond  to  Weft-Cheder,  fur- 
prifed  and  broke  up  for  a  time  the  band  of 
freebooters:  of  whom  he  brought  off  fifty, 
together  with  many  Cattle  and  Horfes  which 
they  had  recently  (lolen. 

Soon  after  this  enterprize.  General  Put- 
nam advanced  towards  the  Britifh  lines.  As 
he  had  received  intelligence  that  i^nall  bo- 
dies of  the  enemy  were  out  with  otders  from 
Governor  Tryon  to  burn  Wright's  Mills,  he 
prevented  it  by  detaching  three  parties  of  one 
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hundred  men  in  each.  One  of  thefe  parties 
fell  in  wJLh  and  captured  thiny-fiye  ^  and  a- 
nother  fgrty  of  the  New  Levies.  But  as  he 
could  not  prevent  a  third  hoflile  party  from 
burning  the  houfeof  Mr.  Van  TalTeJ,  a  no- 
ted Whig  and  a  Committee  man,  who  was 
forced  to  go  along  with  them,  naked  and 
barefoot,  on  the  icy  ground,  in  a  freezing 
night :  he,  for  the  profefTed  purpofe  of  retal- 
iation, fent  Captain  Buchanan,  in  a  Whale- 
boat,  to  burn  the  houfe  of  General  Oliver 
Delancey  on  York  Ifland.  Buchanan  efFedted 
his  object,  and  by  this  expedition  put  a  peri- 
od for  the  prefent  to  that  unmeaning  and  v/an- 
ton  fpecies  of  dellrudion. 

While  General  Putnam  quartered  at  New- 
Roche],  a  fcouting  party  which  had  been 
fent  to  Weft  Farms,  below  Weft-Chefter, 
furrounded  the  houfe  in  which  Colonel  James 
Delancey  iodged,  and,  notv/ithftanding  he 
crept  under  the  bed  the  better  to  be  conceal- 
ed, brought  him  to  Head- Quarters  before 
morning.  This  Officer  was  exchanged  by 
the  BriciHi  General  without  delay,  and  plac- 
ed at  the  head  of  the  Cow-Boys,  a  licentious 
Corps  of  irregulars,  who,  in  the  fequel,  com- 
mitted unheard-of  depredations  and  excefTes. 

It  was  diftreffing  to  fee  fo  beautiful  a  part 
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of  the  country  fo  barbarovifly  wafted  ;  and, 
ofren  to  witnefs  feme  peculiar  fcene  of  female 
ml'ery.  For  nnoft  of  the  female  inhabitants 
had  been  obliged  to  fly  within  the  lines  poi- 
itfii^d  by  one  army  or  the  other^  Near  our 
quarters  was  an  affecting  inftance  of  human 
viciiruude,  Mr,  William  Sutton  of  Maro- 
neckj  an  iiiofFenfive  man^  am.crchant  by  pro- 
feSon;,  who  lived  in  a  decent  fafhion  and 
whofe  family  had  as  happy  profpedls  as  almoil 
any  in  the  country,  upon  fome  imputation  of 
Toryifm  went  to  the  enemy.  His  wife,  op- 
prefied  with  grief  in  her  difagreeable  ftate  of 
derelidion,  did  not  long  furvive.  Bet  fey 
Sutton,  their  eldeft  daughter,  was  a  moded 
and  lovely  young  woman,  of  about  fifteen 
years  old,  when  at  the  death  of  her  mother, 
the  care  of  five  or  fix  younger  children  de- 
volved upon  her.  She  was  difcreet  and  pro- 
vident beyond  her  years.  But  when  we  faw 
her,  rnt  looked  to  be  feeble  in  health — biok- 
en  in  fpirit — wan,  melancholy,  and  dejedled. 
She  faid  *'  that  their  laft  cov/,  which  furnidied 
"  milk  for  the  children,  had  lately  been  tak- 
^*  en  away — that  they  had  frequently  beta 
*'  plundered  of  their  wearing  apparel. and  fur- 
"  niture,  fhe  believed,  by  both  parties — that 
^'  "hey  had  litile  more  to  lofe — and  that  fhe 
**  knew  not  wh.^re  to  procure  bread  for  the 
'^  dear  jicrle  ones,  who  had  no  father  to  pro- 
P    2 
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'^'  vide  for  them'' — no  mother — Hie  was  going 
to  have  faid — but  a  torrent  of  tears  choaked 
articuiation.  In  coming  to  that  part  of  the 
country,  again,  after  fome  campaigns  had  e- 
lapfed,  I  found  the  habitation  defolate  and 
the  garden  overgrown  with  weeds.  Upon 
enquiry  I  learnt,  that,  as  foon  as  we  left  the 
phice,  fome  ruiiians  broke  into  the  houfe, 
■while  Hie  lay  in  bed,  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
night :  and  that,  having  been  terrified  by  their 
rudenefsj  (he  ran  half-naked  into  a  neighboring 
fwamp,  where  fhe  continued  until  the  morn- 
ing— there  the  poor  girl  caught  a  violent 
cold,  which  ended  in  a  confumiption.  It  fi- 
jiilhed  a  life  without  a  fpot — and  a  career  of 
fufferings  commenced  and  continued  without 
a  fault. 

Sights  of  wretchednefs  always  touched 
with  commiferation  the  feelings  of  General 
Putnam  and  prompted  nis  generous  foul  to 
fuccour  the  afBidled.  But  the  indulgence, 
which  he  fhewed  (whenever  it  did  not  militate 
againfl:  his  duty)  tov^ards  the  deferted  and 
fufFering  families  of  the  Tories  in  the  State  of 
New- York,  was  the  caufe  of  his  becoming 
unpopular  withnoinconfiderable  clafs  of  peo- 
ple in  that  State.  On  the  other  fi.ie,  he  had 
conceived  an  unconquerable  averfion  to  ma- 
ny ofchr  perfons,  who  were  encrufted  with  the 
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difpofal  of  Tory-property^  becaufe  he  belie\r- 
ed  them  to  have  been  guilty  of  peculations 
and  other  infaaioiis  practices.  But,  although 
the  enmity  between  him  and  the  Sequeftra- 
tors  was  acrimonious  as  mutual ;  yet  he  lived 
in  habits  of  amity  with  the  moft  refpedlabie 
charaaers  in  public  departments  as  well  as  in 
private  life. 

His  chara6ter  was  alfo  rerpe6l:ed  by  the  en- 
emy. Ke  had  been  acquainted  with  many 
of  the  principal  Officers  in  a  former  war.  As 
flags  frequently  paiTed  between  the  out-pods, 
during  his  continuance  on  the  lines,  it  was  a 
common  pradtlce  to  forward  News-Papers  by 
them  J  and  as  thofs  printed  by  Rivington, 
the  Royal  Printer  in  New-York,  were  infa- 
mous for  the  falfehoods  with  which  they  a- 
bounded.  General  Putnam  once  fent  a  Pack- 
et to  his  old  friend  General  Robertfon  with 
this  Billet :  *^  Major  General  Putnam  pre- 
'^  fents  his  Compliments  to  Major  General 
"  Robertfon  and  fends  him,  fome  American 
*^  News  papers  for  his  perufal — when  Gen- 
*^  eral  Robertfon  ihall  have  done  with  them, 
*'  it  is  requefted  they  be  given  to  Rivington, 
*'  in  order  that  he  may  print  fome  truth." 

Late  in  the  year  we  left  the  lines  and  re- 
paired to  the  Highlands.     For  upon  the  lofs 
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of  fort  Montgomery,  the  Commander  in 
Cheif  dettrmined  to  build  another  fortifica- 
tion for  the  defence  of  the  river.  H-is  Ex- 
cellency, accordingly^,  wrote  to  General  Put- 
man  to  fix  upon  the  fpot.  After  reconnoi- 
tering  all  the  different  places  propofed,  and  re- 
volving in  his  own  mind  their  relative  advan- 
tages for  oflenceon  the  water  and  defence  on 
theland,  he  fixed  upon  West  Point.  It  is 
no  vulgar  praife  to  fay,  that  to  him  belongs 
the  glory  of  having  chofen  this  rock  of  our 
military  falvation.  The  poution  for  v/ater 
batteriesj  which  might  Iweep  the  channel 
v;here  the  river  formed  a  right  angle,  made 
it  the  moil  proper  of  any  for  commanding 
the  navigation  ;  while  the  rocky  ridges,  that 
rofe  in  awful  fublimity  behind  each  other, 
rendered  it  impregnable,  and  even  incapable 
of  being  invt-Pted  by  lefs  than  twenty  thou- 
fand  men.  The  Britifh,  who  confidered  this 
poft  asafort  of  American  Gibraltar,  never 
atrem>pted  it  but  by  the  treachery  of  an  A- 
merican  oflicer.  All  the  v/orld  knows  that 
this  pro]e6l  failed  and  that  Weft  Point,  con- 
tinues to  be  the  receptacle  of  every  thing  va- 
luable in  military  preparations  to  the  pre- 
fcnt  day. 

In  the  mcnth   of  January   1778,   when  a 
fnow  two  feet  d<^':p  lay  on  tlie  earth.  General 
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Parfons's  Brigade  went  to  Weft  Point  and 
brcke  ground.  Want  of  covering  for  the 
troops,  together  with  want  of  tools  and  naate- 
rials  for  the  works,  made  the  profpedt  truly 
gloomy  and  difcouraging.  It  was  neceiTary 
that  means  fnould  be  found,  though  our  cur- 
rency was  depreciated  and  our  treafury  ex- 
haufted.  The  eftimates  and  requifitions  of 
Colonel  la  Radiere,  the  Engineer  who  laid  out 
the  works,  altogether  difproportioned  to  our 
circumllances,  ferved  only  to  put  us  in  mind 
of  our  poverty,  and,  as  it  were,  to  fatirize  our 
refources.  His  petulanL  behaviour  and  unac- 
commodating difpofition  added  further  em- 
barrafsments.  It  v/as  then  that  the  patriotifm 
of  Governor  Clinton  fhone  in  full  luftre.  His 
exertions  tofurnifh  fupplies  can  never  be  too 
much  commended.  His  influence,,  arifing 
from  his  popularity,  was  unlimited  :  yet  he 
hefuated  not  to  pat  all  his  popularity  at  rifque, 
whenever  the  federal  interefts  demanded. 
Notwithftanding  the  impediments  that  op- 
pofed  our  progrefs.,  with  his  aid  before  the 
opening  of  the  campaign,  the  works  were  in 
great  t'orwardnefs. 

According  to  a  refolution  of  Congrefs,  an 
enquiry  was  to  be  made  into  the  caufes  ofmil- 
itary  difafters.  Major  General  McDougall, 
Brigadier  General  Huntington   and  Colonel 
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Wigglefworth  cornpofed  the  Court  of  En- 
quiry on  the  lofsoffort  Montgomery.  Up- 
on full  knowledge  and  mature  deliberation 
of  fa6ls  on  the  fpor>  they  reported  the  lofs  to 
have  been  oGcafioned  by  want  of  men  and 
not  by  any  fault  in  the  Commanders. 

General  Putnam,  who  during  the  Invef- 
tigation,  was  relieved  from  duty,  as  foon  as 
Gongrefs  had  approved  the  Report,  took 
command  of  the  right  Wins:  of  the  Grand 
Army,  under  the  Orders  of  the  General  in 
Chief.  This  was  juft  after  the  Battle  of 
Monmouth,  when  the  three  armies  which  had, 
lallyearj  afted  feparately,  joined  at  the  White 
Plains.  Our  e0^6live  force,  in  one  camp 
was  at  no  other  time  fo  refpe^liable  as  at' 
this  jun6lurc.  The  army  confifted  of 
fixty  regular  Regiments  of  foot  formed  into 
fifteen  Brigades,  four  Battalions  of  Artillery, 
four  Regiments  of  Horfe  and  feverai  Corps 
of  State  Troops.  But  as  the  enemy  kept 
clofe  within  their  Lines  on  Yoik-Ifiand,  no- 
thing could  be  attempted.  Towards  the  end 
of  Autum.n,  we  broke  up  the  Camp,  and 
went  firft  to  Frederickfburg,  and  thence  to 
winter  quarters. 

In  order  to  cover  the  Country  adjoining  to 
the  Sound  dind  to  fupport  the  garrilbn  q(  fVeJl 


Point,  in  cafe  of  an  attack,  Major  General 
Putnam  was  Rationed  for  the  winter  at  Read- 
ing in  Connecticut.  Pie  had  under  his  Or- 
ders the  Brigade  of  New-Hampfhire,  the  two 
Brigades  of  Conne6licut,  the  Corps  of  Infan- 
try commanded  by  Hazen  and  that  of  Caval- 
ry by  Sheldon. 

The  troopSj  who  had  been  badly  fed,  bad- 
ly cloachcd  and  worfe  paid,  by  brooding  over 
their  grievances  in  the  leifure  and  inactivity 
ot 'winter-quarters  began  to  think  them  in- 
tolerable. The  Connecticut  Brigades  form- 
ed the  defign  of  marching  to  Hartford,  where 
the  General  Affembly  was  then  in  SeiTion, 
and  of  demanding  redrefs  at  the  point  of  the 
Bayonet.  Word  having  been  brought  to 
General  Putnam  that  the  fecond  Brigade  was 
under  arms  for  this  purpofe,  he  mounted  his 
horfe,  galloped  to  the  Cantonment  and  thus 
addrefled  them  :  "  My  brave  lads,  whither 
"  are  you  going  ?  Do  you  intend  to  defert 
**  your  Officers  and  to  invite  the  enemy  to 
^^  follow  you  into  the  country  ?  Whofe  caufe 
"  have  you  been  fighting  and  fuffering  fo 
*^  long  in,  is  it  not  your  ov/n  ?  Have  you  no 
*^  property,  no  parents,  wives  or  children  ? 
"  You  have  behaved  like  men  fo  far-^all  the 
^^  v/orld  is  full  of  your  praifes — and  pofterity 
"  will  (land  aflonifhed  at  your  deeds :    but 
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*^  not  ifyou  fpoil  all  at  lad:.     Don't  you  con- 
"  fider  how  much  the  country  is  diftrefTed  by 
"  the  war,  and   that  your  officers  have  not 
^'  been  any  better  paid  than  yourfelves  ?  But 
*^  we  all  exped   better   times   and    that  the 
*^  Country  will  do  us  ample  jullice.      Let  us 
*'  all  ftand  byone  another  then  and  fight  it 
"  out  like  brave  Soldiers.      Think   v/hat   a 
^'  fhame  it  would  be  for  Connedicut-men  to 
"  runaway  from  their  Officers." — After  the 
feveral  Regiments  had  received   the  General 
as  he  rode  along  the  line  with  drums  beating 
andprejented  arms  j   the  Sergeants,    who  had 
then  the  command,   brought  the  men  to  an 
Order i  in  which  pofition  they  continued  while 
he  was  fpeaking.     When  he  had  done,  he  di- 
reded  the  ading  Major  of  Brigade  to  give  the 
word  for  them   to  fhoulder,    march  to   their/ 
Regimental  parades    and   lodge  arms.      All 
which  they  executed  with  promtitude  and  ap- 
parent  good  humour.      One   Soldier  only, 
who  had  been  the  moil  adive.  was  confined  in 
the  quarter-guard  :    from  whence,  at  nighty 
he  attempted  to  make  his  efcape.      But  the 
centinel,  who  had  alfo  been  in   the  mutiny, 
fhot  him  dead  on  the  fpot,  and  thus  the  afiair 
fubfided. 

About  the  middle  of  winter,  while   Gen« 
eral  Putnam  was  on  a  vifit  to    his  out-poil 
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at  Horfe-Neck,  he  found  Governor  Trvon 
advancing  upon  that  town  with  a  corps  of  fif- 
teen hundred  n:ien — to  oppofe  thefe,  General 
Putnam  had  only  a  Picket  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  men  and  tvv'o  iron  field  pieces  v/ithout 
hoi*fes  or  drag-ropes.  He,  hovs^ever,  planted 
his  cannon  on  the  high  ground  by  the  meet- 
ing-houfe,  and  retarded  their  appi-oach  by 
firing  feveral  times,  until,  perceiving  the 
hoife  (fupported  by  the  infantry)  about  to 
charge,  he  ordered  the  picket  to  provide  for 
their  fafety  by  retiring  to  a  fwam.p  inaccefii- 
ble  to  horfe ;  and  fecured  his  own  bv  plung- 
ing down  the  deep  precipice  at  the  church  up- 
on a  full  trot.  This  precipice  is  fo  fteep, 
where  he  defcended^  as  to  have  artificial  (lairs 
compofed  of  nearly  one  hundred  ftone-fteps 
for  the  accommodation  of  foot  pafTengers, 
There  the  Dragoons,  who  were  but  a  fwords' 
length  from  him,  flopped  fhort.  For  the  de- 
clivity was  fo  abrupt  that  they  ventured  not 
to  follow  :  and,  before  they  could  gain  the 
valley  by  going  round  the  brow  of  the  hill  in 
the  ordinary  road,  he  was  far  enough  beyond 
their  reach.  He  continued  his  route  unn^io- 
lefred  to  Stamford,  from  whence,  having 
flrengthened  his  picket  by  the  jun6lion  of 
fome  militia,  he  came  back  again,  and  in 
turn,  purfued  Governor  Tryon  in  his  retreit. 
As  he  rode  down  the  precipice,  one  ball,  of 
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t^Q  many  fired  at  him,  went  through  his  bea- 
ver. But  Governor  Tryon,  by  wayof  Com- 
penfation  for  fpoiling  his  hat,  fent  him  foon 
afterwardsj  as  a  prefent,  a  complete  fuit  of 
Cioaths. 

In  the  Campaign  of  1779,  which  termina- 
ted the  career  of  General  Putnam's  Tervices, 
he  commanded  the  Maryland  line  pofced  at 
Butter-milk  falls,  about,  two  miles  belov/ 
Weft  Point.  He  was  happy  in  pcfTeiring  the 
friendfhip  of  the  officers  of  that  Line  and  in 
living  on  terms  of  hofpitality  v/ith  them. 
Indeed  there  v^^as  no  family  in  the  arm.y  that 
lived  better  than  his  own.  The  General,  his 
fecond  fon  Major  Daniel  Putnam,  and  the 
writer  of  thefe  Memoirs  com.pofed  that  fami- 
ly. This  campaign,  principally  fpent  in 
ftrengihening  the  works  of  Weft  Point,  was 
only  fignalifed  for  the  ftorm  of  Stoney-Point 
by  the  Light  Infantry  under  the  condu6t  of 
General  Wayne,  and  the  furprifeof  the  poft  of 
Powks  Hook  by  the  Corps  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Henry  Lee.  When  the 
army  quitted  the  field  and  marched  to  Mor- 
ris Town  into  winter  quarters,  General  Put- 
nam's family  went  into  Connedlicut  for  a  few 
weeks.  In  December,  the  General  began  his 
journey  to  Morris  Town.  Upon  the  road 
between  Pomfret  and  Plartford  he  felt  an  un- 
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ofual  torpor  flowly-  pervading  his  right  hnn  J  and 
foot.  This  heavinefs  crept  gradualiy  on,  and 
until!  it  had  deprived  him  of  the  ufe  of), 
limbs  on  that  fide,  in  a  confiderable  degree^ 
before  he  reached  the  houfe  of  his  friend  Co- 
Ion  el  Wadfworth.  Still  he  v/as  unwilling- 
to  confider  his  diforder  of  the  paralytic  kind 
and  endeavoured  to  fliake  it  off  by  excrtioxT. 
Having  found  that  impofTible,  a  temporary 
dejedtion,  difguifed  however  under  a  veil  of 
afibm-edchearfulnefsj  fucceeded.  Butreafon, 
philofophy,  and  religion  foon  reconciled  him 
to  his  fate.  In  that  fituation  he  has  conltant- 
ly  remained,  favored  with  fuch  a  portion  of 
bodily  adivity  as  enables  him  to  w^alk  and 
to  ride  moderately  ;  and  retaining  unimpaired 
hisrelifli  for  enjoyment,  his  love  of  pleifan- 
try,  his  firength  of  memory  and  all  the  facul- 
ties of  his  mind.  As  a  proof  that  the  pow- 
ers of  miCmory  are  not  weakened,  it  ought  to 
be  obferved,  that  he  has  lately  repeated  from 
recolledion  all  the  adventures  of  his  life, 
which  are  here  recorded,  and  which  had  for- 
merly been  communicated  to  the  compiler  in 
detached  converfations. 

In  patient  yet  fearlefs  expeflation  of  the  ap- 
proach of  THE  King  of  Terrors,-  whom  he 
hath  full  often  faced  in  the  field  of  bloo'1,  the 
Cjiriftian  hero  now  enjoys  .in  doaieilic  lecire- 
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ment  the  fruit  of  his  early  induftry.  Ha- 
ving in  youth  provided  a  competent  fubfiftence 
for  old  age,  he  was  fccured  from  the  danger 
of  penury  and  diftrefs,  to  which,  fo  many  Of- 
ficers and  Soldiers  worn  out  in  the  public  fer- 
vice  have  been  reduced.  To  illuftrate  his 
merits  the  more  fully^  this  EfTay  will  be  con- 
cluded with  a  copy  of  the  laft  letter  written 
to  him,  by  General  Wafhington,  in  his  mili- 
tary charadler* 

Head-Quarters,  2d  June,  1783. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

*^  Your  favor  of  the  20th  of  May  I  receiv- 
^^  ed  with  much  pleafure.  For  I  can  afTure 
*^  you  that  among  the  many  worthy  and  me- 
*^  ritorious  Officers,  with  whom  I  have  had 
"  the  happinefs  to  be  conne6led  in  fervice 
''  through  the  courfe  of  this  war,  and  from 
'^  whofe  cheerful  alTiftance  in  the  various  and 
"  trying  viciffitudes  of  a  complicated  contefl:, 
*'  the  flame  of  a 'Putnam  is  not  forgotten  :  nor 
"  will  be,  but  with  that  ilroke  of  time  which 
**  Hi  all  obliterate  from  my  mind  the  remem- 
*^  brance  of  all  thofe  toils  and  fatigues, 
"  ihrouMi  which  we  have  flruo-o-led  for  tlie 
*'  prefervation    and    eftabliiliment    of   the 
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^^" Rights,    Liberties  and  Independence  of  our 
''  Country, 

*^  Your  congratulations  on  the  happy 
*'  proipi:61:s  of  Peace  and  Independent  fecu- 
*^  rity,  wkh  their  attendant  blc (Tings  to  the 
*'  Ux\iT£D  States^  I  receive  with  great  iji- 
'^  tisfadlionj  and  beg  that  you  v»'ill  accept  a 
*'  return  of  my  gratulations  to  you  on  tliis 
^^  aufpicious  event — an  event,  in  which, 
^^  great  as  it  iu  in  itfelf  and  glorious  as  it 
*^  will  probably  be  in  its  confequences,  you 
"  have  a  right  to  participate  largely,  from 
**'  the  diftinguifned  part  you  have  contnbu- 
*'  ted  towards,  its  attainment. 

"  But  while  I  contemplate  the  greatnefs 
"  of  the  objed  for  which  we  have  contended, 
"  and  felicitate  you  on  the  happy  iilue  of  our 
"  toils  and  labours,  which  have  terminated 
^'  with  fuch  general  fatisfaclion  \  I  lament 
^'  that  you  Hiouid  feel  the  ungrateful  returns 
*^  of  p.  Country,  in  whofe  fervice  you  have 
^^  exhauPced  your  bodily  fcrength  and  expen- 
^^  ded  the  vigour  of  a  youthful  conilitucion. 
'^  I  v/idi  however,  that  your  expeclitions  of 
'^  returning  liberality  may  be  verined.  I 
"  have  a  hope  thfy  may  : — but  111 ou Id  they 
'^  not,  your  cafe  Vv'ili  not  be  a  fmgular  one.  In- 
'^  gratitude  has   Icsr,  experienced  in  all  ag2Sy 

a- 
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*^  and  Republics  in  particulaTy  have  ever 
*'  been  famed  for  the  ey:ercije  of  that  unnatural 
"  and  SORDID  vice. 

"  The  Secretary  at  War^wHo  Is  nov7 
^^  here,  inforins  me  that  you  have  ever  been 
"  confidered  as  entitled  to  full  pay,  fince 
"  your  abfence  from  the  field  ;.  and  that  you 
**  willftill  be  confidered  in  that  light  untill 
**^  the  clofe  of  the  war  :  at  which  period  you 
*'  will  be  equally  entitled  to  the  fame  emolu- 
"  ments  of  half-pay  or  commutation,  as  other 
^^  officers  of  your  rank.  The  fame  opinion 
"  is  alfo,  given  by  the  Pay  Mailer  Genera]> 
*•  who  is  now  with  the  army,  impowercd  by 
"  Mr.  Morris  for  the  fettlernent  of  all  their 
*'  accounts,,  and  who  will  attend  to  your's 
^^  whenever  you  fhall  think  proper  to  fend 
"  on  for  the  purpofe ;  which  it  will  proba- 
"  bly  be  beft  for  you  to  da  in  a  fhort  time. 


cc 
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I  A.NTICIP ATE,,. with  pkafutc,.  the  day 
(and  that  I  truft  not  far  off)  when  I  fliall 
"  quit  the  bufy  fcenes  of  a  military  em.ploy- 
"  ment,  and  retire  to  the  more  tranquil  walks 
*^  of  domeftic  life.  In  that,,or  whatever  other 
"  fituation  Providence  may  difpofe  of  my 
"  future  days,  the  re.membrance  of  tpi-e 
"  many  friendships  and  connections  I 
*'  have  had  the  happiness  to  contract 
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^'  v/iTH  THE  Gentlemen   of    the  Army, 

^'    WILL    BE  ONE  OF   MY  MOST  GRATEFUL   RE- 

"  FLECTIONS.  Under  this  contemplation^  and 
"  vmprejfed  with  thejentiments  of  benevolence 
"  and  regard,  1  commend you^,  my  dear  Sir,  my 
''  other  friends,  and,  with  them,  the  inter  efts 
"  and  happinefs  of  our  dear  Country   to  the 

^^    KEEPING   AND  PROTECTION  OF  AlMIGHTY 

"  God." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &:c. 
George  Washington. 


To  the  Honorable 

Major  General  Putnam, 


.  -^ 


